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NEWSPAPERS AND PERIODICALS OF SALEM.

- e i b

WE propose to give some account of the several newspapers
and other periodicals, which have been published in Salem
since the first introduction of the art of printing into this town
until the present time. The review will carry vs back nearly
u century, to the peried immediately preceding the war of the
BRevolution; and in glancing at the special purposes of the
various periodicals gince that time, we shall obtain glimpses of
the successive states of public opinion in this place. The list
of serials during these years is o long one, embracing jifty
separate and distinet publications, of various degrees of interest
and importance. Weo shall mention them in the order of their
commencement, designating each by its appropriate mumeral,

Balem waa the third town in the Colonies, In the order of
time, to enjoy the advantages of a publie 'prmung press, It
was in this respecl‘. by both Cambridge and Boston.
The former place contained a printing press a3 early as 1639,
and o8 the infant University was located there, as well as the
local government of the colony, the persons concerned inm it
were encouraged by grants of and from the General Court.
But the Puritan authorities, although ready to patronize this
enterprise to some extent, still regarded the freedom of printing
with a jealous eye, and accordingly, in 1662, two of LIE
worthy and highly approved of the clergymen of the colony
were authorized byajths General l.'i‘omt to act as Lmﬂuffttgz

Thus the dispensations of prace on the
authorities In the matter of land were not w?&i:ut their
ecLuwalenta in the more important matter of free printing,
in Boslon was first established in 1674, in accordance
with lmve specially granted by the General Court, which had
previously ord.emdf in 1664, that there should be no other press
than that at Campridge.
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From this time until the introduction of the printing business
into Balem was nearly & century. In the mean time the press
had been relieved from the sugervisiun and control of the
clergy, and its absolute independence was nearly established.
Several newspapers had been commenced in Boston, and there
was o general disposition to encourage and sustain such pub-
lications. ® .

The peraon who underteok to establish the printing business
in Salem was SaMues HaLn, a young wman, s native of
Medford, and one who, from his qualities of mind and energy
of character, was well suited to perform the task of a pioneer
in this matler. Ile wasa ?mt.-tieal printer, and had learned
his trade of hia uncle, Daniel Fowle, who was the firet printer
in New Hampshire. Before coming to Salem he had been

*concerned with Mrs, Anne Franklin, sister-in-law of Benjamin
Franklin, in the publication of the Newport (R. I.) Mercury, a
newspaper originally estublished by Jumes Franklin, and
which has heen continued until thiz time.

Mr. Hall opened an office here in April 1768, It was
located on Muin street, o few doors above the Town Ilouse—
about where Kinsman's new building iz sitwated. This was
then, as now, near the centre of business.{

* The firat atkempt to establish @ nowspaper in North Amarics, wis
mads, in 1680, when {Sapt. ﬁ']‘. o nin¥le wuinber of o small shect was
printed in Boston, by 'cﬁn’d , for Benj. Harris. It was condemnad
at once by the public authoritios, und it is believed that o sceond number
wus never Iseucd. Tho only copy kwewn to be in existence 1s in the
Btate I office, in London, wlj)'c'm it hias been examined by Rev.
Joseph Felt, The first newspaper uctuslly cstablished in the
eountey wad tho Boston Newa-Letter, commeneed April 24, 1704, by
John phell, the postmaster of that town.

t The Town House wns & wooden building of two stories, next above
the First Church, en the spot betwesen tho present church wnd the
t of tho railroad tunnel. 1t was whers iLa town mectings were
usunily held, (in the lower story) and was also occupied, in  the second
story, ad & Court hoose. Tt wus afterwards called the State House, na
the Provineinl Assembly of Massachusetts convened thercin in 1774,
with John Haneock s president.  1f wus a building of humble praten-
siung, ita chief claim to notice arising from the circometence that it was
a painfed building, which was an uneommon distinetion in those days.
In front of the builéirg, extending on either side the door, wasa
wooiden hench, where the eldarly men of the town were nocustomed to
assomble to gossip and converse on public and private matters.
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1. Mr. Hall soon resolved to commence a paper here, and in
July of the same year issued proposals for publishing one to be
cntitled Tue Essex GAzETTE, to be issued weckly, on Tuesday,
at 6a. Bd., per annum.  The prospectus was full and explicit in
regard to the eharacter of the proposed paper; and as indicating
the spirit in which the ecnterprise was started, we quote the

following passage :

u [ ghall cxert myself to obtain ne peneral and fresh a Collection of
News as will lay in my Power, both Forcign and  Domestic, and insert
it with accuraey and in duc order ; and I shall ot all times assidoonsly
endeavor to proeure and corefully publish, aa [ may heve room, any
Compositions that may have & tendeney to promote Religion, Virtue,
Tndustry, good Order, o dus senze of tho Rights and Uﬁc'rv‘tniea of our
Counntry, with the Importance of true and genuine principles of patriot-
iam, and whataver may serve to enliven and animate us in our known
Loyalty and Affection to our graciong Soversign. In short, any Pieces
that may bo produstive of Pablic Good, or contribnte to the Iomocent
Amusement and Entertainment of my Readera, will ba inserted with
Pleusure ; and any writings of n Contrary Nature, will, if offered for
Lusertion, bo instently rejected.”

These comprebensive, patriotie, and emphatic statements of
his intentions, with more of & similar character, constituted
Mr. TIall's introduction to his resders. And all that he here
promiscd he thoroughly performed, for he was prompt and faith-
ful in the excoution of all his contracts, deveting himself with
great energy and spirit to the discharge of his duties.

The first number of the paper appeared Aug. 2, 1768, and
was 4 very creditable publication in its tngrap%iml exegution,
and the genersl charncter of its contents, It was printed upon
a crown sheet, folio, 10 = 16 inches, three eolamns to the page.
This diminutive sheet, lesa than balf the size of the Guzette
of to-day, was speken of in the prospectus as ¥ four large
pages, printed in folie.” Tt was doubtless considered as largeat
that time.  The head was sdorned by a rude wood cut, com-
prising the figures of two Indians, with o codfish overhesd, and
u dove with o sprig in its bill in the centre. This device beara
some resemblance to the Essex County seal, and was probably
intended to be emblematical of peace, the fisheries, and sue-
cessful cmigration.®  The head-ling assured the reader, in the
common phraseology of that day, that the sheet contained * the

* A portion of this device iscontained in the ssal of the city of Salem.
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freshest advices, both foreign snd domestic.” Tt bore as a
motfo & quotation from Horace, * Omne tulit punctum qui mis-
cuit utile dulci.”

The contenta of the paper were such as were looked for in
public prints ot that time, chiefly items of political news from
various parts of the world, very concisely stated, and selected
with care and good judgment. Foreign news occupied a large
share of the columns. Domestic news was given simply,
under the names of the several towns in the colonies, whenee it
was reveived. A few advertisements filled out the sheet. The
contents were mostly selected, but few original pieces, either
editorial or contributed, appearing in the columns 1o those days.
The public did not estimate so highly at that time as they
seem to now, the off-hand remarks, speculations, and effusions
generally, of editors and their correspondents. *

Mr. Hall was eminently qualified for the task he had under-
taken. He possessed business talents, enterprise, ability, edito-
rial tact and judgment, and withal sympathized entirely with
the state of the public mind at that time with respect to the
mother country. He had commenced his paper at an important
peason. The causes were then actively at work which soon
eventuated in the Revolation. A spirit of independence was
growingdnp in the breagts of the people, and the prineiples of
eivil and political liberty were undergoing a thorough discus-
gion. With this condition of popular feeling Mr. Hall sympa-
thized warmly and earnestly.

Bubseribers to his Gazette were obtained, not only in this
town, bot alse doubtless in mest of the principal places in the
colony; for & newapaper at that period wag a mueh more impor-
tant than st the t day, when such publications abound
in all directions. Therc were then but five papera in the state,
all of which were in Boston.i There was none at the east-

o the contributora to Mr. Hall's paper, was Col, Timothy Pick-
ering jr. He published o series of able and alaberate articles upon the
importence of a reorganization of the Militis, which had grest infin-
ence in arousing attention to the subject, and which suggested complete

sns for increal '1'5 the afficicney of that branch of the public service.

iy fathar, Dea, Lmnt:iﬂ Pickering, also frequently communicated with
Mr. Hail’s readers, nsually to rB]JnEe some growing evil in the commao-
nity, or to encournge some good work,

t The News-Letter, Evening Post, Gazette, Chronicle, and Advertiser.
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wand, except at Portsmouth. Mr. Hall's eastern subseribers
were supplied by & post-rider, who left the office on publication
mornings for the towns between here and Newburygport, deposit-
ing the papers on the way.* To obtain the most recent news
from Boston he incurred the expense of aspecial messenger
from that town, on the previous day, who brought the latest
papers. The news from New York wasa week old, from Phil-
adelphia a fortnight, and from London two menths.

In 1772, Mr. Hall admitted his younger brother, Ebenerer,
into partnership with him. Their business connection continued
until the death of Ebenezer, in Cumbridge, Feb. 1776, aged 27.

The Essex Gazette was published bere nearly zeven years, n

riod which embraced the most important events that imme-

intely preceded the Revolution, All the great questions
which agitated the colonies during that time were discussed in
its columns. The odious taxes imposed by the king—the non-
importation agreements — the Boston Maossacre—the Boston
Port Bill—the Ten ironbles—the doings of the people in their
town meetings, and other primary aseembliee—the popular
batred of the officers of the crown, and other similar topies,
were laid before Mr. Hall's readers in the succession of their
occurrence.

In October, 1770, an attempt was made 1o injure the
subseription of the paigr, on account of an alleged partiality in
its columns towards the non-importation sgreements.  But the
effort wes unsuccessful, and seems to have resulted in the
increase Tather than Jiminution of the Jist. Tho number of
subseribers at this time was sbont seven bundred.

As indicative of the spirit of the paper, we may quote an
article which appeered March 5, 1771. This was the anniver-
sary of the Massacre in Btate street, Beston. The columns on
this oceasion were draped in black. On the first page was

. .lmn'n{{'h%e most active distributors of Mr. Hall’s print wos Thomas
Diman, person's nams is often montioned by our oldest citisens
when the topie of ancient carriers is introduced. He set out every
Tuesday, at eight o'clock, for the towns on the Eastern route s far as
Nﬁ'ﬁurypoﬂ, dispensing his news to eager inquirers all along his WRY.
They looked upon him &8 an important pereonage in the sarvice of
Emﬂh@ their curiosity. His employment wore off the corners of

is salf-difidence, and rendered him not ut all bashfol among + the head
men,” te whose plensure he 80 much contributed. Felt’s Annals.

2



