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INTRODUCTION.

My object in writing the following pages, i¢ to ‘give the
most recent and suthentic information concerning the
Province of AvusTRaria Ferix. Having been 2 resident
for some years in this fine portion of the British dominions,
I have had opportuhities of witnessing the great changea
which have taken place in its aflairs ; during that period I
have seen it sink for a season into a state of nearly universal
bankruptcy—not from any dearth of natural resources—not
from its inaptitude for colonization—but rather from that
headstrong spirit of speculation, which in all newly-formed
communities is generally found to prevail. 'Fhis was
doubtless the main cause of the late unfortunate crisis ; that
it was not the only source of its depression the reader will
perceive by perusing the following pages.

It ought also to be remembered, that at the time affkirs
in Australia Felix assumed such a desponding aspect ; all
the Australian colonies were suffering in a nearly similar
manner. I will merely allude to the state of the pet colony
of South Australia, simply because this part of New Holland
was settled about the same period as Australia Felix, the
charter to the South Australian Company being granted in
1835, Thia colony, of which Adelaide is the capital, after

receiving every aid that the powerful and universal agency
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of the British press could afford, supported by a wealthy
landed proprietary in Englend, and cherished by legislative
enactments, was declared to have been et the period to
which I refer, in as bad, if not a worse state, than neglected
Australia Felix.

But those days of adversity are passed; both these
colonies are in & much healthier state, and it is to be hoped
the severe lesson of experience the colonists have learned
may act beneficially on them in future.

Numerous works have appesred on the subject of
emigration to the Australian colonies, some evidently puffe,
emanating from interested parties; others abounding in
the most wild and dreamy imaginations, having to all
appearance been written by persons, who evidently were
never out of their own country. Writers of this description
have Seen of the greatest injury te these colonies ; deceiving
the poor, but respectable emigrant, with the idea that he is
proceeding to a land * flowing with milk and honey,” but
he finds on his arrival that an industrious and steady course
of life are equally as necessary as in the mother country to
gain a mere livellhood. The idea which he had been led
to entertain of making a rapid fortune fades away before
the realities of # colonial life. He becomes 2 disappointed
man, and dwindles down into a lazy shepherd, spending
all his wages in ardent spirits. This is the fate of many
who on their arrival, had they not been puffed up with
such foolish hopes, might heve done well.

I have in this volume, touched on few subjects which
did not come immediately under my own observation, and
therefore trust that the facts which I have adduced will be
useful to those contemplating emigration, and amusing to
others who are interested in our eolonies, but who have no
inclination to leave the solid comforts of an English home.




CHAPTER 1.

TaE province of Australia Felix, also known as Port Philip,
is situated on the south-east coast of New South Wales,
between the 141st and 146th degree of east longitude, It
is bounded on the south by Bass’s Straits, on the west by
South Australia, the River Murray in the 86th degree of
south latitude forms its northern Iimit, and the swampy
river in the 1415t degree of east longitude bounds it to the
eastward. It occupies a space of thirty thousand square
miles, or twenty millions of acres. The greatest extent
from east to west, is two hundred and sixty miles ; from
north 1o south, one hundred and sixty miles. It commands
a navigable sea coast of five hundred miles, and abounds
with harbours and roadsteads.

For many years before Port Philip was settled, sealers
and barkers from Van Diemen's Land had visited its shores
and also the neighbouring harbour of Westernport. These
wanderers returning with a favorable account of the country,
induced a few enterprising colonists from that Island to
make efforts for the formation of a settlement somewhere
on the coast ; their own lands being overstocked, did not
afford sufficient nourishment for their fast-increasing flocks

and herds. Its permanent occupation was effected by these
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