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TO THE READER.

| As Mr. Charles Movton prepared this preface not long
before his death we have thoupht it best to let i stand
exactly as e wrote it

THERE are few things more difficult to write and make
interesting than prefaces. Most people skip them
altogether ; few are noteworthy ; none are remembered ;
and, indeed, the once hallowed custom of writing them
at all is dying out. I, however, as part and parcel of a
past age, although still very much alive to-day, feel that
I ought to keep the good old tradition green, and so I
venture on asking you to read this story of my life,
culled from personal data, and jotted down at short
intervals during the few periods of leisure I have enjoyed.

My career, if it cannot claim more than the ordinary
amountof excitement inseparable from itstype, has at least
been full of episode, and if it has been a longer one than
most of my contemporaries, I attribute that mainly to
a strenuous love of work and a temperance of habit,
both birth-inherited gifts.

It goes without saying that during my long life I have
come in contact with many illustrious and distinguished
people, both in and out of the entertainment profession ;
and, if I have not dealt at length in some reminiscences
which might interest the snapper-up of anccdotes, it has
been principally because, to my mind, digressions on
matters which have not seriously influenced a life, should
have little or no prominence in a simple biography.

To my dear brother William, who has always been an
ardent collector of facts concerning my various business
ventures, | tender my thanks for his help in this narra-
tion of my public services, and to Mr. H. Chance
Newton I am also greatly indebted for the trouble he has
taken in the preparation of this volume for the press.



