MODERN IDEAS OF
EVOLUTION AS
RELATED TO REVELATION
AND SCIENCE



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649650804

Modern Ideas of Evolution as Related to Revelation and Science by Sir J. William Dawson

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



SIR J. WILLIAM DAWSON

MODERN IDEAS OF
EVOLUTION AS
RELATED TO REVELATION
AND SCIENCE

ﬁTrieste






EVOLUTION

AR RELATED TO

REVELATICN AND SCIENCE



FRINTED #y
SRTTEWOODE AND OO, NEWATREET SQUARR
LONDON



MODERN IDEAS

OrF

EVOLUTTION

AS RELATED TO

REVELATION AND SCIENCE

BY

SIR J. WILLIAM DAWSON, CM.G. LLD. F.R.8 &c

AUTHOR OF

YACADIAN CROLOGY " TTHE CHAIN OF LIFE 1IN GEOLDGICAL TIME
fBUVPT AMD SVYRIA; THHIR PHYSICAL FEATLRES 1K
EELATION TG BIBLE HISTORY " BTC.

LONDON
THE RELIGIOUS TRACT SOCIETY

gt PaTerircaren Bow, 65 S7. Paurs CHORCHYARD
AND 1y Procaniiiy

18g0



B R AEP

PREFACE

T object of this work is to cxamine in a popular
manner, and to test by scientific facts and principles,
the validity of that multiform and brilliant philosophy
of the universe which has taken so deep hold of the
science and literature of our time. The task is a
somewhat ungracious one, especially in England,
whose people are naturally proud of discoveries and
generalisations which, originating among themselves,
have taken the world by storm. [t is also extremncly
difficult, because of the dazzling and attractive nature
of the hypothesis of cvolution, the dashing and plau-
sible character of the arguments by which it is sus-
tained, and its all-embracing scope, which, enables it
to account for everything that has previously been
mysterious, Besides this, it is of the naturc of this
protean philosophy that it should itsell be in process
of evolution from day to day, and thus to be in so
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rapid motion that it changes its features momentarily
while one endeavours to sketch it.

Why then attempt such a task? The answer is
two-fold—general and personal.  First, the world of
general readers {s captivated, dazzled and perplexed
by the new philosophy, and greatly needs some clear
and intelligible exposition of its nature and tendency,
some classification of its variations, and some attempt
to explain its agreement o discordance with science
and religion,  Secondly, the writer of the following
pages has of late years been besieged by so many
letters and inquiries respecting this subject, to which
he has incidentally referred in popular books on
science, that it becomes necessary in self-defence and
to save time to prepare an answer which may meet
all demands of this kind.

The conclusions which he has reached as the result
of much reading and reflection, as well as of a
long-continued and somewhat wide and varied study
of nature, may not satisfv the present excitement of
enthusiastic specialists and lovers of novelty, but they
may scwé somewhat to mitigate present extremes of
feeling and belief, and may accord with the sober
second thoughts which sometimes follow sudden revo-

lutions.
J W. DL
1850,
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