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~ JPREFACE 4

‘The object of the following pamphlet is to give to men
-of energy, in search of @ home, information in regard to &
aection of Louisiana whose produetive gualitier are nnsur-
pagsed by any inthe Unijon ; its broad fields dnd heavily
timbered forests offer to-agrienlturists and lumbermen an
opportonity for wealth that necds but capifal to be made
& certainty.

The stranger will ind in the following pages & eandid
and full discossion, by a native Lowvisianian, of the history
and development of Morehouse I'arish ; of its climate and
natural resonrecs; the extent and natare of the labor now
emploved, aud the impressiona of a representative eitizen
«of the Scuth, who has ever been loyal to the Union in
regard to Secession, and Lhe politico.-social problem of the
negro, that has Ueem for yewrs agitating the country.
Thig citizen ia Capt. C. T. Donn, born in Bast Feliciana
Parish, Lonisiany, but since 1858 a resident of Morshouse
Puarish. He has won great and merited distinetion aa a
Jjournalist in his yomnger dayw, and sinea as p jarist of
nnnsual experience and abiltty, 1lis reputation, and the
fact that he oy fearlessly aud energetienfly fought te
maintain, in the days of prejndice, the correctness of his
views of the Union, should La a gunarantee on the one
hand, while his eelection hy the pecple of the parish
should allord au equal pssarance on the other that his
views represent, as they do, a fair and impartial deserip-
tion of Morehonse Parish, its people and its Tesources.

' J. M. BHARP,

Cour, for Worehouse Porish ai the Colton Ezposition.
P, 0., Dax Ripoe. [

4






CHATTER L

North Louisiana iesignates that section of the State
-of Louisiana soma two tiere of pariskos in width from
north to sonth, bordering on Sonthern Arkansas and
extending from the Missizsippi river westward to the
Texas State line.

The eountry is almoet wholly free from rocks and
iboulders and abounds in natural resonrees of much
variety and of great value. If is chiefly noted for ita
-temperate climate, ifs wmany navigable waler-ways,
ita immense forests of valnable timber, and its fertile
goil, which, in the easicrn portion and aleng Red river, ig
anoft surpassed in productive capacity by the far famed
Jands of the Nile,

From the Missigsippi river westward acroge the bot.
-fomes of the Tensas river, Bayon Macon, Bayou Barthols
emew, and the Ouaclhita river, a distance of some eighty
mileg, the lande are generally level, the eoil is in great
Jpart alluvial, and mooh of the country is liable in the
Iate winter and early epring monthe to inundations
from the overflowing of the Missiasippi river.

That section lying between the Ouachifa river and
the Texag line, about 100 miles in width, i an elevated,
-andulating country, traversed by the Bed river and saveral
smaller streams, The soil in many localities is pro-
-ductiva for upland. Extensive pine forests ahound,
valuable for their timber. The bottoms of the Red river
.are noted for their fectility.

The climate of North Iouisiana, being about the 32nd
-degree of latitude, is mild and genial. The thermometer
rarely rises above 90 degrees in summer, or falls below
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the freezing point in winter, Killing frost about the-
middie of November, Spring opens in February; then
the planting season commences for the principal produets,
which continues till July. Two crops of corn have fre-
gquently been raised in one season on the same land.
Bnow fulls seldom, and then lightly. Long, balmy spells.
of Indian snmmer weather are frequent duoring the
fall and winter mounths, lasting sometimnes for weeks.
Stock of all kinds min in the woods during the
entire winter season, lindihg their own food in the
natnural pusturages, aod requiring no shelter cxcept what
is afforded by the timber and canebrakes. Rains are
generally regular, falling moatly in the winter and early
gpring, on land properly propared for cmltivation, crops
are nof liable to be injured by drought or wet weather.
The fall season iz pearly always dey, and favorable
for gathering the cotton crop. The earliest variety of
fruits commence to ripen in April and May, and from
that time may be had in continved suceeseion (i1l frost.

The Ouaehita valley i rather an indefinite extent of
country, lying along the Ouachitaviver, embraving several
eounties in Arkansas and eeveral parishes in North
Louisiana, It is exceedingly rich in natural resources
and is perhaps the garden spot of the whele atate.

The country was settled by French eolonists about the
beginning of the 19th century, Baren de Bastrop, a Hol-
land nobleman, obtaired a grant of an extensive tract of
iand from the then Spanish governor of the territory of
Louisfana, with the priviloges of locating it wherever
he chose in the immenge country west of the Mississippl
river,

The great natural advantages of this seetion, ite mild
and genial climate, its broad savannas and prairies,
affording & wide extent of pasturage for herds of alli
kinds, the great guantity of wild game, buffalo, bears,
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deer, wild turkeys, ducks, ete.; the namber of ronning.
streams and fregh-water lakes filled with many varietiss
and great numbers of cholee fish; and, above all, the
broad expanse of rich, allovial bottoms extending in
unbroken bodies for miles, induced this enterprising
pioncer here to locate his land grant and his colony,
when the echoice portions of what now constitute the
great stutes of Arkansas, Missouri and Texas, besides
Lonigians, lay open to his choioe,

The site of this French colony was fixed on the Bayon
Bartholemew withia the bounds of the territory now
embraced in .

MOREIOUSE PARISH,

Here it wag that these hardy, enterprising adven-
turers, flesing from Buropean oppression and im search of
freedom, eivil and religions, rested from their wanderings
and made homes for themaelves in the Howery wild woods.
along the beantiful stream, which they named Barthol-
emew, perhaps in honot of their chief patron saint.

For many years the settlement grew slowrly. The
conntry wus known and chiefly nsed us & fumous hunfing-
groandl by the red inan, together with the not muech
more civilized white huntery, whn together parsoaed the
chage, little dreaming or caring for the immense agrical-
tural treasures which lay in the eoil beneath their feat,

The additions received at firat by the colony were not
choice immigrants, many of whom had fled the states,
perhaps for the good of the vonntriea they left.

When at length the English-speaking settlements
from the east approached nearer, and a better cluss of
immigrants began to flow in, the growth of the colony
was long retarded by anotler eanse. The titles fo many
of the moat valuable lands became involved in doubt and
litigation growing out of the legality of the Bastrop
grant, ;
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After & long contest in the courta between the claim-
ants under Baron de Basirop and the * Bquatter Sov-
ereigns,” this question was finally adjndicated on and
seftled by a decree of the Bupreme Conrt of the United
Htates in 1851, from which time the settlement entered a
renewed and vigorons growth. '

The report of the gpoodly land had been cirenlated far
and wide, and immigranta, particularly from the Southern
states, moved in rapidly, bringing with them numbers of
pepro slaves. Hundreds of new plantations were opened
in the great forests, and the volume of produee and popu-
lation was much increascd in a few years. From 1832 to
1861 the nnmber of mhabitants in Moréhonse Parish had
more than quadropled. The cotton erop of the parish in
1852 wam 4,764 balea; that of 1861 was 24,682 bales.
There was mmeh competition to owo the rich alluvial
lands, and they rose rapidly in price. Flantatione bonght
and sold in 1853 at from 83 to #5 per acre, were worth in
1880 from $40 to $75 per acre. Many reinsed toscl at
any price ; un offer of $32 per acre in 1358 was made for
oue Hme plantation aod refused. Wild lands rose In
market price in the same ratio in nine years more than
1,000 per cent.

Cotton, the prineipal crop, was cuoltivated almost
entirely by negro slaves. It was rare thal provisiona,
grain, forage, ete., were prodoced in suficient gnantity to
supply home and plactation demapds.

This deseription of Morehousa Parish would be incom-
plete withont somathing of a discnssion of the eharacter
and present state of society in the country. As the
reader koows, that society is made up of two distinct and
different races of people, the whites and the blacks, inter-
mingled and elosely allied to each other in the same com-
munity.

Prefatory and germane to this discussion it is necessary



