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INTRODUCTION.!

first two volumea of the Register of the town and parish
in Herefordehire, from a copy made by tho lata ﬁr
Pipar, of Lodbury, well.Jmown in his county ae a distinguished
antiquary and geclogist, whose death on the 26th of August, 1897,
at the age of 78, prevented him fiom carrying out the intention he
hed formed dpa.aailiﬁhia MB8. through the press.

The former of these volumes is the originel Paper Register
axtandi enerally from 1566 to 1641, and has Eﬂﬂﬂl copiad
verbatim; tga latter in the Franscript of the same, on parchment, made
in mocordance with the direction of the Convocation of Canterbury
in 1587, and covers, with a small exception,* the seme period sa the
former book, with the addition of subeeguent emtrice carrying the
contenta nearly o tha cloee of the 17th century.

In the cnpiamw printed such variations as call for remark in
the Transcript have been nddad in Ttslic letters to the contenta of the
peper volume. P. 1, P. 2, &e., in the margin, refer to the original
paper Regiater, and Fol, 1, Fol. 2, &e., to the parchment Tranacript.

In the following pam & commeneement is made In p;énI% the
ary,
Heur;'

VOLUME I. This, in ite jwescnt condition, consists of 214
Epar folics, mensuzing, where aot, 124 ins., by B ina, ; bound

a cover of rough brown calf, labellod “ Ledbury Eegister, 1556
to 1681."” Tt was apparen boundinth&‘ryml T4, B8 indicated
by s memorandum on the fly leal of the Transcript, and a former

icar, the Rev. Jobn Jackson, has written in it, “This is the
original Manuscript of the Parchment copy in the large Book in
this Chest. J. 1.

1Thin Introdnotion ralates to the whole of the Bagistors batween 1666 and
1687, but the volume hare printed embraces caly the portion between 1666 and
1676, The remainder will appear in mibsequent Volomes. :

"The Transoript of baptiama beging in. November, 1508,



vi Ledbury Register,

On some ocossion, though long after the book was writtem, the
f&gﬂﬂ have bean n bmclg, and run on from 1 o 422 inclusive.
t might be thought that thia represents the sxact numbar of
in the book, but upon careful examination in appears that the
leat (pages 9-10) 18 missing ; and this histus 1s allowed for in the
ination, the serso of the fourth leaf heing paged as 8, and the
rects of the next surviving leaf s 11. The orignal entriee thus
lost are baptisms betwesn Bept., 1658, and 18th March, 1558-9.

Gn}l:}ﬂgrumn farther in the voluma, it hemuapﬁfmtthu
several folios, probably 4, are missing hetween pages 238 and 239,
though the E::mn respotiaible for the modern pagination has not
roticad the , aod has mumbered his s continucusly. The
entries here minsing are beptisma from 24th June, 1614, to 1st Bept.,
1618.

Another leaf has been torn ont between pages 264 and 265,
not noticed by the peger, viz: from the beginning of 1624 fo the
14th October in that year.

Once more, & leal is missing between 218t June, 1626, and the
laat dni of April, 1627, aleo of baptisms. This is noticed in
the pogination, from which pagea 271-272 are absent. Tt
i# & fortunsats cirommsetance thas in esch case the missing entries san
be supplied from the Trunscvipt, sxcept it be thai in the firet
hiatus some are still missing betwesn Fapt, 1558, and 20th Nov.,
%559, at which date the Transeript, lor some unaccountable reason,

B
em?l‘hus it camee to pasa that eithongh the book is now numbared
a8 containing 432 pages, there are in reslity only 428, s 214
leaves or foliss. The condition of the leaves at the baginning and
end of the wolume is, as might ba ex d, defoctive, sevaral of
. them being deeayed at the corners very tender, the two at the
end in particuler being torn, and the last of them loose.

There is no speeial titla page, but the first leaf i headed
“ Tiber Regestralis Ledburie Anno Dni. moeocclvj primo die
Julij *—shewing that the book is complete af its boginning.

To turn to the contents of this volume, it may be noted that
the entries are made in Eoglish, and are thus arranged :—

Haptisms begin on page 1in July, 1566, and extend to the end
of page 61', 8th Jan,, 1676-7.

a'fl';eluwerqumofpa.gm 58 and 54 has been torn away,
causing the lose ol emtries between 8let Jan., 1573-4, and 25th
Merch, 1574, and between 6th June and 8th August, 1574, which,
however, can be supplied from the Transori

Marrizges begin on pege 83 and extend a little more than half

down page 72, vis: from 4th July, 1556, to 19th Nov., 1676,

(LEITES.

Burials cocur on e 78 and are continued to the end of page
98, viz : from 25th July, 1556, to 6th January, 1576-7, whereupon
followa the note—:* here endeth the Regyster boke of christenings

! Thin page has lost ite lower holf, but probably oo entrics are missing.
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waddynga and Burialls mada in 8ir hamnet malbons tyme for xx

Foras.
Pages 99-100 contsin various memorands, which are printed

Baj:ﬁ.ms, headed * Baptizati p' Will'm Davis al's weaver
vioaru’ de Ledbury A° I¥ni 1576 ot IE-'?T " reappear on page 101,
and extend to the top of page 200 [this page hemg nesrly blank}, 4.2,
from 20th Janu 1576-7, to 15¢h Bapt., 1621, plus one entry in &
different hand &ﬁmk for 20th Dae. et 1640,

Mavriages, enmulad bk Gomugatx Ac D'ni 1576 p' Will'm Davis ~
al's weaver vicar’' de Ledburie,” extend from page 291 o page
325, both inclusive, i.e¢. from 14th January, 1676-7, to 5th Juns,
1631

It may be noticed that the space of about an inch ia left on
pege 316, betwoen the entry of 28th October, 1612, and the
succooding entry which s dated 23rd January, 1615.  Inthisspace
is written in an old but different hand from the writing above and
below it-—* Heare is a groat error otherwise there wers non
married in Ledbury betwixt tho 28 of October 1612 and the 23 of
Jenuary 1613 whiche was a full yoars and allmoet 3 monothos.”

Pago 326, from which the bottom hes been forn, is blank.

Burials, also headed by the name of Willlam Daviaal's weaver,
recommence on page 327, and extend to the page 452, the present
end of the book, £.#,, from 2ind Jannary, 1576-7, to 18th May, 1684,
Davia himselt wea buried 16ch October, 1612,

From the foregoing descriptivn it would appear that, after the
Trauseript was mads, the paper book still coptinued in use, the
emtries being recorded in both volumss.

It may further bo obeerved that dirsotly below the heading on
pege 1 ia written—*" Note that af th.n end of overy years ... 8
crogse or & hand or o lomge [line]l” The cross and hand
subsequently appear in the margin, snd the line drewn acroas the
page, calling attention to the end of one yesr and the commence-
ment of ancther, of conrsc on tho 256th of Mareh.

Alsa in the margin are cccesienally written the words Donyng-
ton, Marele FParva, Aylton, Pyxley, and Courte de Parke. This s
explained by a wemorandum on Eag}n‘; 101. * Donington, marcle

'v vay Aylton, Pyxley, ot Courte arke sunt Capelle annexs

‘iz p'ochi’ de Ledburi.” Bometimea the names of other ploces
uoour, and oceasionally nemee of persones.

It is an intercsting faot that the names of god-parents are given
from the beginning of the baptisms to the end of Mal un’n
incumbency in 1676.

At the end of page 61, which haa lost its lower half, we rend,
“m® that at 8t. Lnkes tyde last past, hamnet malbon vicar of
ledbury died vizet 1578."
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VOLUME [IiI. Thieis a fina volume, of parchment, hound in
rough brown calf, with clasps and corner pieces of brass, the leaves
measuring 224 ine. by 13} ma.

It is made up as followa:—

1. A blank flylesf, on the werso of which is a printed
advortisement of * BOOKS in arn LANGUAGES, sonp ny
CHARLES PUGH, in Hzreroun,” &e., with the words added in
writing * by whom this Register-Book was new bound 1774."

2. A pooond flyleaf, on the rele, with the following
inseription on its sscond page,
* Lebbmeg o the countic off Bered”.”

margin] )

“The canon engliehed for ths kepeings of reiester bockes in
churches of christnings weddings and burialls made 3% Elissb:
25* ootobris 1587."

[In the text.]
“ Hrraner wee wolde have reiesters to be faithfuily kepte in
Churchee, the necossary vae thereof soe requiringe.
JFivgte wee thincke good to sppoynte that st every visitacon the
tsters and Chorch-Wardens be edmonished tc obserue more
illigently the Queenes Iniunctions in that behalf,

Horonblis that the bookes appoyoted o that vee mays more
safolie be kepte and Coutynewed to the memoriall of the posteritie,
lett them be herealter mede in parchm® by tho uhu%ea of the
plishemors. And that there be written in them orderly at the
E'ia]mnm Chargoe not onaly the names taken out of the olde paper

ookea of suche a8 have byn baptized ed and buryed Bynce

hﬂginin.ﬁa of the Raigne of our Hou'aigne Lady Elizabeths, but the
namaa of suche allse whiche shalbe ﬁptiza;f married or buryed
hereafver. And that nothinge be found to be done guilefully or
omytted necligently, lstt the nnmes whiche are written every weoke
in theea hookes he rende npenly and plainely by the mynister eu’y
sabosthe day, after mormings or eveninge prayer, tho day and
mouethe beinge seu'ally named in w™ they were p'formed and dona,
After the wrilinge of many names hathe filled a whole leafe, the
minister and Church-Wardene of the same p'ishe shall subscribe
their namea: the same shalba observid in every leaffe taken out of
the olde %e;par bookes. Neither shall that booke ha ressrved in the
(ustodie of any one man, baut in a publicke Chest locked withe thres
seu’all lockea soe that neither the Church-Wardens without the
minister nor the ministor without bosthe the Church-Wardens shall
renewe or Uhange any thinge therein.

&he last ohservacon is that the Joppie of the names encresinge
and written yearely be broughte over to thereicster of the Bushoppe
of thet dicces by the Church-Wardens within a monethe of the
foaste of Baster, and be zecsaved without any ffee, and faithfully
kepte in the arches of the Bushoppe.



