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PREVACHE.

I ywoERTooE the Inquiry of which this volume is the
result, after resding the recent work of M. de Candolle,
in which he analyzcs the salient events in the history of
two hundred seientifie men who have lived during tha
past two centuries, dedueing therefroin many curious
conclusions which well repay the attention of thought-
ful readers. It so heppemed that I myself had been
leisurely engaged on s parallel bug more extended in.
vestigntion—namely, e regards men of ability of all

descriptions, with the view of supplementing at some

I 4 Histoire des Scionces e des Savants depals denx Sldcle™
Par Alphonse de Candolla  Oore. Inst, Aced, Ba, de Paris, eto
Genbve, 15735
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future time my work on “ Hereditary Genius,” The
object of that book was to assert the claims of one of
what may be called the * preéfficienta™” of eminent
men, the importance of which had been previously
overlooked ; sod I had yet to work out more fully its
relative efficacy, na comparsd with those of education,
tradition, fortune, opportunity, and much else. It was
therefore with no ordinery interest that I studied M.
de Candolle’s work, finding in it many new ideas and
much confirmation of my own opinions; also not a
little critiviam {supported, as I conceive, by very im-
parfact biographienl evidenes}? of my published views
on heredity, I thought it best to test the velue of this
dissent at once, by lImiting my first publication to the
gzme field ss that oo whick M. de Candelle had worked
—noamely, to the history of men of science, and to
inveatigata their eociclogy frem wholly new, ample,
and trustworthy materials, This 1 have done in the
present volume; and I am confident that ome effect of

the evidenee here ccllected will De to strengthen the

1 Qr, “all that has gone bo the vaaking of”  The word was sup-
gested to me.

! Reference may be wade to a ghort review by me of M. de Can
dolia’a work, in the Forfrightly Review, March, 1878,
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utmost claims T ever made for the recognition of the
importance of hereditary influence.

A few of my results, snd some of the evidence om
which thay were bosed, wera given by me at s Friday
evening lecture, February, 1874, before the Royal In-
stitution. [ have incorporsted parts of that lecture into
~ this volume, with emendations and large additions,

It had been my wish to work up the materials 1
possess with much mimuleness; but gome months of
careful Jabor made it clear to me that they were oot
sufficient to bear a more strict or elaborste treatment
than [ have now given to tham,

The pleasant duty remaine of acknowledging a debt
to my friend, Mr. Herberf Spencer, for many helpful
sugpestions, and {or his encouragement when I was plan.
ning thia work; and to reiterate my deep serse of
gratitude to nomercus correspondents, which I have ex.
pressed elsewhers in the following pages,

1 may add, that four of the scientific men who re-
plied to my guestions have passed away since I began
to write. Of these, two had sent me complete returns,
namely, Prof. Phillips, the geclogist, and Sir William
Fairbairn, the eungineer. As regards the other two—
8ir Henry Holland, the physician, had published his
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sutobiography, but he gave me much help colloguinlly,
and promised more; and Bir Edmund, better known as
Count Strzelecki, the Australian traveler and meteor-
ologist, furnished me with very suggestive information,
‘but too incomplete for statistical nse. '

Frawome Garros,

4% Borrawn Gare, November, 1574,

P.B3—I have to apologize for some faults of style
in the earlier pages, duoe fo my net having had ss full
an opportunity as I had counted wpon of correcting that

portion of tho press,

After 1 had sent the abowe to the printer, a friend
bappened to point omt to me the following passege in
the “Bartor Resartus™ of Carlyle (book i, ch. 2. It

expressca sentiments so oearly akin to those which in.

dueed me to write this book, that T am glad to quote it »

¥ Tt {s maintained by Helvotins and his set, thet an infant
of genins is quite the same 88 any other infant, only that cer-
tain surprisingly faverabls inflnenees scoompany him throngh
life, especially through childhood, and expand him, while oth-
ety lie close folded, and continme donees, . . . With which
opinion, eries Tenfelsdrfickh, ' T sheuld as soon agree as with
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this other—that an scorn mipght, by favorable or unfavorable
influences of s0il and climate, be nursed inte a cabbage, or the
oabbage-sead into smoak, Newvertheloss.' continmes he, *1, too,
acknowledge the all-bat ompipotence of early enltura and
norture; hereby wa have gither & dodderod dwarf buosh, or a
high-towaering, wide-shadowing tres; either a mick yellow
cabbage or an edible luzuriant green onme. Of & troth, it is
the duty of all men, espessally of all philosophers, to note
down with ascurasy the character{stic cironmstunces of their
education, what furthersd, what hindered, what in any way
modified 3. . . M7






