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“ gpanfood J am, therefore J me belpght
Qo hunt and hawke, to nourigh up and Lede
The prephounde o the roucsr, the pewke w o) Alght,
anb to begtcpde a good and lugtp grebe.”
From S THOMAS Morx's Poomr,



FJutroduction.

EVERAL independent printing preffes were eftablithed
in England before the clofe of the fifteenth century;
and from them iffued numercus books which are

luable to all fiud of antiquity from the light

they throw upon the focial habits and literary

progrefs of our nation, Of thefe it may fafely be faid that not cne
exceeds in intereft that work of an unknown typographer, which is
here prefented in facfimile, and which, from the town in which it
was compiled, as well ag printed, is known to all bibliographers as
“The Book of St Albans," This work has always been a favourite,
partly becaufe our feelings are appealed to in favour of the writer
who for centuries has taken rank as England's earlieft poetefs, and
is ftill, in all our Biographical Dictionaries, reckoned among " noble
authors;” and partly becaufe we love myfteries, and a myflery has
always enfhrouded the namelefs printer. The fubjedts, too, fo
curioufly alliterative—Hawking, Hunting, and Heraldry, have an
enticing and antique flavour about them, being jult thofe with
which, at that period, every man claiming to be “gentle” was
expected to be familiar; while ignorance of their laws and language
was to confefs himfelf a “churl.”




[ Iniroduidion.

As to the language and orthography of the book, it is a never-
failling fource of intereft, being quite different from amy other
printed work of the fifteenth century, except the St Albans'
Chronicle from the fame prefs. Among bibliographers it ranks as
“ yariffimus,” the known copies being fo few that they might pro-
bably be counted on the fingers of one hand.

Looking at the book, then, all round, it will be a convenient
plan to confider thefe fubjeds feparately, and to treat the volume
in its four afpefts of Authorthip, T hy and Bibliograph
Subject-matter, and Philology,

Ypoprap "




CHAPTER L
Authorsbip.

=51 [STORIANS and Biographers, together with Libra-
rians and Bookfellers, have a natural antipathy to
anonymous books; and, wherever they can, are willing
to accept the smalleft amount of evidence as prool
of paternity. It faves much trouble and avoids
numerous errors in cataloguing, when a recognifed mame can be
affociated with an anonymous work. From this tendency a bad habit
bas arifen of autributing to particular writers books concerning which
the evidence of authorfhip is doubtful, if not altogethet untruftworthy.
In this very book we have a ftriking inflance of fuch erroneous
attribution. The three treatifes, of which the book is made up, are
quite diftinét, and to a portion only of one of thefe is there any
author’s name attached, et that name, “Dam Julyans Barnes,”
altered by degrees to '“Dame Juliana Berners,” is now univerfally
received as the name ol the authorels of the whole volume. With
even lefs (how of reafon fhe is credited with the authorfhip of
a “Treatife on Fithing"” for which there is not the fhadow of evidence,
that treatife having been added ten years later by Wynken de Worde,
who, when reprinting the Book of St. Albans, thought that the subjeft

of Fifhing would complete the work as a Gentleman's Vade Mecum.”

There are really four diftinét tractates in the Book of 5t. Albans,
although the two lait being on Heraldry are generally counted as one.



s Asthorip,

The firft is on Hawking; to this no name of the author is
attached, but it has a prologue which no one acquainted with the
other writings of the printer can doubt to be his. Of this we fhall
have more to fay anon.

The fecond tractate is on Hunting: it is fpecially affociated
with the name of Dame Juliana Berners, and will require a more
extended elucidation than the others.

Here the evidence of authorfhip is as good as for moft pieces
of fifieenth-century production—a period at which literary rights
did not exift, and when the fcribe, if at all acquainted with the
fubjet upon which the book he was copying treated, did not feruple
to interpolate his own ideas, and that without any egotiftical vanity,
but merely from a feeling that all books being written for the good
of men, and not from vanity in the author, it was a duty to
improve them where poffible, But as improvement moftly meant
the addition of fomething on the fame fubjedt taken from another
manufcript, we have the conftant occurrence of one MS, being a
compilation of two or three others, and yet appearing under the
name of the laft compiler.

In this treatife on Hunting we have the exprefs ftatement at
the end of the twenty-fourth page—* Explicit Dam Julyans Barnes.”
This might certainly apply to the tranfcription only, but, when taken
with Wynken de Wordes verfion, the probability is, that the lady
compiled as well as wrote it. In the reprint by Wynken de Worde,
only ten years later than the original, he varies the colophon thus :—
@I Explicit dame Julyans Bernes doétryne in her boke of huntynge,”
the whole reprint ending *“ Enprynted at weftmeftre by Wynkyn the
Worde the yere of thyncarnactn of our lorde. M. CCCC. Ixxxxvj.”
So that he, a contemporary, evidently believed her to be the authorefs,
Later authorities attributed the whole book to her pen, but as
they were in poffeffion of no more evidence than we now are, and
probably not fo much, we fhould attach no weight to fuch ftate
ments, which were founded fimply on a vivid imagination,



Author/fip. s

But what is known of the lady who is admitted to have com-
piled the twenty-four pages on Hunting? Who was Dame Julians
Barnes? Here, unlefs a fentimental and inventive {ympathy be
employed to throw an artificial light upon the darknefs, we are in
total ignorance. A biography of her has certainly been written,
and all our Diftionaties and Encyclopadias devote a page or two
to her hiftory, which, in 1810, under Haflewood's nurture, attained
its full development. Even fo far back as r549, or nearly a
century after her fuppofed death, the learned Bale, who wrote
an account of all our Englith celebrities, allows his gallantry to
bedeck her memory with garments fine. “Feemina illufiris!” he
exclaims, “corporis et animi dotibus abundans ac forma elegantia
fpedtabilis” (An illuftrious lady | abundantly gified, both in body
and mind, and charming in the elegance of her mien). Confidering
that the name of the lady is the whole of the text upon which
Bale had to build, this is by no means a bad fpecimen of imagina-
tive biography, and became a good foundation for future commen-
tators. The ftory, however, fared rather badly at firft; for Holinthed,
in 1577, while echoing Bale very exafily, is made, by a curious
error of the printer, who miftook the letters #m for m, to call the
authorefs Julyan Bemses; while Baker in his Chronicles, too carelefs
even to refer to the original text, adds another blunder to the
ftory, and, thinking that Julyan muft be a man's name, dubs the
authorefs “a gentleman of excellent gifts, who wrote certain treatifes
of Hawking and Hunting.”

Chauncy, in tyoo (Hiftory of Hertfordthire), reftored her fex
to the lady, and then fet to work upon making a family hiftory
for her. His firft difcovery was that, being a *“ Dame,” fhe was of
noble bloed. Finding alfo that the family name of Lord Berners
was, in olden time, fpelt occafionally Barnes, he foon fupplied a
father for our authorefs, in the perfon of Sir James Berners. And
fo the game of making hiftory went on merrily up to the time of
Jofeph Haflewood, who, in 1810, reprinted Wynken de Worde's
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