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INTRODUCTORY REMARKS,

Tug present volume of the Evarisn Catnoric Lisrary
mtroduces to modern readers a treatize by Bir Thomas
Moare, “ one of the ornaments of the Enghsh nation, one
of the wisest, best, and mest religions of mankind.”*
We say introduce, because, with the exception of his
most notable Uropr1a, the works of that eminent martyr
are known, save by name, to very few of his countrymen.
Whether this has aricen from the cold and depressin
influence of a system antagonistic to that faith of whic
he testified ; or whether, from his name being o tragi-
cally incorporated with the great histerical events of the
sixteenth century, all attention ‘to hiz writi has been
absorbed in the contemplation of the man; is a question
on which it is needless to speculate. Let us hope
that the improving spirit of the present aze will repair
this disgracefol neglect; and that ere long a complete
and zatsfactory edition of the works of Sir Thomas
More will be as rife and familiar on our shelves az those
of Shakspeare and Bacon,

The biography of the virtuous Chancellor requires not
to be penned by ws anew. The Life by his great-grand-
son Cresecre, so ably edited by the learned and acute
Mr. Hunter, is one of the most charming compositions in
that department of literature; and in point of fidelity
and interest is only equalled by that of Wolsey, which

* Rev. J. Hunter, Sonth FVorkshire, 1. 374,
a



vi INTRODUCTORY REMARES,

the sagacity of the same editor has restored to the real
nuthor, George Cavendish. Those by Roper,* Cayley,
and, more recently, by Mr. Walter,—apart from scarcer
tractates within the cognizance of the erudite—comprise
every particular of importanece to their subject.

As the title-page bears, and as Cresacre More narrates,
the Dielogue of I‘:-hr:}fart against Tribulation was com-

ged doring its author’s imprisonment in the Tower of

ndon in 1534. * Which subject,” this hiz descendant
well observes, “ he handleth so wittily as none hath come
near him either in weight of grave sentences, devout
considerations, or fit gimilitudes; seasoning always the
troublesomeness of the matter with some merry jests or
pleasant tales, as it were sugar, whereby we drink up
the more willingly these wholesome drugs, of themselves
unsavory to flesh and blood ; which kind of writing he
hath uvsed in all his works, so that none can ever be
weary to read them, though they be never so long."t
And again, when speaking of his various works,—
Surely of all the books that ever he made, 1 doubt
whether [ may prefer any of them before the said three
Books of Comfort, yea or any other man’s, either heathen
or Christian, that have written (as many have), either in
(Greek or Latin of the said matter. And as for heathen,
I do this worthy man plain injury, and do much abase
him, in matching and comparnng him with them, espe-
cially in this point: seeing that, were they otherwise
never so incomparable, they lacked yet, and knew not
the very especial and principal ground of comfort and
consolation, that is, the true faith of Christ, 10 whom and
for whom, and whose glory we must seek and feteh all
our true comfort and consolation: well, let that pass;
and let us further say, that as the said Sir Thomas More
notably passeth many learned Christians, that have of
the same matter written before, so let ug add, that it may
well be doubted, all matters considered and weighed, il
any of the rest may seem much to pass him. There is

® The edition by Mr. Singer is o worthy companion to the lsboor of his
friend, Mr. Hanter.
+ B 110, '
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in these books so witty, pithy, and substantial matter, for
the easing, remedying, and patiently suffering of all man-
ner of griefs and sorrows that may possibly encumber an
man, by any manner or kind of tribulation, whether their
tribulation proceed from any inward temptation or ghostl
enemy, the devil, or any outward temptation of the wnrirl‘!:
threatening to bereave or spoil us of our goods, lands,
honoor, hberty, and freedom, by grievous and shaerp
punishment, and finally of our life withal, by any painful,
exquisite, and cruel death; against all which he doth sn
wonderfully and effectually prepare, defend, and arm
the reader, that a man eannot desire or wish any thing of
any more efficacy or importance thereunto to )I;e added.
In the which book his principal drift and scope was to
stir and prepare the minds of Englishmen manfully and
courageously to withstand, and not to shrink at the immi-
nent and open persecution which he foresaw, and imme-
diately followed against the unity of the Chureh, and the
Catholic faith of the same ; albeit full wittily and wanly,
that the books might safer go abread, he doth not E?.'pl'&".:'&r}'
meddie with these matters, but covereth the matter under
a name of an Hungarian, and of the persecation of the
Turks in Hungary, and of the book translated out of the
Hungarian tongue into Latin, and then into the Enclish
tongue.”* And such golden consolations and encourage-
ments, and genuine philosophy, were inscribed “ with «
coal; "' his enemies having enbanced the pains of incar-
cprlar;iﬂn by depriving him of all ordinary writing mate-
riais .

The first edition of the Dialogue of Comfort was printed
gt London by Richard Tottel, 1553, in quarto. The
next, from which our present reprint is obtained, at Ant-
werp, in 1573, in 16mo. : and again, at the same city, in
1574 and 1578, The portrait in this first Antwerp edition
was unknown to Granger and Bromley.

The * Right Honourable and Excellent Ladie,” to
whom Fowler dedicated the work, was Jane, second
daughter of Sir William Dormer (father of the first Lord
Dormer of Wenge), by his first wife Mary, danghter to

. P, ::Em.
i
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Sir William Sidoey, ancestor to the Earls of Leicester.
She was maid of honour to Queen Mary, and married
Don Gomez Svarez de Figueroa y Cordova, Count of Feria,
who came to England with King Philip, and was after-
wards the first duke of Feria in Bpain®* According to
Haro, his love for her cost the duke somewhat of rank and
fortune. His words are: © D¢ guien se avia enamorada y
aficionado de tal manera, que escrive, g ::'}g:r esta causa
no sucedio en el estade y Marquesad a'i; LEg, por no
aver contrafide matrimonio con lo Marquesa dona Cata-
lina su sobring, hiju del sobredicho Conde don Pedro su
hermano.” +

With the exception of adapting the orthography to that
of our own day, and amending the punetuation, the pre-
sent reprint iz a faithful copy of its original, carefally
collated with the text in the collected works of 1557,

Mr. Mitford has recently & rescued from oblivion the
following epitaph on More by Henry Harder, from the
Lrelicie Poetarwm Danorum. This we here preserve;
and conclede with the much more elegant tribute of the
JEELIit Balde, the most estimable poet of his illustrious
order.

Thomer Bori Epitapkivm,
Mori memento, gaisguis hane tomnlum vides
Tle ille gentis t=nta hux Britannics,
Columengae voxque civinm, Fegis manus,
Et purpuratorum nlpha Morus presidiom,
Charitum voluptas, doles Muessrum decus,
Virtoths ara, termdnma Constonthse,
Virque omniom, dum vizit, integerrimos,
Hig iile Morne ille divisus jacet
Irae furentis immolatus principis.
Frenn guid ista fecerit dignum rogas
Age, arvige aured : ipse quamvis mortuis
Tiba dicet ipse—nempe quad dieit? Nihil,

¥ Colling" Peerage, by Beydpes, vit. 69,
1 Nobiliario de Eapana, iﬂ%
I Geutleman's Mag, for April, 1946, p, 384,




=

THOME MORI CONSTANTIA.

Higille Morus que melins nibil
Titan Britanno vidit nb wthere,
Funecata cim Regem Holena
Tleltn furiasset eatus

Andnx hlﬁuu Bperners naptia
Amare verl, propositum minis
Obvertit Henricl, tyranne

Fartior, indocilisgae fecti.

Mon enreer Hlum, non Aloysn
Dimorit axor ; nee trepidus gener
Mec ante Patrem Margariia
Femineo lnerymos questi.

Fertur mmomentem mitia conjagem

Sed non et isto digoa vire, procul
Abs ge remotam, com feroe,
Ut fafuam, pepulisse risu,

Mox, qui flusntam se Themesis rotat
Ad destinatum funsribag lovam,
Casto coronandus trinmpls,
Per meidios properavit Angloe.

Ductam secutd fleate Britunnid,
Moo flevit onues ; warmore dorker,
Et certa despectante valtu
Fata tasns, hilarisque toryim,
Atqui seiekat, quid =it regiad
Tortor parasset, non aiiter tamen,
Quiim lnareatos Sulls fasces,

Tpa= euam petiit scoarim,
Plenas fubord guo tumulo stetit,
Postenam paventers carnificis manum,

Mercede firmasset, croento

Cafla dedit ferfenda ferro.

Euaster Mondey, 1947,



