LOUIS AGASSIZ AS A
TEACHER: ILLUSTRATIVE
EXTRACTS ON HIS
METHOD OF INSTRUCTION



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649020799

Louis Agassiz as a Teacher: Illustrative Extracts on His Method of Instruction by Lane Cooper

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



LANE COOPER

LOUIS AGASSIZ AS A
TEACHER: ILLUSTRATIVE
EXTRACTS ON HIS
METHOD OF INSTRUCTION

ﬁTrieste






LOUIS AGASSIZ

[ ——



LOUIS AGASSIZ AS A TEACHER

" ILLUSTRATIVE EXTRACTS ON
HIS METHOD OF INSTRUCTION

WITH AN INTRODUCTORY NOTE

BY

LANE COOPER

FROFEAAON OF THE EDNGLIAH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE
IN COEBNELL OUNIVERBITY

TR

THE COMBTOCK PUBLISHING CO.
ITHACA, NEW YORK
1917

i



{IBRARY
SR RALIT

W YORK

THE NE
Fnuuuhllﬂﬂl
a1y

PUBLIC
ThDER

_ Copyright, 1017
Tan Comerock Popusmne CoMPART

PRLER AF

THE NEW RS FRIHTERL CONFANY
LANCASTER, Fi.




P L

e
i

kY

o

The besuty of his better self lives on

In minds he touched with fire, in msoy an eye

He teained to Truth's sxact severity;

He was a Teacher: why be grieved for him

Whose living word still stimulates the aiz?

In endless fila ahall loving scholars come

The glow of his tranmmitied touch to share.
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PREFACE

F it be asked why a teacher of English
ghould be moved to issue this book on
Agassiz, my reply might be: ‘Read the

Introductory Note'—for the answer is there.
But doubtless the primary reason is that I have
been taught, and I try to teach others, after a
method in essence identical with that employed
by the great maturalist. And I might go on
to show in some detail that a doctoral investi-
gation in the humanities, when the subject is
well chosen, serves the same purpose in the
education of a student of language and litera-
ture as the independent, intensive study of a
living or a fossil animal, when prescribed by
Agassiz to a beginner in natural science. But
there is no need to elaborate the point. Of
those who are likely to examine the book,
some already know the underlying truth in-
volved, others will grasp it when it is first
presented to them (and for these my slight and
pleasant labors are designed), and the rest will
' [v]



PREFACE

find a stumbling-block and foolishness—save
for the enterfainment to be had in the reading
of biographry.

I have naturally kept in mind the needs of
my own students, past and present, yet I be-
lieve these pages may be useful to students of
natural science as well as to those who concern
themselves with the humanities. We live in
an age of narrow specialization—at all events
in America. Agassiz was a specialist, but not
a ‘narrow’ one. His example should there-
fore be salutary to those persons, on the one
hand, who think that a man can have general
culture without knowing some one thing from
the bottom up, and, on the other, to those who
immerse themselves and their pupils blindly
in special investigation, without thought of the
prima philosophia that gives life and meaning
to all particular knowledge. There can be no
doubt that science and scholarship in this
country are suffering from a lack of sympathy
and contact between the devotees of the several
branches, and for want of definite efforts to
bridge the gaps between various disciplines
wherever this is possible. It may not often
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PREFACE

be possible until men of science generally
again take up the study of Plato and Aristotle,
or at least busy themselves, as did Agassiz,
with some comprehensive modern philosopher
like Schelling. But it should not be very hard
for those who are engaged in the biological
sciences and those who are given to Lterary
pursuits to realize that they are alike inter-
ested in the manifestations of one and the same
thing, the principle of life. In Agassiz himself
the vitality of his studies and the vitality of the
man are easily identified.

In conclusion I must thank the publishers,
Houghton Mifflin Company, for the use of
selections from the copyright books of Mrs.
Agassiz and Professor Shaler; these and all
other obligations are, I trust, indicated in the
proper places by footnotes. 1 owe a special
debt of gratitude to Professor Burt G. Wilder
for his interest and help throughout.

Lane Coopen

Cornerr. UntveRsTY,

April 7, 1017,
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