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WHY GO TO COLLEGE?

To a largely increasing number of young girls
_ tollege doors are opening every year. HEvery year

- adds to the number of men who feel as a friend of

mine, 1 suceessinl lawyer in a great city, felt when

" in talking of the futnre of hisg four little children

ho said, “*For the two boys it is not 8o serious,

~ but I le down at night afraid to die and leave my

+ daughters ouly a bank sceount” Year by year,

too, the experiences of life are teaching mothers
that happiness does not necessarily come to their
danghters when accounts are large and banks are
sound, but that on the contrary they take grave
rigks when they trust everything to accumalated
waalth and the chance of a happy marriage. COur
Ameriean girls themselves are becoming aware that
they need the stimulus, the discipline, the knowl-
edge, the interests of the college in addition to the
sohool, if they are to prepare themselves for the

most serviceable lives.

But there are still parents who say, #There is
no need that my danghter should teach; them why
should she go to college 7" I will not reply that
college training is a life ipsurance for a girl, a

3



4 WEY &0 T0 COLLEGE f

pledge that she possesses the disciplined ability to
earn & living for herself and others in ease of need;
for T prefer to insist on the importance of giving
every girl, no matter what her present circum-
stances, & special training in some ome thing by
which ghe can render society serviee, not amateur
but of an expert sort, and service too for which it
will be willing to pay a price. The number of
families will surely inerease who will follow the
example of ap eminent banker whose daunghtera
have been given each her specialty. One has chosen
mugic, and has gone far with the best masters in
thig eountry and in Europe, go far that she now
holds a high rank among musicians at home and
abroad. Another has taken art; and has not been
content to paint pretty gifis for her friends, but in
the studios of New York, Munich, and Paris, she
has won the right to be ealled an artist, and in
her studio at home to paint portraits which have
a market value, A-third has proved that she can
earn her living, if need be, by her exquisite jellies,
preserved, and sweetmeats. Yet the house in the
mountaing, the honse by the sea, and the friepds
in the city are not neglected, nor are these young
women found less sttractive because of their spe-
cial accomplishments,

While it is not true that Il girls should go to
college any more than that all boys should go, it is
pevertheless true that they should go in greater
numbers than at present. They fail to go becanse
they, their parents, and their teachers, do not see

-
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clearly the personal benefits distinet from the eom-
mercial value of a college trainiag. I wish hers
to discuss these benefits, these larger gifts of the
eollege life, — what they may be, and for whom
they are waiting. '

It is undoubtedly trae that many girls are totally
unfitted by home and scheol life for a valuable col-
lege course. These joys and successes, these high
interests and friendships, are not for the self-<coun-
stions and nervous invalid, nor for-her who in the
exuberance of yonth recklessly ignores the laws of
a healthy life. The good society of scholars and
of libraries and laboratories has no place and no
attraction for her who finds no message in Plato,
no beauty in mathematical order, and who never
longa to know the meaning of the stars over her
head or the flowers under her feet. Neither will
the finer opportanities of college life appeal to one
who, until she is eighteen (is thers such a girl in
this country 7), has felt no passion for the service
of others, no desire to know if throngh history,
or philosophy, or any study of the laws of society,
ahe can learn why the world is so sad, so hard, so
golfish as she finds it, even when she looks upon
it from the most sheltered life. No, the cullege
cannot be, should not try to be, a substitute for
the hospital, reformatory, or kindergarten, To do
its bost work it should be organized for the atrong,
not for the weak; for the high-minded, self-con-
trolled, generous, and couragecus spirits, not for
the indifferent, the dull, the idle, or those who are
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already forming their characters on the smusement
theory of life. All these perverted young people
may, aod often do, get large benefit and invigora-
tion, new ideals, and unselfish purposes from their
four years’ companionshkip with teachers and com-
rades of & higher physical, mental, and moral stat-
ure than their own. I have seen girls change so
much in college that I have wondered if their
friends at home would know them, — the voice, the
carriage, the anconscions manner, all telling a story
of new tastes and habits and loves and intorests,
that had wrought out in very truth & new creature.
Yet in spite of this I have sometimes thought that
in college more than elsewhere the old law holds,
% To him that hath shall be given and he shall have

abundance, but from bhim who hath not shall be °

taken away even that which he seemeth to have”
Yor it is the young life which is open and prepared
to receive which obiains the gracious and nplifting
influences of ecollege days. ‘What, then, for such
persony are the rich and abiding rewards of study
in college or university ?

Pre-eminently the college is a place of education.
That is the ground of its being. We go to college
to Enow, asssured that Emowledge is sweet and
powerful, that & good edueation emancipates the
mind and makes us citizens of the world. No col-
lege which doeg mot thoroughly educate can be
called good, no matter what else it doss. No stu-
dent who fails to get a little knowledge on many
gubjects, and much knowledge on some, can be said




WHY G0 T0 COLLEGE? T

to have succesded, whatever other advantages she
may have found by the way. It is a beautiful and
gignificant fact that in all times the yeara of learn-
ing have been also the years of romanes. Those
who love girls and boys pray that our colleges may
ba homes of sound learning, for knowledge is the
condifion of every college blessing. ¢ Let no man
ineapable of mathematica enter here,” Plato is re-
ported to have inscribed over his Academy door.
“Let no one to whom hard study is repulsive hope
for anything from us,” American colleges might -
paraphrase. Accordingly in my talk to-day I ghall
say little of the direct bencfits of knowledge which
the eollegs affords. These may be sssumed. Iiis
on their account that oue Lknocks rat the college
door. But sceking this first, & good many other
things are added. T wunt to point out some of
these collateral advantages of going to college, or
rather to draw attention to some of the many
forms in which the winning of knowledge presenta
itsolf, .

The first of these is happiness, Everybody
wants “a good time,” especially every girl in her
teens. A good time, it is true, doesa not alwaye in
these years mean what it will mean by and by, any
more than the girl of eighteen plays with the doll
which entrapced the child of eight. It takes some
time to disvover that work is the best sort of play.
and some people never discover it at all. But
when mothers ask such questions as these: “ How
¢an I make my daughter happy 7" «How cag I
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give her the best society 7” ¢ How can she have
a good time 7" the answer in most cases is simple.
Send her to college —to almost any college. Send
her becanse there is no other place where hetween
oightesn and twenty-two she is so likely to have
a gemninely good time. Merely for good times, for
romauce, for society, college life offers unequalled
opportunities. Of conrse no idle person can possi-
bly be happy, even for a day, nor she who makes
& business of trying to amuse herself. For full
happiness, thongh its aprings are within, we want
health and friends and work and objects of aspi-
ration. “ We live by admiration, hope, and love,”
says Wordaworth, The college abounds m all
three. In the ccllege time new powers are sprout-
ing, and intelligenee, merriment, truthfulness, and
generosity are more natural than the opposite qual-
ities often becomne in later years, An exhilarating
atmogphere pervades the place. We who are in it
- dl1 the time feel that we live at the fountain of
perpetusl youth, and those who take but a four
yearg bath in it become more cheerful, strong, and
full of promise than they are ever likely to find
themselves again; for a college is a kind of com-
pendium of the things that most men long for, Tt
is usually planted in a beautiful spot, the charm of
trees and water being added to stately buildings
and stimulating works of art. Venerable associa-
tions of the past hallow its halls. Leaders in the
stirring world of to-day return at each commence-
ment to share tha fresh life of the new c¢lnss,




