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PREFACE,

HE story of the life of Judas Maccabreus forms

one of the most important episodes in Jewish
history, if only because it explains how the nation
first developed that peculiar phase of character
which marked it at the time when Christianity was
given to the world,

The sources of historic information vpon which
I have mainly relied in the following papes are the
First Book of Maccabees and the Antiquities of
Josephus. The Second DBook of blaccabees being
generally considered to be far inferior in value to
the first, and its statements being sometimes in direct
contradicltion to the more ancient accounts, has con-
tributed only some of the picturcsque details with
which it abounds.

These authorities, however, furnizh little beyvond
the dry bones of history. Some attempt has, there-
fore, been made in this volume to render the story
more vivid by aid of deseription of the scenes in
which it was laid, and of the contemporary social
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and religions life of the Jews. The Talmudic
information is mainly derived from the well-known
edition of the Mishna by Surenhusius; and the
account of the country is due to the advantages
I enjoyed during the survey of Palesting, when I
was ahle to wvisit more than once each of the
battlefields of Judas.

Finally, I have attempted to give a slight sketch
of these results of the great struggle which appear
most important in relation to general history, and
especially as connected with the origin and growth

of Christianity.
e R, 6,

GuiLprorn, 17k May, 1579,
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