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HIS GRACE,

JOHN EBIRD SUMNER,
ARCHRISHOF OF CANTEREBURY,

THENE KTMINE ARR INGCRIEZD
WITH THE DEEFEST FEELINGH 0F RERFECT AND YINERATLION,
AND WITH & éum‘m:. EXCOLLECTION OF
HI QEACE'S COMNECTION WITH THE DIOCEIE OF CHESTFEER,

FY HI5 GRAUE'S FATTEFUL ANP DEVHTED EREVANT,

THE TRANSLATOR.






PREFACE.

REMEMBER to have been
24 |68 much ftruck, fome years ago,
2N ¥ with a remark of James Mont-

2 ¥%7)| gomery, in the preface to the
Chriftian Pfalmif: *1f he who pens thefe
fentiments,” fays that truly Chriftian poet,
“knows his own heart, though it has de-
ceived him too often to be trufted without
jealoufy, he would rather be the anonymous
author of a few hymns, which (hould thus
become an imperifhable inheritance to the
people of God, than bequeath another epic
poem to the word, which fhould rank his
name with Homer, Virgil, and our preater
Milton."

It might feem prefumptuous in a mere tranf-
lator to appropriate to himfelf the fentiments
of this original and highly gifted author, to
A4




vii Jarelace,

whom we are indebted for fome of the moit
beautiful hymns in the Englih language, but
I can neverthelefs fay with truth, that by a
fomewhat [imilar feeling I was frdt in-
duced to undertake the tranflation which I
now offer to the Public. Ne doubt hymns
of greater power and beauty might have been
felected from the writings of fome of the
earlier German hymnologifts, and efpecially
from thofe of that fiweet finger of Lutheran
Germany, Paul Gerharde; but yet I think
it may be doubted, whether any of them
would have been o fuited to the modern tone
of thought as thofe of Spintz, and fo well
calculated to promote the objedt for which
they were avowedly written — the edification of
the domeftic circle. Indeed BMifs Winkworth
has already culled the choiceft flowers from
the eadier writers, and tranfplanted them
with fo much kil and fuceefs into our Englith
foil, that it would be but a difcouraging tafk té
follow in her track.

Small as is this colleftion, it embraces a
great variety of fubjeéts, and a curfory glance
at the Index will at once thow how many im-
portant phaies of Chriftian experience are de-
lineated. To guote the words of a friendly
eritic : “ There is hardly a branch of Chriftian
doftrine and morality which they do not touch
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upon, and cn every point they come direét to
the reafon, feelings and imagination.”

The verfification is remarkably fmooth and
rhythmical, and the meaning clear and per-
{picuous, Bur what particularly diftinguifhes
thefe hymns is the genuine piety and truly
Chriftian and Catholic feeling which pervades
them. Love of Chrilt and His word is the
golden thread which runs through the whole.
Is it too much to hope, that, by the Divine
bleffing, fome fpark at leaft of the heavenly
feeling which animated the author may be im-
parted, through the means of this tranflation,
to the heartof the Englith reader ! My labour
will not then have been in vain, — if that in-
deed can be called a labour, which has been
the delightful recreation and fweeteft iolace of
my leisure hours.

Addifon remarks, in one of the papers of the
Spectator, that ** a reader feldom perules a
book with pleafure till he knows whether the
writer of it be a black or a fair man, of a mild
or choleric difpofiton, married, or a bachelor,
with other particulars of a like nature that con~
duce very much to the right underflanding of
an author.” There is much truth in this re-
mark, and I fhould have been glad if it had
been in my power to gratify this natural curio-
fity by communicating any interefting anec-



