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CHAPTER 1
A DESERT RIDER

ROM out of the shimmering haze that veiled the

mystic eastern space came a big black horse bearing
a rider. Swinging wide, to avoid the feathery dust that
lay at the base of a huge sand dune, the black horse
loped, making no sound, and seeming to glide forward
without effort. Like a somber, gigantic ghost the ani-
mal moved, heroic of mold, embodying the spirit of
the country, seeming to bear the sinister message of
the desert, the whispered promise of death, the lin-
gering threat, the grim mockery of life, and the con-
viction of futility.

The black horse had come far. The glossy coat of
him was thickly sprinkled with alkali dust, sifted upon
him by the wind of his passage through the desert; his
black muzzle was gray with it; ropes of it matted his
mane, his forelock had become a gray-tinged wisp
which he fretfully tossed; the dust had rimmed his eyes,
causing them to loom large and wild; and as his rider
pulled him to a halt on the western side of the sand
dune —where both horse and rider would not be vis-
ible on the sky line—he drew a deep breath, shook
his head vigorously, and blew a thin stream of dust
from his nostrils.
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