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PREFACE.

TaE circumstances and conditions nnder which this book
was written render their brief narmfion imporisot, in jos-
tice both fo the medium and the inspiring intelligence.

It ia due to the medium, & lady of onimpeachable integ-
rity snd candor, bocauee, whatever judgment unbiased
criticism may render upon the statements and sentimenta
hersin contained, or their form of expression, as corrobors-
tive, or otherwiae, of their purported suthomhip, it 1 quite
certain that Miss Eawedall can not, under the circamestances,
be desmed to have originated them.

It is due to the invisible author, becanse the limitations
imppeed npon tha utterance of his thoughts by the peculi-
arities of the medinm's ovrganization, and her limited literary
onlturs, must necesgarily have modified his effort.

Mias Barash A. Ramesdell, the amanuensis of this volumsa,
was, at the time of her development #s a medium, engaged
with her sister in the business of dressmaking at Liake
City, Minn. Aftending by invitation two or three spirit-
ual circles, she found herself, at one of thess gatherings,
thrown into & eemi-trance condition, snd powerfully im-

pelled to write the thoughts that crowded upon her mind. .
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This she did; and the result was, st several mttings, the
production of short essays npon varions subjects, purporting
to be dictatod by Thesdore Parker in spirit-life.

Miza Ramedell had no acquoinfancs whatever with the
history, character, or writinge of Mr. Parker. #hehad heard
of him, in & genersl way, but had never had occasion to
know or think of bim particdlarly. Bome of these easaysh
were published in a apivitual journal, end others read before
public assemblies in different placca; being recoived with
decided pleasurs and appreciation. I the spring of 1869,
the author snnounced his intention of writing a history of
his spirit-life; bot it wea not commenced until the sutnmn
of the same yoor.

When writing, the medium experiences great exaltation
of fecling; n glow of intense pleasurable activity of the
mental foculties, throngh which, thoughts end language
seem to flow as from an inexhaustible fomntain, without
obetruction, save from the dificulty of writing fust enough
to lkeep the stream of inspiration wilhin the channel of
language. Althongh intensely conscious of her oceupation,
she is 8o sbsorbed in it as to be practically unconscions of
what is transpiring around her, The writing continues at
each sitting o Jong 83 the montel’ control is retaimed by
the epirit-author, sud is rosumed whenever & premonition
of his desirs $0 communicate is received.

Having enjoyed oo other advantages of education than
those afforded by a common echool in the country twenty-
five years ago, Miss Femsdell has never been ambitions of
literary distinction ; nor had the thought of anthorship ever
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erossed her mind. Finding herself thus unexpectedly se-
lected for what she believes to be an important end benefi-
cent work, she desires, in humility, to prove faithful to her
" ppirit-guide; and therefore publishes thia work at his desire,
Having verified many of the facts commiunicated to her by
the epirit, and feeling positive of his identity through the
evidence interiorly imparted to ber, she propeses still further
to co-operate with him in these efforts to enlighten the
world opon the greap subject of man’s spivitual nature and
relations.

This work is one of a large and conetantly-aconmulating
clasa of volumes purporting to be written or construeted in
the spiritual world by anthers whe wers once mortal inhab-
itants of the earth, Their intrinsie shavagter alons will be
tlhie test by which the eritical mind will judge of the proba-
ble truthfuloess of thess claime. It ia ooty however, at all
incompatible with honeaty and good faith on the part of the
wmediuma, if the books thea written should not, In all casca,
justify their claim of anthorship.

The psychological border-land between the spheres of
gpiritual snd mundane existence Las nob been yet so thor-
oughly explored as to ensble sny oms in the body to dog-
matize npon the conditions vnder which mortals and immop-
tals may beat meet and hold eommunion together. They
who heve passed from earth seem in our day and generation
to be experimenting in thia direction ; and the crude results
of their experiments, it the various forms of manifestation
now 50 common, are properly the subject of patient study
by those to whom they are submitted,
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I giving my epirit-ife to the world, I have two pointa
at isgne. Firet I desire to show to the world my pressnt
axistenes, ontaide, nnirammeled, and for even from the flesh ;
show my whereabonts, condition, and ocoupstion in my pres-
ent locality. Now, in order to do this, I must get entire
possespion of my medium, through which my light will
ghine to the world, I munst hava her confidenes, will, sight,
and hearing; must let loose my cable, and draw her to the
spirit-world ; I must give her a tangible insight to my
present sphere of use. This book contains my experience
frotn 1864 until 1509, a peviod of Afteen years, Thave been
caating sbout for spme fime for the conditions by which I
conld laber to advantage. I nowhops to give & work to the
public that will be inetructive, and worthy of a wide circo-
Iation,

The second point ab issue is the development of the lady
under my contral, —a lady of great madiumistic worth, pos-
segaing rare powera in the backgromnd, to La bromght for-
ward when the demand calls for them,.

Fraternally yonrs,
THEODORE PAREEE.

[Given throogh the madiomshin of Miss Sarah A. Ramedell whea {n &

samyi-tranos condition, 1880,) .



