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PREFACE.

in 1833, From the large nomber there given,
about nimc hundred, fitle more than one hundred
have been chofenn.  This feleétion contains many of
thoit beflt known and loved in Germany, but in 2
work of this fize it is impofible to include all that
have become claflical in that home of Chriflian po-
erry.  In reading them it mult be remembered that
they arc hymns, not facred poems, though from theic
length and the mericecy of their metres, many of
them may fcem to Englith readers adapted rather o
purpofcs of private than of public devotion. Bur
the finging of hymns forms a much larger and more
important part of public worthip in the German
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Retormed Churches than in cur own fervices, Itis
the pode by which the whole congreganion s cma-
bled to bear its part in the worthipof God, anfiwer-
ing in this relpect o the chanting of our own Litargy,

Ever fince the Retormation, the German church
has been remarkable for the number and excellence
of its ]t:rmn:— and hymn-tunes. Before that time it
was not fo.  There was na place for congregational
finging. in puhlic worfhip, and therefore the fpiritoal
[ongs of the latter part of the middle ages affumed for
the molt part an artihcial and unpopular forin.  Yer
there were not wanting germs of a national Church
;'.".'II:tT_'i-' in 1.]'.II: ‘c-'f.‘Ti;.'E mLh-L‘r l]]ﬂ.]:l ]]}"LI.'IIIS “'I!.'ifl!. WETrS
fung in German on pilgrimages and at fome of the
hagh feftivals, many of which verles were agein de-
rived from more ancient Lagin hvmns,  Several of
Luthers lymins are amplibcatons of verles of this
clafe, fuck a3 the Pentecoltal hymn here given, ** Come,
Haoly Spirit, God and Lord,”™® which 5 founded on
a German verfion of the *“Veni Sanfte Spiricus,
Reple” By adopting thefe wverfts, and retaining
their well-known melodies, Luther enabled his hymns
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Preface. ix

to fpread rapidly among the commen people. He
alfo compofed metrical verfions of feveral of the Pialms,
the Te Deum, the Ten Commandments, the Lord’s
Prayer, the Nunc Dimittis, the Da nobis Pacem, &e.
thus enriching the people, to whom he had altcady
given the Holy Scriptures in their own language,
with a treafure of that facred pocuy which is the
precious inheritance of every Chnltian Church.

The hymn, “In the midit of life,”* iz one of
thofe founded on & more ancient hyma, the “Media
in vim™ of Natker, 2 learncd Benedifhine of St Gall,
who died in 912, He s faid o have compofed it
while warching fome workmen, who were buildine
the bridge of Martinsbruck at the peril of their lives.
It was foon et to mufic; and became uzmiverfally
known; indeed it was wsed as a baude-fong, witil the
cuftom was forbidden on account of its heing fup-
poled to exercife mapical influences. In a German
verfion it formed part of the fervice for the bural of
the dezd, 23 carly az the thirteenth century, and is
Wl preferved in an wametsical form in the Burial

Service of gur own Church.
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