ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE LITURGY:
BEING THIRTEEN DRAWINGS OF
THE CELEBRATION OF THE HOLY

COMMUNION IN A PARISH
CHURCH



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649742806

Illustrations of the liturgy: Being thirteen drawings of the celebration of the holy communion in
a parish church by Clement O. Skilbeck & Percy Dearmer

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



CLEMENT O. SKILBECK & PERCY DEARMER

ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE LITURGY:
BEING THIRTEEN DRAWINGS OF
THE CELEBRATION OF THE HOLY

COMMUNION IN A
PARISH CHURCH

ﬁTrieste






Hbcuin Club Coffections
XIX

ILLUSTRATIONS OF
THE LITURGY

BEING THIRTEEN DRAWINGS OF THE
CELEBRATION OF THE HOLY COMMUNIGON
IN A PARISH CHURCH

BY

CremenT O. SKILBECK

With Notes descripive and explanatory, and an Introduction
an * The Presenr Opportunity,” by

Percy Drearmer, D.D.

A. R. MOWBRAY & CO. Lrp.
Loypon : 28 Margaret Street, Oxford Circus, W.
Oxrorp : g High Street
Micwauker, U.S A : Tur Youne CHurcnman Co.

(A4 rightt reserved )
.I' ' 5 I 2 ¥



CONTENTS

FRONTISPIECE : The High Altar, 5. Jobn’s Chureh, Neweastle-on-
Tyne, designed by Sir Charles Michalaon, Bart.

INTRODUCTION : The Present Opportunity . . -
INTRODUCTORY PICTURE: A 'low-church' Celebration -
PREFACE, with special reference to the English and American Uses |

The English Use - Z i ¥ S 2 &
The American LUse . . . & : =
**Modern Western™ Use - . F H =
‘" High" and ** Low " Celebrations - - - -
Outline of the English Servies - - - . -
The Secottinh and American Liturgies - . - .
Outline of the Scottish and American Services - .

TWELVE DRAWINGS OF THE CELEBRATION OF THE
HOLY COMMUNION, by Clement 0. Skilbeck, Esg., with
deseriptive Motes by the Editor:

1. The End of the Procession before che Liturgy - -

Il. FPreparation of the Elements - & \

I1I. The Decalogue -

IV, The Colleats - - - . :

V, The Epistle - H - o &

VI, The Gospel - ¥ . = 5 7 "
VII. The End of the Greed - . E » "
Y¥Iill. The Ofertory - - o - . =
1X. The General Confession . . . = -

X. The Prayer of Consecration - . - -
X1. Gloria in Excelsis - - . - % *
XII. The Blessing - - - . - L 4

APPENDIX I —The Readers of the Gospel and Epistle - -

APPENDIX [I.—Plan, showing a convenient arrangement of the east
end of a town church, drawn by Vivian H, King, A.R,L.B. A, .

Explanation of the plan with the Ormaments corresponding .
APPENDIX 111.—Notes :

1. Matting, Litany, and the Communion - - -

2. The Sermuu = = - - - 2 -

3. Warning of Communion . - - - -

4, The Communion and the Communi¢ants - - -

THE ALCUIN CLUB: Commites, Lisl of Poblications, eie.

Page

|
23
24
25

)
3

6

2
14
46
48

52
54
56

60
62

69

72
72

78
BL
81

L



LANTERN SLIDES

The Comunitice of the Aleuin Cluh has been asked to propare lantern afides of the i[Tnstrations
im this book, in erder thet the book may this be used tn supply motes for o lantern-lecture. These
slides ean be hired from the Hon, Sec,, Aleoin Club, 102 Adsisbde Road, London, N, W., far the

wiint of 3 shillings the sct, with 1 shillind for inserance and postage, A few exces sides are
wdded o this ser,

Onthix eliden are anted a1 the end af this volume.




ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE LITURGY

INTRODUCTION

THE PRESENT OPPORTUNITY

IN the vear of the Coronation of King George V many
must have learnt how heautiful an Anglican Service can
be if only the Anglican rules are adhered to. The rite
in Westminster Abbey last June was so impressive because
it was not spoilt by that traditional slovenliness and in-
adequacy, which obscure the character of other collegiate
or cathedral seryices. Had the King been anointed and

* At aslight risk perhaps of being misunderstood, I here subjoin a eriticism
which, overstated though it be, does yet dive vent to an opinion, that, as the
render will know, is very common among artists and writers. There is
o deep-rooted notion in the Chureh that the so-called ** moderate” com-
promise of the cathedral type, though adwittedly indefensible oo principle
(while the Prayer Book remains as it i8), yet is necessary because the nation
will not be patient of any other—that the nation in fact likes it. The truth
would rather seem to be that the nation tolerates but does not admire this
compromise, and is chilled by 2 certain drab formality and an absence of the
atmosphere of prayer in our cathedrals; hecavse people nesd sympathy, and
breadth of outlook, rather than that merely aegative moderatism of which the
Chureh has had so much. At any rate the following quotation from n well-
known novelist (and just now our popular novelists ure our popular preachers)
will at least serve to suggest the possibility that the nation may be growing to
like this type of service less cvery year 1 —

“*Heo bad already cstablished a fund to provide for the education of the
deans and chapters of the cathedrals, with a view to prevent in the future
a recurrence of the hideous artistic mistnkes made by these dignitaries in
the discharge of their respective offices. He had noticed, as a good maoy
ather people of discrimination do daily, that the moment & dignitery of an
English cuthedral opens his mouth cither 1o resd, to sing, or to pray, the
divine influences engendered by the architectare and the hallowed associations
of the building, and by the music of the choir are rather more than neotralized,
and sensitive worshippers of God through the medivm of art go away shocked:
40 he had determined (0 make an effore to prevent the continuance of so gross
a state of things. It was also bis hope to produce by a conference of poets,
who were also literary men, & Church Hymnal which should be worthy of
being regarded as poetry, in place of the doggerel, ancient and modern, which

B



2 ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE LITURGY

crowned in accordance with the usual ceremonial compro-
mise, how mean and meagre the ecclesiastical side of the
function would have appeared! But on the oceasion of a
Coronation the English Church has always awoke from her
wsthetic lethargy, and even in the worst times has risen
to the effort of carrying out a great part of the Ornaments
Rubric. So it was this yvear—with many added touches of
beauty which came to the Abbey from the liturgical revival
of our time: no laws were wholly broken, no rubrics wholly
disregarded, the service in the main was rendered faithfully
to the English Use; and as a consequence every beholder,
of every nation and form of religion, was stirred and
impressed. Nor was this all. The whole nation, noncon-
formist as well as conformist, was satisfied—nay, it was
delighted, touched, kindled. People who generally object
to beauty in connection with the worship of God made no
objection on this occasion—partly, no doubt, because they
are nsed to ceremonial in connection with royal functions,
but partly also because they knew that it all was lawful
and done under authority : indeed the two reasons overlap
—such public ceremonial must, they know, be lawful, and
they never dream of questioning it.  There is no slur of
**disloyalty " about such ceremonial ; and the English nation
loves it exceedingly. Now, in the case of many parish
churches, it is precisely this slur, not undeserved, that
has largely prevented the Church Revival from estab-
lishing itself in the hearts of the English people.

If the Church of England to herself would be but true !
Here was an occasion on which she was; an occasion on
which little was omitted, and nothing without authority
interpolated ; an occasion on which the Ornaments Rubric
was observed—and the result was a service which the
Church of England could set before the whole world,
for the whole world to respect and admire. No other part
of Christ's Church could have done it better, if so well.
cannot but be offcnsive te & heaven which hax endowed men—some men—
with cars scnsitive te a false rhyme, o ridiculous metre, and a mixed meta-
phor.  And he was sanguine enough to hope that, by the introduction of an

element of culture (reasonably endowed) the Church might eventually pro=
duce a poet.”"— Frankfort Moore, e Food of Love.
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Indeed, where else could it have bheen done so well? For
here was a ceremonial majestic, even gorgeous, and yet
simple all the way, and speaking simply to the hearts of
men ; and here was a ritual written in our great vernacular,
for all to understand, for all to love, as its stately phrases
echoed in their hearts, and still will echo in many a heart
for years to come. Some of the phrases peculiar to the
Coronation Service are indeed among the noblest epigrams
of all literature : such as this, which is accompanied by the
ceremonigl of the girding with the Sword &

“With this Sword do justice, stop the growth of iniguity,
protect the holy Church of God, help and defend widows
and orphans, restore the things that are gone to decay,
maintain the things that are restored, punish and reform
what is amiss, and confirm what is in good order: that
doing these things you may be glorious in all virtue; and
so faithfully serve our Lord Jesus Christ in this life, that
you may reign for ever with him in the life which is to
come,”

Or this, at the ceremonial of the delivery of the Sceptre
with the Dove :

““Be so merciful that you be not too remiss: so execute
justice that you forget not merey. Punish the wicked,
protect and cherish the just, and lead your people in the
way wherein they should go.”

The later additions are as English prose not less admir-
able : such is Sancroft’s—" When you see this Orb thus set
under the Cross, remember that the whole world is subject
to the Power and Empire of Christ our Redeemer.”

And this, at the ceremonial of the Presenting of the Holy
Bible, which dates from the Revolution :

“Our gracious King; we present you with this Book,
the most valuable thing that this world affords. Here is
wisdom ; this is the royal Law ; these are the lively Oracles
of God.”

And the Eucharistic Service itself, in which the Corona-
tion rites are imbedded, the Service which is used day after
day in all our churches, what can rival it for beauty of dic-
tion? Many are busy searching for faults just now with
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4 view to revision ; and faults there are, just as there are
faults in the Latin Canon of the Mass, which is indeed
such a skein of confusion that scholars have not yet succeeded
in disentangling it, and which is dry and jejune as compared
with the Eastern rites. The Iinglish Liturgy is in some
points inferior to the older services of both Fast and West,
as it is to the Scottish and American Liturgies.'! But it
shares with these last, and with the English Bible that forms
so large a part of our services, this peeuliar distinction :—
the language in which it is written is a language at
the finest point of its development, whereas both Greek
and Latin service-books belong to a languagde that was
past its prime. And to this must be added the fact that,
when the Prayer Book is obeyed, as it was at the Coronation,
the Orpaments Rubric fixes our ceremonial as well as our
ritual at a point before the abounding degradation of a receco
period had set in.”

Here, at the Sacring of King George V, was, in fact,
all the gain of the Reformation, with almost none of its
losses ‘—none, rather, of those losses inflicted by the indi-
vidualism of subsequent generations upon that Reformation
Settlement, which was set forth in the first English Prayer
Book and enshrined as a legal epactment for us still
by the Ornaments Rubric.

* When the English Prayer Hook is revised, there can be no doubt that the
English Liturgy will by general consent be approximated to the Scottish and
to that of the First English Prayer Hook, by the removal of these acknow-
ledged blemishes,

¢ Far the Ornaments Rubrie;, see the Report of the Sub-Committee of the
Upper Houose of the Convoeation of Canterbury, Mo, 416, The Ornamenis of
the Church and it Ministers, S.PC.K., 1908, Also the Aleuin Club Traer,
No. 1, The Ornaments of the Rubric, by J. T, Micklethwaite. Also W, H.
Frere, The Principles of Religloas Ceremonial; Longmans, 1906, cap. xiv. Also
F. C. Eeles, The Ornomests Rubric; Mowhrays (Chorchman's Penoy
Library), 1908.

¥ The Coronation Serviee was much altered in 1685, and in the eighteenth
and nincteenth centuries: maost, pechaps all, liwrgiologises would prefer to
see it in dreat measure restored to the form which survived till ofter the
Restoration. Sce, c.f., Leopold G, Wickham Legg, Nuggestions for the
Reconstraction of the Coronation Ceremonies {Chureh Historical Society. Mo.
LXVII): London, 8.P.C.K., 1902. There were some more ohyious defects.
The bishops, for instance, did not wesr their mitres, which they could law-
fully bave used.




