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PREFACE

Tue following memoir of the late distin-
guished Superior of Sulpice, being (as
explained in the Introduction) not so much
a biography as a biographical study, made
for the genmeral purpose of exposing and
explaining the present condition of the cle-
rical body of France, it can be understood
why narrative so often gives place to re-
flections, and also why, even in the choice
of matter for narration, points of general sig-
nificance as illustrative of L'Abbe Carriere’s
time, his position, and the body to whicl
he belonged, are dwelt on in preference to
details of a more exclusively personal cha-
racter.

The anthor is aware that the latter, pre-
cisely for being more personal to L'Abbe
Carriere, would prove the more interesting
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for many of his readers, and, for the same
reason, would appear the more relevant to
the epecial subject of his work; he feels
bound, however, to give preference to the
former, as being of more consequence for
the general object which he has in view,
while, at the same time, in carefully de-
lineating M. Carriere’s peculiarities of cha-
racter, mind, and tastes, he has endea-
voured to discharge to the utmost of his
power the principal duty which a biogra-
pher owes to his subject,

Avdmore Cotfoge, Carripaling, Co. Cork,
Foast of 8¢, Teidore, B,D,,
420 April, 1866,
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