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A Ohild's Lorms
From October to October,

1870-1871.

BY
Luoy CarTrivy Burr,
{Eoas AFELL 1E, 1861.)

HARTFORD, COINMN.,

*Bed Hneg kept nll these thivgs, wab ponbeest them in hes hract.”

jHAnTFuRn:

* CASE, LOCKWOOD & BRAINARD.
1872,



Eutgred poconling to Aot of Congress, in e yenr 1572,
By TOHNM C. BIULL,
in the offles of the Libvarian of Coongrazs at Washington.



——

Note rrom Mr. Wiciam £. PRYANT.

New Yok, Oct. 6, 15871,

I have looked over the poems of Loey C. Bull, of Hart-
ford, shown to me in manvseript.  They seem to me most
extraondinary for one so young, that iz to say, of nine or
ten yearz of aze, They cghow a prodigiovz command of
languaze considering her lme of life, preal case of con-
sirizedion, an accnrate car for poctie numbers, and foeility
in the use of imagery not eopied from books, but derived
mmedintely from noture. I do not think T have zcen any
thing produced at the same age at all comparable to them.

Winntay CULLEN BRYANT.
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IT is thought best to print this private odition of a child's
first poems for two reasons.  First, to save the lahor of supply-
ing the large oumber of manoseript coples desired by fiiends ;
and secondly, to colleet the poems themselves in a secure and
more permanent form.

In deing thiz it is most carnestly desired that no more pob-
licity may b given to the verses and their aothor than most
necessarily aecompany a book privately printed.

The arrangement of the book is simply in the order of the
composition ; the object being to give a year's history of the
working of the child's mind, ag shown by her writings, rather
than a volume of perfect poetry.  For this reason, and for ether
ohvious ones, no sugmestions, eorrections, or alterations have
been made in any ease.  From fitle to end every poem is whelly
oririnal, and, with but fow cxeeptions, they were withheld from
parents and friends until comploted,

As the little book will meet the eyes of many who do not
know the author, it may be proper to say a few words with

regard to her.
1.'



From early childbood she has been keenly alive to impres-
gions of grace and beauty, and ber writing is & natoral ouot- -
pouring rather than & mental labor. Her health, so far from
deteriorating, has steadily improved sinee this gift was devel-
oped. Bhe has a strong and healthy ineclinaticn to all childish
and even boisterons sporte; great delight in the companion-
ship of little children ; and an even temperament, not subject
to great exaltutions or depressions.  In a word, she is neither
morbid nor precoeious.

Fearing injury to her health, great eare has been taken to
avoil suggestion or pressure ln the matter of her writing and
reading ; eareful guiding of the latter heing the only course
adopted, and uhu!d.iﬁg back in study, writing and reading, so
far as it could be done without arousing opposition and pro-
dueing wnbappiness : it being evidently the wiser course to
sarronnd her with pleasures and oeeupations that uncensciously
to herself would in great meagure take the place of mental
work.

The ¥ guiding of her reading ™ has consisted chiefly in with-
holding those books which in stvle or matter might have an
injorions influence, Her own choice led her to make constant
companions of Shakepeare and Milton, Bcott’s poems, and the
Pilgrim's Progrees, at so early an age ag to surprise her parents.
Later she became fond of Wordeworth, Tennyzon and Bryant,
and of her own aceord took up Spenser’s TFaerie Uuoeen with

great delight.



