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WESTMINSTER TO RICHMUND.

HEW WESTMINATEHR HuIDGs,

: T Londoner, choked with the | day duﬁuﬁoone of our cheerful R
' dust of etreets, and deafoned with what longing do we think of the
the noise of traffic, has not often looked | grassy banks o few miles up the river,
with wistful eves at the one dustless | where there is sunlight and fresh air;
and noiseless t orot’:ﬁhfare of the huge | and we envy the flowing tide, muddy
eity, ** Old Father es? Poring | 88 it looks, whieh will so scon have
over desk and book by gaalight at mid- | passed for a Liktle while out of dreariness
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into daylight. There is aspecial attrac-
tion for all Londoners im going “np
gtream ;" the contrast of scens, the
change of atmosphere, are hoth grester
than they can be if we take the other
course and journey towards the river's
month. There is, no doubt, & frame of
mind in which we are dispoeed to seek
those hsunts where we know it i pos-
dilile to “spend & happy day ;" to eat
whitcheit st Purfleet (ab the tisk of
being blown up by the larpest
ing in the kmgdom), or shrimps
ﬁut.hend. We do not disparage
Greenwich, with its memoried of
sioners, and the attroctions of its teles-
copes, but in our best moods these wre
not the scenes to which our longing
torns ; we lovk op the stream, and
for the atmosphers of old-world tran-
qu.t]].lt-vwh.lch Fet hengs sround thejvillag
and vi m ita banks. * It is above
Wea.tminnber idge, startiog from the

Houses of Parliament, that we look for |

the hannts of herces of the past, hard
fighters snd hard thinkers, and for some
og the most characteristic charms ‘of
English landscape seenery,  Let usanp-
ane then, either that the Iong deaired
oliday hes arrived for our Londoner at
laat, or that our American eousin haa
run over fur & trip to inspect the Lktle
island which Americans sre always
langhing at—with & laugh half envious,
half affectionate ; the city attractions
have lost their chann for each; the
Londoner has hod cnough of the ity
for the present ; the American haa
s dome’ the 'J‘nwer, 8t, Panl's, the docka,
and the wine vaulis {why do all Ameri-
cang make o point of doing the wine
vanlts ¢ Perhapa bocanse Hawthorne
“did"” them omnee 1) 5 let us fry “ fresh
fields and pastures new,’” up the river.
Qur starting point, thongh abova the
Limits of the city proper, i five, six or
saven—no one can tell exactly how many
—miles below the western edge of the
metropolis. The ancient city, with three
hundred thousgand inhabitants more than
two centuries ago, and h&:rdi;ra hundred
thousand to-day, is but the dingy noclens
of & vast nebula of brick, that differs

pine -

|

from & comet in constantly ex
and never eontrecting. As a sample of
its progress, the opening, in the ten
from 1861 to 1871, of six hondred and
thirty-five miles of new streets will gerve.
Nine or ten thonsand honses are annually
erected—twice a8 many a8 are in the
game time added to the most rapidly
prowing American city. About four
millions of souls vecupy an aren of one
hundred and thirty-one sguare miles ;
this being still but a corner of the apace
—five huondred and eeventy-six—in-
claded within the bests of the metro-
politan police,© London has thus go-
thered to itself not only home provinces,
but outlying coloniee. More populons
than Rome ever was, her commissariab
gived her none of the worry that so com-
licated the politica of her prototype.
venty miles of beeves, te:n;J abiresst,
atalk calmly overy year into her
vioud maw, aid yeb she wtﬂnmm%ﬁ
snd will not be eppessed wil ing
short of a correaponding tribnte of{:heep,
snd pouliry, te eay nothing of
Eﬂﬁ vegetables and breand. Statistics
like these pase from the arithmefical
into the poetie, and approsch the sub-
lime, ecabombs do capital duty in
the old epics, bot what are hecatombs
to soeh nations of live-stock as these ¥
An army, said Napoleon or Wellington,
or both, travels on i belly. Lo
equals in numbers, and exeeeds in con-
umEticm, forty ariies larger than either
these generals hod at Waterluo, In-
deed, we are bewildered by our very
plarting point ; we have to traverse
go much ground before wo can
wwey, A great part of the time i
consumed in’ etteining  the point
of departure, The most determined
sightseer in apt to be wearied before’
renching the rumluga.tt of 1115 tﬂur,
unless he courageo
mind to notice nnt ing un hu
is really “off” In these days of
underground travelling, this ia ren-
dered essier than it to be.
A century or two age, when the Lord
Mayor and aldermen set ouf on their
enonel hunting excursion, their route
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lay from “ Cheapeide down by Fen-
-chumh Street, and 8o to Al Pump,”
and they soon fonud themeselves, despite
the
horees, among the flelds ! We almost
amnile now, a3 we turn from the Strand
-down towards Whitehall, to think that
this was onee the © vﬂlnge of Charing,"
.and remember how far away the fieldaare
-atpresent, From where we start on our
river expedition, instesd of fields or
grassy banks, we see, a8 our eye follows

the course of the stream, the traces of

the rapid growth of the mighty city,
forced Emmmcnﬂj on our notice by the
cent embankment, one of the
_grenbast works of (Jueen Victorfa's refgn;
and, with all our holiday ardonr for the
“ eood old timee,” we are foreed to cun-
- fess that the beanty and fresh air and
health which Westminster and Vauwxhali
owe to the Thames Embmnkment, AT b0
ibe preferred, even by the lover of the
_pmtmﬂm, to the cxpanac of drea
Tmnd, DoiHeme ud:P:Jmhes, whx.r{
oany of w8 remember 8o well,
Ag we stand on Westminater bridge,
-we cunnot help reealling another famous

‘bridge, of which the poet said, that he :

waw there “a palnec and = priscn oo
«each hand ;" and again drawing a con-
irast in our own favour, Happier, in-

y locomotion of their Flerish.

dead, to be in the England of to-day, even
though the bridge on which we stand be:
not yet & century and a half old, when,-
insbead of the' gm and the prison ™

of the Venetian bridge of sighs, wesee-
a palsce, not of o tyrant, but of the
nation'a representatives ; a prison, not
for the votary or the victim of crime,
' pab for the sick and suffering — the
magnificent 3t, Thomas' Hospital. How-
ever, we musknot be too hasty in self-
gratulation ; o glance up the stream.
painfoily reminds 08 that the prison is
nob yet a thing of the past, a6 our eye i

ceught by the heavy pile of Millbank a
[little higher up on the north side of the
river.  Nearly opposite to it, Lambeth,

the ancient reaidence of the Archbmhupn
of Centerbury, combines the associn-
tione of both palace and prison. Re-
plete with memories of Cardine] Pole,
Lawd, Juzon, Tillotzon, and thoir auc-
cessory, that part of its irepular fagade
which ia first saught hy the cye of the
givatgrer ig the Lollards’ tower, wherein
the followers of Wyclitfi tassed the first
* fruits, on English ecil, of religious per-
| scention,
But far different recollestions are
i awakened by the neme of Yanxhall, thy
sonthern districs where Lambeth Palace
i stonds, Here woere the famous mardens,

CHELSEA FROX THE RIFER.



