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NOTE.

The manuscript which comprises this volume was found
among the papers of the late Panl Lynde, and placed in
my hands, by the pullishers, for revision.

It is usual to sccompany a posthumouns work with
some aceount of itz amthor : in the present instance, the.
friends of the writer vhject to this, and I am permitted
only te say that Mr. Lynde, — persopally a stranger to
me, — was the victim of an hereditary peculiarity, which
ingressing with hiy years, at length forced him to retreat
fromy the world, t.q:v ong of thore beneficent asylums estab-
lished for such anfortonates, Thers hie wrote, dreamed,

and indulged in hi= vagaries to the ond.

# And, truly, waking dreams were, more or less,
An old and strange affection of his house,
Himszelf, to0, bad wierd scizures, heaven knows what,
On a endden, in the midst of men and day,
And while ke walked and talked sz heretofore
He seemed to move among a world of ghosts
And feel himeelf the shadow of a dream.’’



viii NOTE.

Of this Romance, produced under such unusual oir-
cumgtanees, it is not my provinee to speak. The reader
himself will see, beneath the sombre surfuce of the wris
ter's words, the particelar humor of the man.



