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Lural Postoan of Biveford, Diebom,

AUTHOL OF “PALLADE ANT S0%Gs."

T A huolik Poal,
Wi gonpge gushel From his hear
A shawers Fam st olouds of apmnier,
U tears froud thiv axalide sinrt,

S Who theoug® Jeng dnvs of Inbour,
Axed ighice devald gf e,
Bl homnl o hls moul Al emusle

OF wowlerfol metedle,

“Eneh sngs livn powes i gqulsk
Tl vasises jals oF com,
Azad pome k0 B besedicthin
That folowa wleer prager,™
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PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION,
gy e

TO THE SUBSCRIBERS,

My Loans, Lapies, axp GENTLEMESR,

1 aw entrusted with the delightful privilege of
introducing a man of gening to the world —Fowano
Carery, a Poet.

On taking possession of the necessary papers I
consulted some literary friemds, and it was of
course soon decided that no alterntions should be
made except by Mr Capern; nor, indeed, were
many needed; for, except a few slips of the pen—
mere verbal inaceuracies, searcely worth alloding
to—the whole of these beautiful poems appear as
they were first produced by him.

I reserved to myself, however, the absolute right
of rejection, and this was frequently & rather pain-
ful duty. In a walk together of thirteen miles,
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during which some of my decisions were communi-
ceted, the Poel would sometimes contend in the
very accents of despair,—* What ! exclude my
* Morning," and the ¢ Apostrophe te the Bun!’
Why, Sir, T wrote those pieces when I had but four
ghillings s-week to live upon, which gave but
fropal meals.”  Firmness wes, however, neccssary ;
and * Morning” still stands excluded as * beautiful,
but too diffuse for this publication.”

It is not my intention even to touch upon the
trying ioeidents of Mr Capern'’s early life. 1le 1s
a roral letter-carrier from Dideford t  Buckland
Brewer und its neighboorhood, distributing the Mail
through a disemrsive walk of thiricen miles daily,
inelading Sundnys ; for which his salwry is ten shil-
Iings and sixpence per week, e has a real Poet's
Wife; his Jaxk, n charnmng brunette, is intellizent,
pradent, and good. He has two children, Charles,
& boy of seven,# end Milly, a girl just three years

* What o delightfol opportonity for eome really charieable
Governor of Christ's Hospital, who has & “presentation®
at his disposal!
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of age; and he tells me that he is happy—happy
whers thousands would be discontented ; rich, where
many would be in want; blessing Providence for
its bounties, instead of repining for that which has
been denied.

Mr. Uapemn's features haove u striking resem-
blanee to those of (liver Goldsmith; he has also
the Doctor's sturdy build, thourh not his personal
height. Nor is this the only point of resemblance
to our dear Goldy,—My., Cuapern has wsn car for
mugie, he plays touchingly on the flute, and sings
hig own songs Lo his own tunes with striking energy
ot tenderness.

My, Capern has, however, a defeet in his vision
which secms to increase with ape; and he has, onder
the advice of his friends, consented to thiz mode
of raising « Jittle sum to nssist in the edueation of
his rising family, and to commence a provision for
the future. Is it t00 much to hope that these
charming emsnations of his mind may induce the
wealthy and welldisposed to assist in this lovely
work? A man who has written these beantifnl
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Iyrics pmid trisls and privations, without negleet-
ing one social dnty, has, it is respectinlly suggested,
soma claim on public approbation, and will, it is
hoped, secure sufficient notice te prevent the latter
part of his Life from bringing anything less pleasing
than competence and ease.

W. F. BRock.

PE—T have iha plepsmre to snmeunce that the
first edition, of one thousand copies, was sold within
three monihs of publication, and 15 expected to leave
& profil o My. Capern of £100, which he has con-
sented shall be applied to the purchaze of an Annnity
on the joint lives of himsclf and Mrs. Capern. Im
addition to this suceess, the Pogst Office authorities
have increased his salary to thirtecn shillings per week,
and (what is even more appreciated by 3r. Capern)
relieved him from his Sunday duties.




PREFACE

TO THE SECOND AND THIRD EDITIONS.

e, BT

Iy bringing out another Edition of this bool;, I
beg to thank the public most sincerely for the kind
enconragement which they have given me. It does

not beeome me to speak of my own merits; my pocms,
auch as they sre, speak for themsclves; and of the
value of them, others can judge betlar than the Author.
I have only to say, that T heve found more favonr

than I anticipated.

ELWWARD CATERN.




