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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

SIR JAMES MELVILLE (r535-1617) of ITALIIILL, was the
third son of Sir James Aelville of Haith,  Ar the age of fourtieen
he was appointed page to Mary, Queen of Scots, in France, "|hree
vears later he entered the train of the Constable of France, under
whom he saw service againgt the Emperor and was wounded ot
the Battle of St. Quentin, 1557. In 1550 he was sent by Henry [,
of France as secret agent to Scothnd, with the purpose of
discovering the supposed designs of James Stuort, Queen Aary’s
half-brother (and later regent of Scotland), against the throne, He
returned to France ; but after various other missions he finally
came hack to Scotland and settled at the Court of Queen DMary,
by whom he was appointed Privy Counsellor snd Gentleman of
ilie Bedchamber., He was also emploved by the Cueen as cnvoy
o the court of Quesn Elizabeth i the maiter of the Darnley
marriage megotistions. “Fhersalter durineg the troublous period
of the Rizzio and Darnley mucderss, untd afies the Buatde of
Cacirerty ILill, he maintuined 2 peutral posidon between the
Cueen and the cebellious Protestont nobles, bul after Queen
Wlary's confincment he threw in his Iol with the Regent’s party.
Later, on the personal sccession o the Throne of Jumes VI, he
was aurein appointed Prvy Counsellor swnd Gentleman of the
Bedchamber, and was Enizhted. Ilowever, en the swocession
of James W1, to the English throne in 1603 Melville declined to
follow Kis Sovercign to England and reticed to his estate of [lalhill,
in Tife, where he remained until lis death on 13th Noveomber,
1617,

BIBLIOGRAPHY

The “MERMOIRE OF HIS OWN LIFE'" were firat
published in 1683 in London. A secoud editwon appeared in
1735, # thied in 17571, while m 1827 the Memoirs were re-
printed privately for the Bannatyne Club from the original MS5.
The present exlition has been reprinted from that of 1735, with,
however, many corrections and emendations suggested by the
tBz7 edition.



peculiar ronge of experience o yvaricty of acquaininoe ns
SirJames Mefvitle. He was never o resadent ambassador,
like his brother Sic Robert in London, nar did be merely senve one
court in different countries.  He had Been the apent of dillerent
courts, And his patrons, too, had been diversified n charserer,
Jean de Montue, Dishop of Valence, was neither strict Catholie
nor propet Protestant ; though condemned for a herenie at Rome
he kept the favour of Catherine de Medicis and g0 has heen called
an *amphibious ereature,”” Alelville thought the Hishop hadd
been divinely inspired to befriend him, but he was not quite the
sart of channe! one would expect.  Anne, Duke of Mantmarenaoy,
Melville served in his day of opposition 1o the Gmily of Guise |
az a soldier the Constable was a *' French Fabius,” and sz a
politician so [ar the same, a temporiser. Eywal m Melville's
admiration was biz next patron Frederick, Electr Palatine, the
most symputhietic figure among the Germum Protestant princes,
hut more Culvinist than Lutheran, snother amphibian. o is
from an official source that we leamn how Predericlh’s List come
misgion to him wWas to confer with the rolers of Frinoe on the
religions situaton i that country. Other types like Catherine
de Wedicia with her  lmlian tricks," daximiliaon the future
Emperor, whe was parficularly anxious to keep him, atd Anthony
de Bourhan, King of Navarre, came within the circle of Melville's
special activitics. 1o the early summer of 1539 Sir Nichols
Throckmorton, the English mnbossador in Pans, wrote of him
as ' well liked by the Constable,” and later on informed Cecil
that * 'ITsough he had tulked with many men of divers natians,
finds none so trusty as James Melville . . . the Constable’s
servant, i man of good capacity,” urging that an effort should ha
made to use hini in the service of Queen Elizabeth. This seems
to have been done, an that Queen’s own instniction, while he was
with the Elector Palatine. It was thus as o highly " ex-
perimented ' politician that he tried to restrain Queen Mary,
fenced in diplomacy with Elizabeth, and lectured the seil-
sufficient James V1. Such a man was ohviously in n unigue
position to make a contribution to the history of his time.
The fate of his AMewoirs was somewhat akin to that of
thetr author.  In the [orm which follows thoy were [irst
issued in London (1683), and within a dozen years a French
teanstation appeared in Holland, followed by & repnnt in
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France, another in Holland, and by a new improved French
ve{sin-n as late as 1745. There was no publication in Scotland
till 1735

Melville does not write ag a systematic hiztorisn.  He professes
merely o supply the historizn proper with © parentheses ” on
matters in which he himself was directly concerned, or which
cime under his own personal observation. The opening section
of his bouk is nol on this footing.  When Jamezs V. died Melvilie
was only seven vears old, Bt Sir James Grange, the Treasorer,
who hus so prominent a part, was his hrother-in-law.  That
Mclville prefaces a 1esson nr moral noed not rouse anv suspicion
in the reader, e is not tied to o, though it coreainly directs his
intorest @ and it is anyvhow neither subtle nor pew. He had
started oot with what, gquotline fiom a kindred spirit, he zalls
* the daft opinion,” that in his political seevice he could *° stand
by honesty and virtue,” and s0 would inevitably achieve prefer-
ment and prosperity.  Ile secured neither to the extent which he
thought jus-ified ; but that is a very old story. As Renan has
said, ** History is the opposite of virtue rewarded.”  MNevertheless
Melviile kept to his straight groove, because it was his * duty,”
or, ag he puts it with more psychological frankness, beciuse 1t was
hiz ** nature " todoso.  This unbending quality probably brought
him some reputation of being perverse or unp'easant, He would
be neither corrupled noe copoled, and, as Bothwell said of Bim,
he * hud a pin for every bore.” A letter exists from him o
Thoma: Randolph, dated March, 1572, in which he slreddy
adopts the tone of one who has withdewn from the politic:]
world and its * combersome occupations,” apd sipns himseld,
“ Your ceabit auld and constand afectioned frend.” A man whoe
confesses o being ** erabit ¥ or cross-griined 35 mrely s0in esscnee,
but one of Melville's disposition lays himself open to the taunt.

A result of Melville's outlook is that he 1 concerned with
personalities and their interactions, with personul motives and
impulzes of chamcter, not 2o much with massive peneml faciors,
Hic was himself a Protestant and a devout one—he may even be
called a puritan. The more strange, then, the small part which
the reformed Kirk plavs in his narrative.  He has much to sy
ahout tho treatment of the Danish mission to James VI, bui
never s word about prelacy or the conflict of spiritual and ze ular
jurisdictions. Possibly these finer lssues dicl not come within his
scope. He was not of enthusiastic temper or ahsolute in any-
thing except personal integrity ; but always for clemency and a
generous accommadation in porty oppositions.  He may have

referred, as in the case of the Reformation war in Scotland, ta
I:zm.'n the conflict of King and clergy to those whoe would write
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