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ADVERTISEMENT.

Ty Publichers, and friends of the Spelling Reform

Tk change from the present hoterogeneous ways of spelling to the
phonetic mode, necessarily produces a very considerable change in the
Alphabet, Phoneticians endeavor to make this changs us liltle as
possible, by using nearly all the Roman letters, and adding envugh
now ones, of making slight changes in the old ones, so as to fill out
the complement of & list of #ll the seunds. PBuat even this involvez a
great change,

Tt iz gertain that & person having an English cdueation oan learn to
read Thonotypy, as it has herstofore been prupesed, soomer than he
e learn an entirely new alphabet, and read by ik Now, is ikis
advantags (o superficial and temporary onel, and any ofher advantages
that ran be named, which an emended Rowsw slphobet may heve aver
g new ome {sn AMERIOAN Arpmamer), of suficient importance o
counterval] the serinus disadvantages cinnceted with it? This 18 the
guestion which 1 wish to bring emphatioally belore you, Tlease turn
4o numbers &, 6, T, 8, and 8, in ithe bady of thiz work, for fhe vousons
why we should have but onc alphobet; and suffer me to say lere, that
any enterprise of this kind whick employs mors than one aiphabet,
however sueecssful il may be in ite ineeption, will nof stend the sl of
time. Why, then, put ap with smendments 2 Why mol neaks Lhe
voform s thorewgh and permanent onn, at once?

While this work was %ssin'g put in type, I have hesome aware that
o aration of Pitman’s Phorography is taught in England, ealled
TPhonival Stenography, The Priniing Schemws, 15 now proposed in
England and Ameries, ars variant, and have been shanging ever sines
Phonotypy became sgitated. The langnage of the two countries not
only should, but wust ba the same; and not in s epoken form alone,
or written form slone, but in both. Nothing, therefure, in this printing
and writing reform is yet fized; and althougl eonziderable outlays in
types and baoks have been made, no one ecan ressouably hope or even
wish for the aneeess of his scheme, when satisfied it s far behind what
is ensily nttainable.

1% 34 saidl thal there must be a time when changes shall cease : when
we taust =ettle down on some plan, and keep to it.  True; bt wa mnst
first have @ plan, snd one on which the great body of those who spaak
our language can he made to Settle,

I olaim saperioviiy for my system, on the tollowing points ©

1st. 1 elaim that my tables of voval and consonent elewents ere
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V1 ADVERTIEEMENT.

either perfoct, or, if they should not be deemed so, that they are
nearer the trath than any heretofore proposed.

2d. T claim that my Alphabet (the table of forms appropriated to
the elements} is by far the best and most proctical one yet devised for
all parposes of printing, and round or long hand writing; and this
withont reference to its comnestion with brief writing. For reasona
for this superiority, seo Nos, 8 and 9.

3d. T ¢laim that wy Brief Writing, in its recording stage, is superior
to Pitman’s, or any other, in ifs adaptation to all purposes of short
hand, save that of reporting, by showing the exact sounds of words, in
a plain, lineal, and easy manner, not depending on thicknessing the
lgttors, or on minute turns, which cannot be shown with & pencil, or
duolt pen.  Hee No. 150, and plate No, 3.

4th. T believe that my systom of writing, in ity reporting stage, is,
or can very easily be made, equal, if not superior, to Pitman’s, avon aa
to brevity. By brovity I mean the quicknoss with which a word can
be written, and not the shortness of the steokes. As Mr. Pitman’s
Phonography iz eonsidered to be the shortest snd hest wow known, T
have mads @ comparison between his snd mine, in plate No, 4. Many
wards ean be writien shorier by his system than by mine, and wice
verse. I think thet sny regular piece of composition, contsining a
dozen lines or mors, where all the words ave to be written out, or
plainly and separately desipgnated, can be dons by my system shorter
than by his. Hec Na. 151, )

Gth. T elaim that my system, as a whole, although it muy ha im-
perfect, is still integral, and far in advence of sny yet proposed. 1
solicit investigation of the above claims, by thoss whe are competent
b0 judge.

This little work has cost me much labor. T offer it to the publis
free of copy-right, fecling that T have butb liitle pecuniary interest in
its sucoess.  Bub T do feel s very vonsiderable interest is an author
and philanthropigt, in having ite merits and demerite fully eanvessed.
Tf any one shall put forward a better aystem, or shall mako fmprove-
ments in mine, | shall wish him God gpead.

The recital of the foregeing cluimy mwgy appesr arrogant and ego-
tiglieal, T have made them with the view of cliciting investigation,
and thereby indueing aome publisher, or some society, sller exsmining
‘my system, o undertale ity sdvocacy, in @ monthly paper. To do
thig properly, will involve a considerable outley [or mabrices for the
wew type, & The journsl should receive und pablish suggestions
and eorrections from all who felt interested; so that, before the final
adoption of any syetem or plen, the relative merits of all ghould be
thoroughly discussed, and the best one rendered a8 perfest as man can
make it, T can spare neither time nor woeney te conduct these matters,

and must lesve them to others.
AMABA T SPROAT.
Chilficothe, Ohio, January, 1357,
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INTRODUCTION.

ProwiyENT among the improvements soon fo come imto use,
w1l he the substitntion of a new, or st least of a corrected and
extended slphabet, for our present ome; and the consequent
abrogstion of our abnormal ways of spelling. Hoheequent to
this, (it may bo long in the future;) will be the regulation to
gome extent, of our language. That art by which all other arts
are made known and their knowledge perpetnated, and by which,
next to Teagon, we are distinguished from brates; the medinm of
our suelal intercomrse, snd thereby, in a great moasure, of our
civilisation and happiness; and above all, the medinm through
which the Word of the Lord is communicated to us, has been,
as respoets any sophical wmendments in. its coustraction, or
altempt at any, slmost entirely neglocted. It has been left o
tnmble into shape, to drift, to streteh, as ignorance, chanoe, or
caprice, might sway it

9. Our own loved English, rough, irregulsr, redundant, and
dofective as it is, we would not exchange for any other tongne
on earth, either anclent or modern. But it has lfaults which
need corrccting, such as pronouncing different words alike, and
irregulorities in tenses; and probably it has a few deficiencies
which should be swpplied. We do not want the machinery of
Greek or Latin conjugations and declensions, but we think that
short terminals to verbs to note their moods and tenses, and to
subatantives for their numbers and genders, might be employed
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8 INTRODUCTEION.

with considerable advantage. Endings might he arranged s0 as
to show the parts of speech, and give definiteness to the meaning,
as —ing, —ed, -y, —tion, -ness, &o. do now; and so as ﬁ-eqpentlj
to canable one word to express what is now done by several
Such innovations being based on & few simple rules, might be
learned by any person in a few hours,

8. The regularity, beanty, and power of the Greek and Latin
languages, their grammatical construction, purticolarly in their
declensions and conjugations, prove that they were set in order
by men of seienee. Many of their radical werds were drawn
from other tomgues; some might have sprung np fortuitossly;
yot mo change convention of childven, or ignevant barbarians,
eould have produced the huwrmony snd order we see veigning
there.  Their writing too, we have every reason fo believe, was
strietly phonetic, except that they had two or three donble letters.®
How sadly have we departed from this pluin and simple way
of expressing speech on paper! What years of toil docs this
ileparture eanse onr youth o endure |

4. No living langusge is stationary. Ours is not, and can not
be made zo; therefore iﬁprwa‘i:mht& onght not to be so wmuch
regretted, or opposed simply on account of the change. I deem
it impracticable in the present state of religion and science, for
men to form s gopd philosophical langusge; a perfoet ome
would be out of the gueslien; snd thercfore T would corveet
our own a3 o man smends his life, which is not by jumping =t
once into & new one, but by gradually reforming the present.

5, Bnt not go with improvements n the Alphabet and mode
of spelling. Here the change, when made st all, should be a
thorough onc. It should leap at onec from the present defivient
alphabet and heterogencouws modes of spelling, to the most
perfeet menns of recording words that can be devised.

* The rule adopted by our Latin grammarg, of pronouncing ¢ snd
& soft, as it is called, before ¢, i and y, and provouncing s, cc and e
alike, hus always seemed to me abeurd.  We have no evidence that
the Tomanz ever perpetrated any such jumble; bat have every
resson to suppose that with them e and g were always berd,
and that their single vowels indieated simple sounds, and when
two vowels came together, that Dboth were sounded and formed
n diphthong,



INTRODUCTION. 9

6. To write speech by having and using a separate letter for
each and every distinet artionlate sound, or element spoken;
to always express each element in writing or printing by its
own propor lotter, and by thas alone; and to set down the letters
in the same order in which the elements are utlered, ave prin-
ciples 8o plain, so natural, so cosy to be learned, and which
dispensze st once with such an immenge amount of disadvantage
pertaining to the presomt system of spelling, thet they must
ultimately prevail.*

7. Writers ou Dhonetics, as far as T have noticed, have taken
great pains to depict the advantages of Phonetic speliing over
the wommon orthography. They, however, adopt the present
lettors as far as they go, adding s {ew new omes, or new parts
o old ones, fo complete the liet, Two reasons arc assigned for
this conrse: The first is they wish to retain the old letters, so
{hat the present gencration may be able to read the new way
wilh little tronble. Grave aa this eonsiderstion may loak, it iz
really but a slight one. A man ean loarn a phonelic alphiabet
which is sltogether new to him, and lesrn how to read with it
in u fow hours; a lubor insignifivant in compavison with even
the slightest advenisge in an slphabet intended Lo gpread over
the world, and endure for ages. Thers is no advantage to the
learner, in retaining a letter as to its shape, and changing iis
character. Wo may retain the lettor e, but when we restriet it
to onc of the many sounds it mow stands for, we in [act make
‘4 new Jettér of i, 1 have found it occasioned me move trouble
and more lehor to learn and romember that a partienlar sound
belongs to the printing a, and another particular sound to the
written form, a, thas to atfach those puariicular sounds to new
charaeters, because in this latter case the other sounds of the
letter a sre not constantly cecurring io my mind to bothor me,
The other reason for retaining the old letters is that the old

* Although our table of clements and the charncters representing
them, are to be in strict eonformity with these precepts, yet a
departure from them is convenient in common printing and writing,
and even neeessary in brief writing, so far ss to combine two or
more clements which are frequently associated in words, in one
letter. Such lotters will be ealled double, or composite letters.



