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THE RELATION OF JESUS TO HIS AGE 4XD
. THE AGES. '

A BERMON PEEACHED AT THE THURSDAY LECTURE, IN BOETON,
DECEMEEE 84, 1544.

Have any of the rulers, or of the Pharisses, belioved on him P—Jomy vil, 48,

I ol the world there is nothing =0 remarkable ss a
great man ; nothing so rare; nothing which so well repays
study. Human natare i3 loysl af ite heart, and is, always
snd everywhere, locking for this ita froe earthly sovereign,
‘We sometimes say that our institutions, here in America,
do not require great men ; that we get along better with-
oot than with much., Bai let & resl, great man light on
our guarter of the planet; let us undorstand him, snd
straightway these demecratic hearts of oars burn with ad-
- miration and with love. We wave in hie words, like corn
in the harvest wind. Woe shonld rejoice to obey him, for
he would speak what we need to hear. Men are always
Lalf expecting such a man. Buob when he comes, the real,
great man that God has been preparing,—mon are disap-
pointed ; they do not recognize him. He does not onfer
« the gity through the gates which expectants had crowded.
He iz a fresh fact, brand new ; not exactly like any forme
faok, Therefore men do not recognize nor acknowla
him, Hislanguage is strange, and his form unusual. Hi
locks revolutionary, and puolls down ancient walls to buil
his own temple, or, at lesst, splita old rocks ssunder, and
guarries anew fresh granite and marble.

There are two classes of groat men, Now snd then
some arige whom all mknuw]a%rga to be great, soon as they
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2 THE EELATION OF JESUE

appesr. Such men have what is troe in relation to the
wants and expectations of to-day, They say, what many
men wished but bad not words for; they translate into
thought what, a8 a dim sentiment, lay a burning in many
8 heart, but could not get entirely written out into con-
peionsness. These men find a wa{com&. Nobody misun-
derstands them, The world followa at their chariot-wheels,
and flings up ity cap and shouts its huzzas,—~for the world
ia loyal, snd follows ite king when it wees snd knows him.
The good part of this world %o‘llows the highest man it com-
hends; the bad, whoever serves its turn,

Bat there is another class of men so great, that all can-
not ses their greatness., They ere in advance of men’s
conjectures, higher than their dveams; teo good to be
actual, think some. Therefore, say wany, thero must be
gome mistaks ; this man is not so grest as he ssems; pay,
he is no great man at all, but an impostor, These men
have what is trns not merely in relation to the wante and
expectations of men here and to-day ; but what ia true in
rolation to the Universe, to Bfernity, to God. They do
‘not speak what yon snd I have been trying te say, and
cannot ; but what we shall one dav, years hence, wish to
say, after we have improved and grown up to man’s eatabe.

Now it pogms to me, the men of this latter class, when
they come, can never moet the approbation of the censors
and goides of public opmion. Buch as wished fora new
great man had a superstition of the last one in their minds,
They expected the new to be just ke the old, but heis ~
altogether unlike. Nature ia rich, but not rich enough to
woate anything, 8o there are never two greal men very
gtrongly mmilar. Nay, this new great man, perhaps, begina
by destroying much that the old one built up with tears
end prayers, He shows, at first, the limitations and de-
fects of tho former grest man; calls in guestion his an-
thority. He refusos all masters; bows not to tradition ;
and with seeming irreverence, langhs in the face of the
popular idols. How will the “ respectable men,” the men
of a fow good toles and those derived from their futhers,
“ the best of men and tho wisest,”—how will they regard
this new great man? Theay will see nothing remarkable
in him except that he iz fluent and superficial, dangerens
and revelutionary. Ha disturbs their notions of order; he



TG EHIS AJE AND THE AGEA. 8

shows that ths institntions of society sre not perfect ; that ,
their imperfections are not of granite or marbls, but ﬂn‘;lg
of words written on soft wex, which may be erased a
others written thereon anew. He shows that such imper-
fect institufions are less than one great man. The guides
and consors of Eublic opinion will not honour such a man,
they will hate him, Why not?f Some others not half so
well bred, nor well furnished with precedents, welecome
the new great man ; welcome his idess ; welcome his per-
gon, Thoy say, “ Behold s Prophet.”

When Jesus, the son of Mary, & poor woman, wife of
Joseph the carpenter, in the little town of Nazareth, when
he “began to be sbont thirty years old,” snd began also
to open his mouth in the synagogues and the bighways,
nobody thought him a great msn ab all, as it seems,
“Who are yout”™ said the guardisne of %ublir: opinion.
He found menm expecting s great mam. This, it seems,
was the common opinivn, that & great man was to arise,
and savo the Chorch, and eave the SBiate. They looked
back to Moses, a divine man of antiquity, wheso preat life
had passed into the world, and to whom men had dene
honour, in various waye; amongst others, by telling all
rorts of wonders he wrought, sud doclaring that none could
be #o great again ; none got sonear to God.  They looked
back also to the prophets, & long line of divine men, so
thoy reckoned, but logs than the awful Mosos; his stature
was far above the nation, who hd themselves o his
shadow., Now the well-inatrueted children of Abraham
thought the next great map must be only & copy of the
last, repeat his ideag, and work in the old fashion, Sick
men like to be healed by the medicine which helped them
the last time; at least; by tho customary drugs which are
popular,

In Judea, there were then parties of men, distinctly
marked, There wore the Conservatives—they represented
the Church, tradition, ecclesiasticsl or theocratical authority.
They adhered to the words of the old books, the forms of
the old rites, the tradition of the elders. “ Nobody but &
Jew can be saved,” said they; * he only by circumcision,
and the keeping of the old formal law ; éody likea that, He
accepts mothing else” Thess wers the Pharisees, with

l -



4 THE RELATION OF JESUS

their servants the Boeribes. Of this class were the Priests
and the Levites in the main, the National party, the Na-
tive-Hebrew party of that time. ‘They had tradition, Moses
and the propheta; they believed in tradition, Moses and
the prophets, at lesst in public; what they belisved in
private Eo& knew,and so ﬂig:hﬂy. Iknow nothing of that,

Then there waa the indifferent party ; the Badducees, the
State. They had wealth, snd they believed in i, both in
public and private too, They had & more gemerous and
extensive cuﬂirat-ion than the Pharisess, They had inter-
course with foreipners, and understood tho writors of Tonia
and Athens which the Pharisee held in abhorrence. These
were sleek respectable men, who, in part, disbelieved the
Towish theology. It 18 mo very great merit to disbelieve
even in the devil, nnless yeo have & pomitive faith in God
to take np your sffections. The Sadducee believed neither
in angel nor resurrection—nof at all in the immortality

f the wonl. Heg believed in the State, in the lows, the
constables, the prisong, and the axe. In roligious matters
‘it epems the Pharicee had a positive belief, only it was a
positive bolief in' s great mistaks, In religions matters
the Saddncee had no positive belief at all ; not even in an

rror : at least, some think so.  Hig distinetive affirmation
was but & denial. He believed what he saw with Lis eyes,
tonched with his fingers, tostod with his tongue. Hae
ever saw, [elt, nor tasted immortal lifo; he hed no belief
herein. There wea onee s heathen Sedduces who ssid,

" My right arm is my God["

Thers wag likewiso a party of Come.onters. They de-
gpaired of the Btate and the Charch too, and turned off
into the wilderness, “where the wild ssses guench their
thirst,” bnilding up their organizations free, as they hoped,
from all sncient tyrannies, The Bible says nothing di-
rectly of these men in ifs canonical books. It is a curions
omission ; but two Jews, each scquainted with foreign
writers, Josephna snd Philo, give an account of these.
These were the Hssenes, an ascetio sect, hostile to marriage,
atb least, many of them, who lived in a sort of asseciation
by themselves, and had all things in common.

The Pharisees aud the Sadducees had no great living
and roling ideas; none I mean which represented man,
his hopes, wishen, affections, hie aspirations, and power of




