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PREFACE,

the sofe apgressors—that the Government of India
having long born insult and aggression withont retalia-
tion, and with great forbearance, were at length com-
pelied to resort to arms in support or vindication of the
honour of the British character—to repel invasion, to
seck redress for past injuries, to obtain security for the
future, and to establish a peace on a solid and perma-
nent basis. .

Such are the motives which have been stated by
anthority. Bt in the statements, both of a public and
private nature, which have gone beforo the world, much
has been said that Mg‘ht'to have been avoided ; and
much has been omitted which, for candour and justice
sake, ought to have been told.

In the absence of a faithful narrative of the cvents
which led to the war, the Author has been induced to
venture upon the publication of the following Work ;
the facts heing chiofly collecied from the records of the
Indian Government as preseated to Parliament.

The Aunthor from his early pursnits in the military
profession, has had but little opportanity for literary
pursnits—or the improvement of an education he was
taken from while very young. This may be received
by some as an excuse, and induce them to make al-
lowances for the many inaccuracies and deficiencies
which no doubt will be discovered.
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