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4 What s galaxy of beauty grests tha oys| the iriumph of
Bature over Ar s compists ; vou de not passs to admire tha
rich malerials of which the robs i made—your homage i pald
to the form it covers”
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Proere who talk about *stage plays” and
» play-sctors,” invariably condemn a Hal Musqué.
1fad they been alone in their infatuation, they
wight have done 0 still ; but there are oihers
even of enlightercd views who sneer st this
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kind of amusement a8 & *“ modern invention,”
** foreign introduction,” ** humbug,” &e.

To combat the erronecus ideas emanating
from anch sweeping prejudices, we wrote this
book—prejudices by which the public is led
away, as children are frightened by the reflected
devils of & magic lantern, that the slightest
examination would prove to be * airy nothings."
That the Bal Masqué is & modern invention,
we grant; we also allow it to be foreign; but
we deny, in tote, that it is bumbug. In the
time of Cheops the Pyramids themselves were
disgustingly modern; yet they have got the
better of it now, and if people will be such ardent
admirers of those huge riddles of antiquity, that
were slwaya so full of death, they might at
least abstain from abusing the Bal Masqud,
which on the contrary is so full of life. . Of
course we do not attempt to argue the point
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with those rabid Archmelogists who prefer a
shrivelled up mummy to the loveliest beanty
that ever graced Almacks.

As to the Bal Masqué being a foreign intro-
duction, does not the bee take honey from
exotic as well indigenous petals, and shall Man
yield to a little insect in wisdom? Our annals
are but & mighty ball-room, in which foreign
introductions are continually taking place under
the eye of that indefatigable M. C.—0ld Father
Time. Have we not the introduction of the
Saxons and the Normans—{these parties by the
way introduced themselves); and further, the
introduction of Tea and Tulips; of Princes
Consort and Pines; of Guano and Gutta
Porcha; of Paletdts and Potatoes; of Ger
men Tailors and Sherry Cobblers; of Cach-
meres and Cocon-nuts; of Fther and Ethio-
pians; of Polkas and Promenade Concerts;
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of Hair Powder and Gun-coiton ! igeailln}-'i i
host of others far too numerous for us 1o
mention ; we shall, therefore, immediately pro-
ceed in owr work, holding, that, as a thin rind
is the sign of & good orange, a short Preface ia
that of a good hook.




