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PREFACE.

I vHave sought in this book to ascertain and set
forth the prineiples upon which folklore may be classi-
fied, in order to arrive at some of the results which
should follow from its study. ‘“T'hat it contains ethno-
logical elements might be expected by all whe have
puid any attention to recent research, but ne attempt
has hitherto been made to set these elements down cate-
gorically and to examine the concluzions which are to
be drawn from them,

It is due to the large and increasing band of folklore
devotees that the wses of folklore should be brought for-
ward, The scoffer at these studies is apt to have it all
hiz own way so long as the bulk of the books published
on folklore eontain nothing but eollected examples of
tales, customs, and superstitions, arranged for no puor-
pose but that of putting the facts pleasantly before
readers,  Bnot, more than this, recent research tends
to show the increasing importance of bringing into
proper order, within reasonable time, all the evidence
that is available from different sources upon any given
subject of inguiry. Looked ut in thiz light, ethnology
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haa great elaima vpon the etudent. The seience of
culture has almost refused to deal with it, and has been
content with noting only a few landmarks which oceur
here and there along the lines of development traceable
in the elements of human eulture.  But the science of
history has of late been busy with many problems of
ethnological Importance, and has for this purpose
turned sometimes to craniology, sometimes to archee-
ology, sometimes to philology, but rarely to folklore.
If folklore, then, does comtain ethnological facts, it
is time that they should be dizelosed, and that the
method of discovering them should be placed before
scholars.

Of course, my attempt in this direction must not be
looked upon in any sense as an exhaustive treatment of
the subject, and I am not vain enough to expect that
all my conclusions will be accepted. 1 believe that the
time has eome when every item of folklore ghould he
docketed and put into ita proper place, and I hope I
have done something toward this end in the following
pages.  When complete elaseification is attempted some
of the items of folklore will be found useless enough.
DBat most of them will help ns to anderstand more of
the development of thought than any other aubject ;
and many of them will, if my reading of the evidence
is eorrect, take us back, not onuly to etages in the history
of human thought, but & the people who have yielded
up the stroggple of their minds to the modern student of
man and his strivings,
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At the risk of crewding the pages with footnotes, 1
have been eareful to give references to all my authorities
for items of folklove, becanse go much depends npon the
value of the anthority used in these studies. I believe
they are all quoted aceurately, but shall always be glad
to know of any corrections or additions.

Professor Eliye has kindly read throngh my proofe,

and I am very grateful for the congiderable service he
has thereby rendered me.

Baaxes Coayox, 3. W, Mareh, 1503,



