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PREFACE

TO THE FIRET EDITION.

Tais work ia desipned to snswer the ingniry, WaaT
18 CONGREGATIONALIEN — IN THEORY AND IN Prac-
TICE ¥

It mecordingly containe an exposition and discossion of
the fundamental rrmicreLEs of ithe system; & statement
snd defenee of its more important DocTRINES rezpecting
church order and discipline; the testimony of ECCLESIAS-
TICAL HISTORY, that such for substance waa the polity of
the Primitive Churches; o ennmeration and explanation
of the ecclesiastical PRACTICES of Congregationalists; and
a development of some of the prominent ADVANTAGES of
thiz eystem over ell others,

No one can be more sensible of the difficulty of execut-
ing such & plan, than the writer now ia; had he been
equally s0 before he undertook the tack, it probably would
have saved him the trouble of thia preface,

An spology for the work may perhaps be found in its
bistory. About three years since, the writer waa appointed

At (v}



i FREFACE TO THR YIRST EDITION.

by the Clerienl Association of which he iz a member, to
prepare a dissertation wpon Congregationalism. This he
was requested to publish; but, thoogh the result of con-
siderable reading and reflection, it was regarded by him as
too immature to be offered to the pablie. A renewsl of the
request of the Association ab their next meeting, induced
the anthor to re-write the essay and to preach the substancse
of it to the people of his charge. The unsolicited opinion
of intelligent parichioners, who were ignorant of the doings
of the Association, led to the belief that the sobstance of
the dizcoureea might prove ascepiable to the dencimination
geverally, A revision was mccordingly begun. This re-
vision led to & further examination of authorities, o multi-
plication of fopics, a more extended yange of discussion,
and ultimately, to the decision to submit this volome to the
judgment of the public. '

The work has been written, not for the wise, nor for
those exaclly who are simpla; but, meinly, for that large
class of persone who occupy the intermediate space between
the learned aod the jznorant.

The English roader will occasionally find a word or
phrase in Latin or Greek; but rarely unaccompanied by
& translation, and never, it is believed, in such a position as
to break the sense of the sentence.

It is no part of the author's plan to make war on other
denominations: yet, he has felt constrained to spesk freely,
though it is hoped kindly, of those from whom he differs.

That he has fallen into no errors, in s work so abounding
in distinet and controverted topics, is, perhaps, more than
can be reasonably expected; but, he has certainly used his




FREFACE TO THE FIRET EDITION. vii

utmost care to avoid mistakes. The opinions expressed in
these pages may possibly be somewhat modified by further
investigation and reflection; but as they now appear, they
are not the offspring of haste, nor, it is confidently be-
licved, of mere prejudice.

The Appendix contains numercns articles of considerable
importance to the illustration of the general subject of Con-
gregutionalizm.

Adopting the language of the Ilearned and excellent
Bamuel Maiker, in his ¥ Apology for the Liberties of the
Churches in New Enpgland," the anthor commends his
lIabors to the favor of the churches and to the blessing of
God ; —*%7 am far from assuming aoy thing of authority to
mysolf in the following shects. If T have collected the
sense of others right, and well epitomized their thoughts,
which are variously dispersed, and reduced them to a clear
snd nateral arder, T ghal) think it snficient.”
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