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PREFACE

WaEN I wrote the essay on Edmund Spens-
ser the company of Irish players who have
now their stage at the Abbey Theatre in
Dublin had been founded, but gave as yet
few performances in a twelvemonth. T
could let my thought stray where it would,
and even give a couple of summers to The
Faerie Queene; while for some ten years
now I have written little verse and no prose
that did not arise out of some need of those
players or some thought suggested by their
work, or was written in the defence of some
friend whose life has been a part of the
movement of events which is creating a new
Ireland unintelligible to an old lreland that
watehes with anger or indifference. The de-
tailed defence of plays and players, published
originally in Samhain, the oecasional peri-
odical of the theatre, and now making some
three hundred pages of Mr. Bullen's col-
lected edition of my writings, is not here,
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vi PREFACE

but for the most part an exposition of
principles, whether suggested by my own
work or by the death of friend or fellow-
worker, that, intended for no great public, has
been printed and published from a Hand
Press which my sisters manage at Dundrum
with the help of the village girls. T have
been busy with a single art, that of the thea-
tre, of a small, unpopular theatre; and this
art may well seem to practical men, busy with
some programme of industrial or political
regeneration, of no more account than the
shaping of an agate; and yet in the shaping
of an agate, whether in the cutting or the mak-
ing of the design, one discovers, if one havea
speculative mind, thoughts that seem impor-
tant and principles that may be applied to
life itself, and certainly if one does not be-
lieve so, one is but a poor cutter of so hard a
stone.

August, 1912,

W. B. YEATS.



CONTENTS

PAOE
TrooveHTs 0% Lapy GREgory's TRANSLATIONS

L. Cochulain and his Cyele . |

IT. Fion and hLis Cyele g i . . 12
Prerace To THE First Eviriox oF THE WELL
OF THE BAINTS . . ; . . e
DHacovERIES
FProphet, Priest and King . . . . 48
Perzonality and the Intellectusl Essencea . 56
Tha Musician and the Orator . . i |
A Guitar Player . . . . . . (3
The Looking-glass A -
The Tree of Life . . . . . . &7
The Praise of Old Wives” Tales . F I §
The Play of Modern Manners . T3
Mas the Drama of Contemporary L].fe a
Root of its Ownf¥ . . TG
Why the Blind Man in P.nment. ijm wis
made & Poet . i g z . . T8
Concerning Saints and Arkiskts . . . Bb
The Subject Matter of Drama . . . B8

The Two Kinds of Asceticisin . = . B
wik



viii CONTENTS

In the Serpent's Mouth P T
The Black and the White Arrows . i
Hiz Mistross's Eyebrows . . . .
The Tresses of the Hair
A Tower on the Apennines | e B9
The Thinking of the Body . . .
Religious Belief Necessary to Religious Art
The Holy Places . TR
Portry Awp Traniviox

Pairack To THE Finst Epiriox oF Jomsm M.
SywiE's Porsms axp TramstaTioNs .

J. M. S8vxcE asp TiE IRELanD oF m1z Tive
Tur Tracie THEATRE . : i " .
Joux Smawe-TavLom . i . o i

Epmusn SpENsSER . A i . . -

FAGR

100
108
104
108
10
113

114

139
146
196
208
213



THE CUTTING OF AN AGATE



