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A HARP AEOLIAN,

Lord! let ‘Thy spirit breathe on me,
And T, a harp Aeolian,

Shall murmur with the praise of Thee
And hymn Thy mercies unto man.

Sweep Thou the chords of life and thrill
With lauds of Thee my spirit’s lute,

To sing Thy love, to do Thy will;
Or else let me be wholly mute!



A MARTYR OF THE MOHAWK VALLEY.

(FATHER ISAAC JOGUES, 8.J., THE MARTYR MISSIDNARY
OF THE MOHAWKS, SLAIN OCTOBER I8, 1646,
AT THE INDIAN CASTLE OF OSSERNENON,
NOW AURIESVILLE, ON THE MOHAWK.)

L

THE sunset dwindles in the darkening West,
Empurpling shadows mantle hill and vale;

A soft light haloes Ossernenon’s crest,
Where mounts the moonrise pale.

The land is lulled save for the night-owl’s flight,
The torrent moaning in the deep ravine,

The multitudinous murmur of the night
From grass and forest green,

The palisaded village lies in peace,

The swarthy brave dreams not of war's alarms,
When shall T taste, O Jesu! sweet surcease

From sortow in Thine arms?

When shall I find the solace that 1 seek?
For howsoe'er the spirit, Lord, be fain
To suffer for Thy sake, the flesh is weak
And, shuddering, shrinks from pain.
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II.

Thou knowest, Lord, I have not scorned to bear
The bitter burden of Thy chastening cross,

Nor shirked of all that men hold sweet and dear
The sacrifice and loss:

Friends, fortune, fame, my country and my kin,
Ambition’s dream, the beckoning hopes of youth,
To lead this nation from the night of sin
To the bright morn of truth.

So sweet it is to suffer for Thy sake,
So sweet to win one pagan soul to Thee,
One bondsman’s chains of ignorance to break,
To set one captive free;

To lead one sinner to salvation's goal,

Tho' thrice ten thousand suffered sacrifice
Of life itself, of that one pagan soul

It were not worth the price,

III.

For this I sought the savage Iroquois:
For, so we rest, O Lord of love, in Thee,
Thy heart our home, Thy will our sovran law,
What matter where we be?



