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PREFACE.

Exorrwe siories, have, during our own tmes, sn.
tered widely into the- literature for unfolding minds.
Yet, among reflocting parents and teechers, who foel
that a right edocation is peculiarly the safe-guard of
our country, therw is an increasing demand for works
founded on sclidity of principle, and which pressnt
xnowledge, and morality, without the disguise of
fiction.
~ In compliance with this demand, the present vol-
ume has been prepared, conmining lessons of re-
publican simplicity,—of the value of lime,—of ke re.
wards of virtue, of the duties of this life, es thay
take hold oo the happiness of the next. Thesa ob.
jects have been kept in view, in the composition
beth of its prose and poetry, and throughout the ve-
ried formms of narrative, biography, and didactic es-
#ay.

Though adapted by the nature of its plan, and di-
vision, as a reading-book for schools, it does not
limit itself to the sphere of an assistant, in the art
of Elocution. The writer hopes that it may someiimes
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be a compavion of the child, who, loving truth for
its own sake, voluntarily devotes u part of his lei-
sure, to what i usefol, and sits in the long winter
evenings, reading aloud to his mother, by the quiet
fireside. '

HBons of my people—this book hes been con-
structed for you, carefully, and with pleasure. May
it bear on its pages, & blesing to you, who now, un-
der the discipline of education, will so soon emerge
from its (utelage, to take the places of the fathere.
Then, may you stand forth, amid the gresn vales,
ond brosd praivies of our native Jand, like the olive,
cheering and enriching those arcund,~like the cpk,
transmitting its bonoura to a future sge—like the
blessed tree, “whose leaves are for the healing of
the paticos”

L H. B

Hairrroro Conm
Mareh Ts 1842,
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KNOWLEDGE.

Taxee has never been a period, in the history of
|he world, when knowledge was so highly prized, aa
in the present age. Neither has thers ever been a
country, where it was so universally diffused, as in
vur own. Bome degree of it is surely within the
reach of every person.

Have you ever thought much of the evils of igno-
rance ! Have you observed bow narrow and preju-
diced the upeducated mind becomes '—how credo.
lous and superstitious '—how prone o mistakes,
with regard to the nature of duty, and the opature of
hiap piivess 1

The poor Burman’s highest idea of happiness, ia
to be turned inio a bulfalo, and lie down in n field
of bigh grass, where there are no miraguetoes to an-
noy. “We want nothing but healthy bodies, and
plenty of seals to eat,” said the Greenlanders to the
trst missionnries who sought them out. Ignoruoce



