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Statistics. There is but one method of collecting
accurate statistics concerning soeial conditions; and that
is to send experts into the field to gather the informa-
tion upon the spot. Unfortunately this method was not
open to the department of sociology when it undertook
to investigate the condition of the county almshouses of
Missouri. The desired information had to be ohtained
by other and less accurate means. Wherever possible
a student or alvmnus of the University was sent to
visit the almshouse about whick information was
sought; but it was found possible to do this in only
about thirty per cent. of the cases. In the remaining
cases question blanks were sent to the superintendents
of the almshouses with the request that they be filled
out and returned to the department. In this way infor-
mation was received concerning fifty per cent. more of
the almshouses. But when no response from the super-

. intendent eould be elieited, the informetion was usually

obtained through the county clerk, although in the case
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of three county almshonses all efforts of every sort
failed to secure the desired information. Nevertheless,
in spite of the relatively erude methods employed in
gathering the statistics, there can be no dounbt that they
present a fairly accurate picture of the actual condi-
tions of Missouri almshouses to-day. Small details,
both good and bad, may lie concealed, but the main ont-
lines of the system stand out in clear relief.

The statistics here presented concern ninety of the
ninety-three county almshonses of Missouri. Twenty-
one counties of Missouri have no almshouses, but still
follow the primitive practiee of boarding out their pau-
pers (usnally very few in number) with farmers, These
counties are Benton, Camden, Carter, Dent, Douglass,
Dunklin, Gasconade, Hickory, Laclede, McDonald,
Madison, Maries, Miller, Oregon, Ozark, Pemiseot, Rip-
ley, Shannon, Taney, Worth, and Wright. St. Louis
county also has no almghouse, but sends its paupers to
the 8t. Louis City Poorhouse,

The chief statistics for each almshouse of the ninety
concerning which information could be obiained are
herewith presented in tabular form, beginning on the

following page.
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The total nomber of inmates in the ninety alms-
hounses was 3,348, of whom nearly one-half were found
in a single ingtitution, the City of St. Louis Poorhouse.
The nsual preponderance of males, due undoubiedly to
the fact that dependent women are less likely to be sent
to the poorhouse than dependent men, is exhibited in
the Missouri almshounse population, over 54 per cent., or
1819, being males, and a liftle less than 46 per cent., or
1529, being females. As regards race, 3056 of the in-
mates are white, while 292 are eclored. This makes the
propertion of almshouse inmates who are colored a lit-
tle less than nine per cent. while the colored element in
the total population of the State constitutes but a little
over five per cent. Classified as regards age, 1262, or
37.7 per cent. of Missonri's almshonse inmates are above
sixty years of age; 1932, or 57.7 per cent.,, are be-
tween eighteen and sixty vears; and 154, or 4.6 per cent.,
are under eighteen. It is evident from these figures
that in Missouri as elsewhere an undue proportion of
the aged end their days in the poorhouse. 'While per-
gons above sixty years of age censtitute but a little over
gix per cent, of the population of the entire country, they
form over thirty-seven per cent. of the population of
Missouri’s almshouses. The proportion of children and
voung persons in Missouri’s almshouses i not great,
although it is muoch higher than it shonld be. Of the
154 inmates under eighteen years of age, ninety-two are
between two and fourteen years.

If classified according to physical condition, it is
evident that very few of the inmates of Missouri’s alms-
houses are able-bodied. Five hundred and nine, or fif-
teen per cent. were reported as able to do some work,
but probably not mere than one-third of these might be
considered in any proper sense able-bodied. One thous-
and nine hundred and nine of the inmates, or fifty-seven
per cent., are mental defectives, being either insane,
feeble-minded, or epileptic. Four hundred and seventy-
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