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48TH Uomnms,’ HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVER. §Ex Doc.
15t Sessgion. No. 97.

REPORT OF GUN FOUNDRY BOARD.

: e 1':'& S "H"L.‘
 UNIVERSTY
MESBAGE NCH !E{.',_;-..:-'.l,.."

FROM THE E

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES,-

TRANSMITTING

A report of the Board of Army end Navy Officers relative to the best
location for establishing a Government foundry.

FepaUArY 20, 1884,—Referred to mc“',‘}“‘,ﬂ“ on Appropriations and ordered to be
printed.

To the Senate and House of Representatives:

1 transmit herewith to the House of Representatives the report of a
Board of Army and Nayy Officers, appointed by me in accordance with
the aet of Congress approved March 3, 1883— |

For the purpose of examin and mm ing to Congresa which of the navy- ud'
or lrsennl!pnwmd :tvthu l]mif-:rgnmant. mmgmt location and is best ﬂm for
the establishment of & Government foundry, or what other method, if any, shouid be
sdopted for the menufscture of heavy ordosncs adapied io modern warfare, for the
use of the Army and Na\'i,f of the United States; the eost of all baildings, tools, snd
implements to be used in the manufactare thereof, inclndil:ﬁ_ the cost of &
steam-hammer or apparatus of sufcient size for the manufacture the hagviest

o CHESTER A. ARTHUR.
EXECUTIVE MANSION,
February 18, 1834,

Gun FounpeY BoARD
1727 Pine Street, Philadelphia, Pa., February 16, 1884,
T the President:

In aceordanee with your instructions of April 2, 1883, isaned under
the provision of section 1 of the “Act making appropriations for the
naval service for the flscal year ending June 30, 1884, and for other
pu.rpoaeagoﬁrpmved March 3, 1883, the Board, composed of six officers
selected the Army and ﬂTav_v. “ for the purpose of examining and
reporting to Congress which of the navy-yards or arsenals owned by
the Government haa the best location and ia best adapted for the estab-
lishment of a Government foundry, or what other method, if any,
ahionld be adopted for the mannfacture of heavy ordnance adapted to
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modern warfare, for the use of the Army and Navy of the United

Btates; the cost of all buildings, toals, and implementa necessary to be

uged in the manuafacture thereof, including the cost of a steam-hammer

or apparatus of sufficient size for the manufacture of the heaviest guns,”

:::d%hﬁ honor to submit herewith its report and the record of its pro-
ngs. !

In order to reply satisfactorily to the act of Congress, it was neces-
BNE for the Board to seek information in Europe, and visits were made
to BEngland, France, and Russia. It is appropriate to state that yoar
Board was received by both Government officials and by private com-
panies with much eordiality, and every assistance was rendered in its
investigations in those countries,

It was the desire of the Board also to vieit the large German steel
works at Essen, but the permission to do so, which waa requeated of
Mr. Fried. Krupp, was not granted for reasons that will be found stated
in the eopy of correspondence attached to this report.

The 1Frl.’nozmi, having lﬁmfﬂﬂ?ld its dnties, has agljournad sine die.

respectin the Board
o ’ ' E. SIMPSON,

Rear- Admiral, United States Navy, President of the Board.



REPORT

OF THE

GUN FOUNDRY BOARD.

The act of Congress, approved March 3, 1883, under which the Gun
Foundry Board was organized, calls for a report on the following
pointa;

1st. Which of the vavy-yards or amenals owned ithe Government has the best
location, and is beat adapted for the vatablishment of & Government foandry.

2d. What other method, if any, shonld be adopted for the manufacture of hemv,
qs:d?;:oo adapted tu modern warfare, for the use of the Army and Navy of the Uni
R

3d. The cost of all boildings, tools, and implements necessary to be used io the
manufactire thereof, including the cost of a steam-hammer or apparatus of saflcient
size for the manufacture of the heaviest guns.

The first question presnpposes the establishment of a Government
Gun Foundry, properly so called, the establishment to be under the
absolute control of the Government, and the details of all work to be
supervised and direeted by Government officers.

The answer to this question involves simply an expression of opinion
a8 to the snperior adaptability, for the purposes of a gun foundry, of
any navy-yard or arsenal now owned by the Government.

e second question imposes no limitation, and calls upon the Board
to suggest ‘‘any other method” (apart from a Government foundry,
pure and simple) by which the purposes of the act of Congress can be
achieved. The Board is evidently called upon to consider the subject
of joint action between the Government and private parties for the ac-
complishment of & national purpose, ;

The Board decided that there were three points of view from which
thia sabject should be considered, viz: _

Ist. That the Government shonld supplement the plants of some of the steel workers
of the conutry with such additional tools and imy ents a8 wonld enable them te
tarn out finished steal cannon.

2d. That the Government shoold give contracts of sufficiont magnitode to enable
ihe steel workers of the country to supply the finished gous without its direct aid.

3d. That the Governmeat shouald eu:ub{i.uhon ita own teccitory a plant for the fab-
ricstion of eanoon, and shonld contract with private parties to sitech amounts as wonld
enable them to supply from the private industries of the conntry the forged and tem-
perad material,

The course of the investigation being thus indicated, the Board ad-
dressed circular latters to several of the steel manufacturers in the
conntry and to the two companies employed in the fabrication of ean-
non. These letters and the replies thereto will be fouud in the corre-
spondence attached to the record of ipmmdings of the Board, and
copiea are appended to thia report. The replies were unsatisfactory,
the snbject being & new one to the parties addressed. The expense to
be incarred could not be caleulated upon any known Dbasis, amd the

7



