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THE FIRST BOOK OF SAMUEL.

INTRODUCTION.

THE two books which bear the name of Samuel anciently
made but one book among the Jews, called by them the
Book of Bamuel. Tho division of the Books of Samusl
into two was derived from the Septuagint, the Greek
version of tho Jewish Scriptures, and the Vulgate, the
Latin version. But although the book bears the title
of the Book of Bamuel in the anciont Hebrew copies, it
is a matter of some doubt whether it was 2o called at the
vory earliest poriod ; the Saventy, the translators of the
Septuagint, eall it, as well as the two suceeading books,
the Book of Kings, or rathor of Kingdoms, which titls
appears very slitable, as the books relate in detail the
mstitution of the monarchy and the reiges of the kin
This has been imitated in the Valgate, which calls tﬁa
two Books of Samuel the First and Second Book of
Kings ; it is also preserved in the second title of our
veraion. Lhe Syrine version names this book * The
Book of Bamuel the Prophet ;" the Arabic version calls
it, *The Book of Samuel the Prophet, which is the
First Book of Kings." :

The Jews were a people “dwelling alone,” therefore we
know nothing of their enrly literature beyoud the books
which are contained in the Old Testament. It Las been
conjectured that Mozes formed a library of the Sacred
Books of the Hebrews, also that Nehemiah * gathered
tﬁgﬂﬂwr the acts of the Kings and the Prophets and

avid."

There is every reason to belivve that the Jews exclu-
sively made use of parchment for transeribing. I .
states that Ptolemy Philadelphus wos surade oo, shosh

N



4 THE FIEST BOOK OF SAMUEL.

ration when the volume or roll containing the law of
God in golden letters was unfolded.

The opinion of the Jews, which has been adopted by
the most learned fathers of the Church, is that the
first twenty-four chapters of the First Book of Samuel
were written by Samuel the Prophet, and that the re-
mainder of the book was committed to writing by the
prophets Gad and Nathan, agreeably to the practice of
the prophets, who wrote memoirs of the events of the
times in which they lived,

Abarbanel, a Spanish rabbinical doctor (1437), and
Groting, a Dutch scholar (16840), suppoze Jeremiah to he
the author of both Books; another greal writer conjec-
tores that a large portion of Samuel was written by the
author of the Pentatench, and of the Books of Joshua and
Judges, The peculiar theory of Jahn, a Cerman theo-
logian of the present century, is that the Books of Bamnel
and Kings wers written by the same person, and at a date
o recent as the thirtieth year of the Babylenish Cgﬁiﬁty.

The First Bock of Samuel is said by some authorities
to have been compiled from old written sources and from
traditions in the lives of SMamuel and Baul. Bome use
was probably made of previeusly-existing documents, os
the SBong of Hannah. e prophets were wont to write
& history of their own time, That Samuel did so iz
evident from the statement that *“he wrote the manner
of the kingdom in a bock, and laid it before the Lord "—
1 Bam, x. 25. That there were wnitben rocords by the
prophets Gad and Nathan is also cerfain, for in
1 Chron. xxix. 29, we read : “ Now the actz of David the

ingr, firet and last, behold they are written . . . in the Book
of Nathan the prophet, and m the Book of Gad the seer.”

The portion of the book aseribed to Bamuel was pro-
bably composed by him towards the latter end of his
life. The narrative contains so many natural allusions
that indicate that the writer was personally cognisant of
the events related ; but he must certainly have lived some

time after these events, from the expression “unto this
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day,” which he makes use of several times, The style of
thiz book is clear, simple, and forcible, and the Hobrew
romarkably pure and free from Chaldaisms. It is rich
in lively pictures of character, and contains several strik-
ing discourses and sddresses interspersed in the course of
the history. It also contains one of the two saecred
lyrics which wo meet with in the time of the Ju

The prineipal of these beautiful narratives are: The
vision of Samuoel, the death of Eli, the anointing of Saul,
the ancinting of David. The chief diseourses are: The
address of Bamuel to the people on their demanding o
king, Abigail's address to David imploring him to s
th:;ghl}uhsﬂf Ngbal, The =acred I}]'nTIE the Sﬂnpﬂﬁ’
Hannah, which has been aptiy styled the * Iagniﬂ.ungb of
the Old Testamant Charch.”

The First Book of Samuel eontains the history of the
Jowish nation from the birth of Samuel, at the time Eli
judged Israel, to the death of Saul, the firat king, » period
of nearly one hundred years, from B.¢. 11561 to B.c. 1081.

It consista of three parts :

(i) The transactions under the judicature of Eli
{chap. L—iv.).

(iL) The history of tha Israclites during the judicnture
of Samuel (chap. v.—xii.}.

(iii.) The history of Saul and the transactions during
his reign {chap. xili.—xxxi.}). .

rtions of this book are of considerable im-
portance for illustrating the Book of Psalms, for at that
Il»eriod commenced the golden of Divine psalmody.

'he manner in which our bl Lord and His Apostles
cite this portion of the Hebrew Scriptures cloarly implies
its supernatural inspiration and Divine authority.

CHAPTER 1,

B.c. 1171—11885.
Evgavar THE Levitee He had married a woman
named Hannah ; she had no children, and, according to
the custom of the age, he allied himself w w weemedowfe,
Peninnah, by whom he had sona sl dsngpiees.
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“HE WENT UP OUT OF HIS CITY FROM YEAR TO
YEAR." The Tabernacle had been pitched in Bhiloh
from the days of Joshua, and in accordance with the
command of God the Israelites went up thither to sacri-
fice at the appointed Feasts.

“ELI THE PRIRST S8AT UPON A SEAT.” Inside the
gateway of the city, leading to the Tabernacle, was a
seat or throne in which the high priest was accustomed to
sit and watch the worshippers who catne up to the Feasta,

HAXNNAH PRAYFD UNTO THE LORD. e bitterness
of her grief led her to call upon God to take away her
relm)mﬁr Eli saw that her lips moved, but as he did
not hiear her voice, he thought she was drunken, and ro-
proved her. She told him her sorrow, and he repliad,
o in ce, and the God of Israel grant thee thy
petition thon hast asked of Him."

“THERE BHALL NO RAZOR CcoME TPOM HIS HEADY
This was the vow of the Nazarites, so called from the
Hebrew to separate. The vow Was to abstain from
wine ; to eat no grapes; to avoid contamination from
corpses and sepulechres; to let-the hair grow ; and not
to mourn the dead. It extended somectimes only a
limited time ; at others, as in the case of Eamuel, who
was conseerated before his birth, during life.

“THAT HE MAY APPEAR BEFORE THE LOED." Asa
descendant of Levi, Samucl was the property of the
Lord from the age of twenty-five to fifty; but the vow of
}l-lanﬂﬂh comsecrated him to God from his infancy to his

enth.

MAMUEL BROUGHT TO Smitow. Hannah took the
son, given to her in amewer to her prayer, and devoted
him to the service of God in the Tabernacle at Shiloh ;
he was left in charge of Eli, to whom he ministered.

“Turek BuLLocks.” The tuagint version says,
2 bullock of three years old also the Syriac and
Arabie, and this is confirmed by the following verse, in
which they are said to have slain one bullock.

“LeNt 70 THE LomD.” The word lent here used is

fo be taken in the sense of returning or gvng vade.
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QUESTIONS.
1. Ta what triba did Elkanah belong P
4, Explain the following .
“ Ty paoriflos unto tha Lord of Hosta in Shilah.”
“ A seat by l:lnitnt’ IhETEI!I}]lﬂr tha Lord."™
i No rasar B0 hum bsad.
3. When was thuTlhrmh“ﬂ in Bhiloh P
4. Give tha signification of the following names :
Y ke i) B ptsera Leed
6. In whet capaaity did Eli govern
4. At what poriod was Samuel born P
REFERENCES,
Verzs 1.—" Elkansh the son of Jerobam." 1 Cheon. v, 37,
Feorsa 3.—" Wenbup . . . Jurlly to worship.” Exod. xxii. 14.
Ferze 11— Sho vowed & vow." Num. v 6.
Veoree 17.—* The God of Tarnel t thes thy petition.” Paalm zx. 4.
Freree 84, —""The Houso of the in Bhiloh, " Joshus Ty, 1.

CHAPTER II.
BC 1188
HANNAH'S SONG OF THANKSGIVING, This sublime
Hymn of T iving, in which the pious mother pours

forth her gratitude, is one of the most remarkable speci-
mens of Hehrew BIIIT sxtant.

“ MixgE HORN 18 EXALTED.” The horn is the eymbol
of and strength as being the chief instrument of
defones to the animals which possess it. In the Esst
it is vory common for women to wear a sort of horn on
their heads, sometimes of silver studded with jewels;
over this projection a.longvaﬂmthmﬂh,mumm
pletal to conceal the face.

E BRINGETH DOWN TO THE GRAVE." To the
lowest state of degradation and misery.

“ INHERIT THE THRONE OF GLORY." Possess seats of
honour.

“He WILL KEEP THE FEET oF His samwrs,” This
is & metaphorical expression, signifying to preserve them
from transgression or Eulhng into sin.

“AND THE WICKED SHALL BE SILENT IN DARK-
NEss." 1In the Septuagint it is, ** He giﬂth the object
nf his tmn to him that prays, and blesseth the

the righteous.”



