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INTRODUOTION

Amistioes Homos, an Emissaary of the Altrurian
Commenwenlth, visited the Unival States dering the
summer of 1993 ané she fall and winter following,
For gome weeks or montha he wes the guest of & well
kuown man of letters ut a hotel in one of our mountain
resoria; in the eevly aotumn lie apent several days ot
the great Columbicn Exhibition in Chiengo; and later
he eame to Wew Yerk, where he remained until he
sailed, rather suldenly, for Altzurin, king the eireui-
tons rotte by which he came,. Ile scoms to have written
pretty eonstantly thronghont kiz 2cjonrn with us to an
intimate friend in his owm donntry, giving freely his
impresgions of our eivilization.  [lis letters fron New
Yark appear to have becn especielly foll, and, in offer
ing the present svnopaiz of theso fo the American
veader, it will not be impertizent to note certain peon-
lisrities of the Altrurian attitnde which the fempera-
ment of the writer has somewlnt modified.  Tle is
entangled in his scetal gephistvies vegarding all the
competitive eivilizations; he esnnot apparently do full
justiee to the superior heroism of elerity and self-sae-
rifice as practised in conntries where people live wpon
eaeh other ns the Amevicenns do, instead of for each
other as the Altrnriang de; bt be has some glimmer-
ings-of the beanty of our Hying, and he has undoubted-
Iv the wish to ke foir o cop ideals, e iz onable to
value gur devotion fo the spinit of Clristianicy smid
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thee practices whicli secss 4o dony it o he evidondly
wishes 1o roeagnize <o pasailility of sueh o thing. e
ol demi=t geeords s T virbned of aue defoota, pnd, AT
the many vigicors who hove sensare] v he o oot seen
g with hie censuees peeparml 1o fil the instaneea; in
Eact, the very reverse los bees hiz method.

Many of the instances which he fite with his eeusures
are sueh az e eould no limger note, 3 be come among
ug again,  Thas hinhit of eciohrating the munificenes
of the choritolile vieh, oo which fe apends his sareasn,
Laa fallen Feom ws theough the mere supersbundanes
of oecasion. Ok vich peapla give 2o continuounsly for
all manner of good obicets that i would be impossible
far omr preess, however vigilant, to note the suceessive
benefactions, and milliong are now daily bestowed npon
peedy edneational dnstitutions, of which ne mention
whatever {5 wuule in the newssapers,  If a millionaire
is now and then suspeised inoa good action by a e
porter of nnecanmen diligenee, Le i3 able by an appedl
te their eomme . limmanity to prevail with the witness
too zpare Lim the revalting pullisity which it must
b vonfoesml weamld amee Lave followed his deeoverys
the right homl which s full to overflowing is now ae
skilled as the empty right hand in keeping the left humid
igmorant of its dofnga.  This hag heppened through the
general deeay of amobbisliness smong ua, perhaps. Ti s
certain that thero s no longer the pazsion for a knowl-
#dge of the rich snd the amart, which made us ridien:
lous to Mr, Flomez. Ton er twelve FOATE ag0, O1F NEWs-
papers aboundel in inteliigemen of the eoning and go-
ing of soeinl leaders, of their dinners and lunches and
teas, of their veeoptions and balle, and the guests who
were bidden 1o them, Tue this sort of wnswholesome
arl exeiting possip, which was formerly devonred by
their readers with Tsappeasable voracits, i no longer
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suppliod, simply becavan the tazte for ic Les whelly
paEed away.

Mucl the same might be andd of the soriel hospitali-
tiee which raised enr visitor's surprisee. For example,
many peapls are now asked to dinner who reslly need
a dinmer, and not merely those whe revolt from the no-
tion of dinner with Inathing, and go o it with ahboe
remen. At the tables of onr highest social Jeaders one
now meete on 8 porfect squality persens of interesting
mindz and uneommon gifts who would onee have heen
pxcluded because they were hungry, or wers not in the
linstpsa’s set, or had not 0 new gown or a dress-suit.
Thia contributes grearly to the plensura of the time,
and promotes the inerensing kindliness between the
vich and poor for which onr status i3 ahove all things
notahle,

The aceueation whieli our eritic hrings that the
American gpirit las been almost Toropeanized away,
in itz sneisl forms, woull be less grouvded in the ob-
garvance of o later vizitor, The eusto ag of good =0-
cioty must ke the same evervwhere in some measure,
hut the student of the sompetitive world would now
find European hospitality Americanized, rather than
American hoapitality Enropeanized.  The eareful re-
zoarch which haa been made ioto our eoeial origing has
resmlbed 1o Lringing hack roany of the alwrigina] naages;
andl, with the retirn of the oX] Awcerican spivit of fra-
ternity, many of the envlier diskes as well as amenities
have heem vestored. A Thankseiving divner in the
vear 1906 wonld Bave boen donnd more like a Thenks-
giving dinner in 1808 thon the dinuer to which Mr,
Homos waeg ssled in 1903, eoid which he has studied
s intercstingly, theugh not enite withent some fanlis
of baste and disereticn.  The peealizions ehange for the
better in some moterinl aspects of onr status which
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