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PREFACE,

TO TIIE PEOILE OF TIIE FREE STATES OF AMERICA.

Feurow-Crrizess axo Frieyos,—

Ir it were a mercly personal matter for which T was amaigned
before the United States Couort, after the trial was over 1 should
trouble the public no further with that matter; and hitherto indeed,
though often attacked, nay, almost continually for the last fourteen
years, I have never returned a word in defence. But now, as this
caze is one of such vust and far-reaching importance, involving the
great Huaman Right to Freedom of Speech, and as the actual ques-
tion before the court was never brought to trial, T cannol let the
oceasion pass by without making further use of it.

When Judge Curtis delivered his charge to the Grand-Jury, June
Yih, 1954 I made ready for trial, and in three or four days my line
of defence was marked ont—the fortifications sketched, the place
of the batteries determined; I began to collect arms, and was soon
ready for his attack., When that Grand-Jury, sumunoned with no
special reference to me, refused to find a bill and were discharged, 1
took public notice of the condnet of Judge Curtis, in o Bermon for
the Fourth of July! But I knew the friends of the fugitive slave
bill at Bozton and Washington too well fo think they would let the
matter sleep; I knew what arts ecould be used to pack a jury and

b 2 Parker’s Additional Speeches, 178 - 253,
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vi TREFACE.

procure a bill. 8o I was not at all surprised when I heard of the
efforts making by the Slave Power in Boston to obtain an indiet-
ment by another grand-jury summoned for that purpose. It need
not be supposed that T was whelly ignorant of their doings from day
to day. The armest was no astonishment to me. T knew how
much the reputation of this Court and of ita Attorney depended on
the success of this prosecution. I knew what private malignity
was at work.

After my arraignment I made elaborate preparation for my de-
fence, T procared able counsel, men needing no commendation, to
manage the techpical details which T knew nothing about and so
could not meddle with, while 1 took charge of other matters lying
maore level to my own capacity. 1 thought it best fo take an active
part in my own defence,— for the matter at issue belonged to my
previous studies and general business; my personal friends and the
People in general, seemed to expect me to defend mysell as well as
1 cauld.

A great political revelution took place between the Judge's charge
and my arraignment, June 7th, and November 29th, 1854, and 1
thought the Court would not allow the ease to come to open argo-
ment,  For certainly, it wounld not be a very pleasant thing for Judge
Sprague and Judge Curtis, who have taken such pains fo cstablish
glavery in Massachusetts, to =it there—each like a fravesticd Pro-
methens, chained up in a silk gown beeause they had bronght to
earth fire from the quarter opposite to Heaven — and listen to Mr.
Male, and AMr. Phillips and other anti-slavery lnwyers, day after day
there were faets, sure to corme to light, not honorable to the Court
and not pleasant to look at in the presence of a New England com-
munity then geiting indignant at the outrages of the Blave Power,
I never thoaght the caze would come to the jury. T locked over the
indictment, and to my nnlearned eye it seemed so looped and win.
dowed with breaches that a skilful lawyer might drive a cort and
six oxen throogh it in varions directions; and so the Conrt might

eazily quash the indictment and leave all the blame of the failure on
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the poor Attorney —whom they seemed to despise, though nsing him
for their purposes —while they themselves should escape with a
whole reputation, and ears which had not tingled under manly
speech,

Still, it was possible that the trial would come on.  Of course,
I knew the trial would not proceed on the day 1 was ordered
to appear —the eighty-fifth anniversary of the Boston Massacre.
It would be “upavoidably postponed,” which came to pass accord-
ingly. The Attorney, very politely, gave me all needed information
from time to time.

At the “trial” April 3d, it was opfional with the defendant’s
counsel to beat the Government on the indictment before the Court
or on the merits of the case before the Jury, The latter would fur-
nish the most piquant events, for some curions scenes were likely
to take placc in the examination of witnesses, as well as instruction
to be offered in the Speeches delivered. But on the whole, it was
thought best to blow up the enemy in his own fortress and with his
own magazine, rather than to euf him to picees with our shot in the
open field. So the counszel rent the indictment into many pieces —
apparently to the great comfort of the Judges, whe thus eseaped the
battle, which then fell only on the head of the Attorney.

At the time appointed 1 was ready with my defence — which 1
now print for the Country. It is a Minister's performance; not a
lawyer's,  Of course, I knew that the Court would not have allowed
me to proceed with such a defence — and that 1 should be obliged
to deliver it throngh the press. Had there been an actual jury trial,
[ should have had many other things to offer in reference to the
Government's evidence, to the festimony given before the grand-jury,
and to the conduct of some of the grand-urors themsclves, So the
latter part of the defenee is only the skeleton of what it otherwise
might have been, — the geological material of the country, the Flora
and Fauna lefi out.

It would have been better to publish it immediately after the de-
cision of the case: but my brief was not for the printer, and as many



