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ALL these originul facts and theories, as applicable
to general veligion, were first brought forward by the
author in a wark entitled, < The Indian Religions ; or,
Results of the Mysterious Duddbism,” peblizhied in the
early part of the year 1858, Subscquently ro the ap-
pearance of that book several other writers, unpressed by
15 inportance, hitherto unsuspected, took up and enlarged
upon the detals referring to this subject, without, haow-
ever, touching, or seceming to he cven aware of) the spiric
and mner menning of the matters which they so confi-
dently and ignorantly handled, with, however, all the
mnocent good faith in the world.  This exploration into
the madern day refers (o the recurrence of the inoroduction
into history of the “ Puarric Tueory,”™ a3 supplying
the necessarily mystic proundwork of aLL rELiIGION—
nay, furnishing altogether tha reasons for religion.  Con-
spicuous among these writers, subsequent in time to the
production of the work above referred to, is Dr. Thomas
Inman, of Liverpool, a writer of singular ingenuity, but
astray in his general dishelieving conclusions, his par-
ticulars being correct, while his results are arrived at
erroneously, though in full sincerity, which s deeply to
be regretred, considering the display of so much inde-
fatigable research and the expenditure of so much valu-
able labour. Dr. Inman is the author of two ponderous,
very learned volumes, entitled, © Awncient Farrss
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EMBODIED 1IN ANcirNnT Names™ To a certain extent
there is a similarity in this valuable work to that of
Godlrey Higgins, which displayed wonderful penetraticn
and power of analysis, and indomitable philosophical in-
sight, enthusiasm, hardihood and perseverance, published
under the title of “ Axacarvesis; on, An Arrempr
1o Draw Astoe ree Ve oF THE Sa1TIc Is15,”" in heavy
quarto volumes, in 1833, 1834, 1836. The “Csrric
Druiws,” another important quarto of Godrrey Higains,
abounding in antiquarian truth, and beautifully illustrated,
appeared  in 182g9; and, 1834, an invaluable
autiquarian  Phallic book, “Tur Rovne Towkrs or
Iricann,” written by u very accomplished schokar, Henry
(¥Bricn, wha, of course, maivty on account of his in-
sight, solidity, and genuineness, oz pecially as advocating—
iy, proving—unwelcome and startling avtiquarian con-
clusions in regard to the Rousn Towers, encountered
ot much less than a storm of opposition.  These books
{we may aver), on account of their difficult, evading and
reluctant (even obstinate) subjects for discovery, range
under the same head as Dr. Taman’s © Axcipny Farres,”
They explain idolatry.

Messrs, Staniland  Wake and Westropp, and Dr,
Phene, a well-known and industrious antiguary, produced
mamoranda and books of greater or less importance and
noteworthiness upon this strange but engrossingly se-
ductive “ Phallic” subject, when their attention had been
fed up to ity—though, in truth, the emulative attention
of these scholars was first challenged by the works in
which the topic was dilated upon (but only in the certain
proper way) by the present writer.

The curicsity in regard o this subject spread, us was
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to be expected, Edorts at the disinterment of the con-
clusions of the ancient mystical writers, taken up from
point to point, followed on the writings of the present
author, The Americans in particular, in circuitons de-
flections or more promising direct scarching out, wrote
and published in recognitive quarters, And this move-
ment evoked sparks of re-animation to the truths of the
Phallie theory in various directions back again in our own
country, Through these means was incited notice 1o
these grand philosophical problems of the real meaning
of the old idolatrics in which lay the expression of
enthusiastic religion. The seeds, cast a hazard origi-
mally with much distrust of their reception in this present
too-sharpened intellectual age, took root in the New
World, The muinly forgotren puzzles AMong our inguisi-
tive brethren in America found fit matrix in which to
spring.  And in resporse to this antiquarian signal,
sounded across the seas, books in America made their
Appearance, arising principally from certain abstract (and
before that time unconsidered, escept by Sir William
Jones, the great Indian autherity,) speculazions as to the
groundwork of that shadowy religion— mystery of all
mysteries” —Buddhism—handled nowadays by VEFY many
and very incompetent hands. These original ideas about
Buddhism were published by the present writer in his
work “The Indian Religions,” which contains the germ
of all the new views, But all these discourses by other
people, and speculative attempts to discover—ithis hover-
ing for ever round and round a subject, more than
general description of which is denied, and which is ever
ntended to be denied—even in the mental interest of the
querists themselves—have been vain, because they have



