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PRETLCE.

Nesary three N E A, when The suthor of e fu;;-llu'u’ing TTOvK
was collecting matertals for o life of Alexander Alesing, the earlicst
amd one of the meost distingnished of the Senttizh exiles whe werr
driven outl [rm thelr conntry for theie alivehment 1o the pringiples
of the leformation, he eunse unexpectedls upon the teaces of 4 work
in which Alesivs bad Insertedl some scoount of Patrick Humilion.
Following up these troces, he found that Itsbuoe, 2 Giormam anthor
of thesixleenth century, had infrodaced o translation of that aceount
into his History of the Martrrs: on perosing which, b discovered
that Alesing had ooticed geveral important paréienlars of 1amiiton’s
chiaraeter and 13%, amd of Tis ewn enonesinn with b, which were
pertectly new to iistory, us wall as exiremely interesting snd valn-
able. The author then became anxious to see the original work.
which was referved to as o Tatin Commeniary on the First Dock of
the Psulms; but no copy of 1t gould e found in the library of the
British Museum, the Bodleizn, Sion Cellege, or any of the other
great libvaries of this eountry to which he had access. It was mil
I he had teavellad in quest of 16 as e 2s Lhe 010 3brary of Welten-
biittel in the Grand Duche of Brunswick, that he got his first cight
ot & Gopy.
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The amouut oi new lght thrown by the statcwents of Alesius
upon the biography of Hamilton was 20 very considevable, and these
gtotements had s muoeh valoe a8 coming from one whoe was the
Martyr's own disviple and eonvert, znd the eye-witness of his trial
and martyrdom, that the author resolved fo altempt fo constroet, hy
their help ond with the aid of snch additional facts se lurther re-
searell might bring to light, g complete Life of the Firat Preacher
and Murtyr of the Seottizh Reformation.

such o Viegraphy has temaioed 611 this doy a desideratum,
mearcely anythivg, in fagt, hes been wdded to our knowledge of the
tirst and mnst interesiing of o1l cur Seottish Protestent Muriyrs, since
the wecount of him inserted by Fox in his © Acts aml Monnments.”
Lrven Knox, the only nreiginal kistorian of the Seottish Reformation,
was alle te add very little to that sceount; while Bpottiswond
and Calderwood coulld only repeat the staterents of the Murtyr-
ciogist and the Reforter, 3 18 indeed singular that such faets in
the life of sueh o mar, as the universities where he studied, and
the influenees unier which Lis character snd eonvictions were
Fosersed, amed the Jencth of tine during which ke had oppoctunits to
dizscminate his doctrioes, sl even his bistl-place, bis marriage,
and =gvery] of the oiveumstanees of his last days apd martyrdom,
should have remoiued a0 long wnknown., Butb i i mwore singular
atill that o lewmed worls, wheh, a1_|||.|_|]i|_dt'| m'ig'i::;ﬂ ant sulhbentic in-
formmtion upon the mozt of these points, and written, too, by a man
whoe was biwmsI an hovour bath g his teacher ond his country,
shoonld bove rewsmined for theee hopdeed Teirs nmmoticrd and un-
known by Beotlish authors, and should ouly st this time of day be
secidentully brought to light.

In cxecuting his design, the auther found it necessary, in order to
exhibil the various infloences noder which Hamilton's character and
convictiona were formed, to bring inte vicw msny facts Lelouging to
the religions history of ke dimes in which he lived, aud to the
sinnls of the moeerous wigversities inowhieh he stucied, e con-
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ceived fhat much of the interest of such a lide lies in fracing the
manifold discipline of inséitutions and events by which the work-
man is shaped sod tesined for his work, as well as ia the exhibition
of hiz work itself; and vequiring bo draw somaewhat logely for that
parpose both wpon academic and geneval history, he has thought the
designation of *An Histerical Biography' the most appropriste {o
deseribe the wixed conterts of the volume,  Fle lias been able, how-
ever, Ik some instances to derive that history from fresh sources;
and Be refers, o evidenee of (lis, o the originel desuments gon-
tuined in the Appondiz, which Lave pever boeen printed before, und
which will ba fuund to nossesz congiderable valus in relation parti-
|;u]:’Lr1EJ.' Lo Soodtish eecelosin=tien] wlinrs.

The season ol aclive  perspuel sorviee permaitied o Palrick
llamilton, as a preacher ard reformer, was extvemely lvicf, but his
infloenee waz propagaicd by his disciples znd econverts lhrough
many subsequent vears. Ll i eusy, in truth, to recognise his image
and superseription in the docirinal iype which centicued te mark
the Seoltish Relfoemation from ils commencement in bis presching
dawn b the sbale of Geosre Wishar!'s roiurn to Beetlaed in 15244—
sn interval of no less than seventeen veurs,  That period fle anthor
has ventured to desipnace the Hamilton-peried of the Leformution ;
and he by endeaveared 1o tence Lis influencs throngliout its whels
length, and to judicate sevem dislingt lines of radistion in which
the light was diflosed from the lnminons cenire of his brief bat
bibghly impressive winistry.  Hiz influenee thus propagnted was felt
cither direetly or indivectly by a great number of individuals, whose
pames have been preserved to ns by historians.  In regard to some
of thess the sollior has not been able to add onything to the stook of
our previous knowledgeo, but in o good macy other sascs—including
the pames of 2ir Junes Homilton of Kineovel, John M Dowell,

tohert l'.'u,-I|,:|'.'-:l;hr|u:l Jalin ]If‘;‘Lll,li.ﬂ{‘:? :.mﬂ, more  than any other,
Alexander Alesius—he has been more fortunate. 1t tormed no part
of his plan, however, to carry hizs notiees of such of these carly



