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PREFACE.

Tag following litile work was first produced in the form of
i serles of Traets on the Millenniom; commensed at the ear.
nest desire of & much valued Friend: whe was persuaded that
the views here presented, would ba of mse Lo others, as thay
had been to him, in removing many ebscurities from & sabject
which bad long been interesting to him, and which he be-
lieved to be of vast importanee, at the present time, 1o the chil.
dren of God—the beirs of the kingdom,

The anthor hes had the setisfaction of knowing, that many
who were mach in doobt on the subject, have received rest io
their nuinds in the view of the fatore glory, a8 here pressnted:
in the light of which, the whele word of God has been
maech farther opened to thelr view; and the footsteps of the
Lord more clearly traced thronghout all precediog dispensa-
tioms: and the beawtifal consistency of the whole working of
God, as revealed in pature, providenes and grace, made moch
more Apparent.

The centre of England has been long and highly favenred,
with testimony to the trath, respecting the Lord's Second Ad-
reat, the] Resorrection of the Baints, the Restoration of ls.
raol, and Messiah's blessed and glorious reigm over all the
earth, Tha Rev, Dr. Marsh's * Thooghts on Propheey”™ was
ope of the earliest, and in still one of the best, works on these
sabjects in our day; & new edition of which I am glad to fnd
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may soon be expscted. More tham & centory ago, the same
animating views were exhibited in their fulness, and in & most
wonderful manner, both in Birmingham and Wercestor.

The writer has found the truth, as here preseated, & rock of
strength against false interpreters of seriptore: Two remark-
able extremes, equally apert from the troth of God, as
they ars seemingly opposed te each sther, have appeared im
our day; of whom it is the more neosseary to beware, a8 tha
Ianguage of truth they hare much in their mouths, whilst ite
sobatunes is in effect denied by them.

Many, in Jifferent denominations of professing Christiane,
have become awakened to the truth of prophecy: bat sl it is
net in general so boldly exhibited asit ought to be. There is &
fearfuluess ws to following the Lond felly in the matier, which
neither becomes our place mor time. It is high time fur the
proclamation sgais to be heard from the moatbs of all the dis-
ciples; “'The kingdom of heaven iz 3t hand.” Matt iv. 17. . 7.
i Blessed 1s He that comelhin the name of the Lord. Hesann
in the highest~ Matt xxzi. % xxiii. 3. Markxi 8, 9. May
the Bride seon indecd make herself ready; and surely this
will be, when she is well sssured that the Bridegroom is
speedily to appear in his glory; and take her home unte his
Father's hogss, ®the New Jernsalem, that cometh down oat
of heaven, from God;" Rer, ifi. J& xxi. &; © the City which
hath foundatione; whose Boilder and Maker is God:™ Heb.
i 10, the Bethel of Jacoh; Gen xxviii. 17. the “house of
God, not made with hands, eternal in the heavens;" “ oar house
which is from heaven:" 2 Cor. v; 1, 2. that which cur Lerd
denominates, “my Father's house,” in which are * many man-
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givne:” Jubn xiv. 3. “the King's Palece,” into which the Queen
shall be brought, ™ with gladness and rejoiciog;” Ps. xlv. 13,
14, 15. and whenceshe shall minister blessing to the myrinds of
her <hildren, who shall worship at His footstool, during ber
Baloved's reign of rghtecoiness and peace, when * the God of
the whole earih shall He be called.” Isaiah liv. &

Much remains to be made known, both as o the darkness and
the lHght: a proper preliminary to which, is a prayerful atten.
tion to the grest outlines of the divine procedure, as re-
vealed in Seripture History and Propheey. Az attempting to
open up the former of which, the auther has before presented
tn the world his “ Lectores on Anclent [srael and ike Modern
Nations of Europe, tracing their identity.” And more partiou-
larly eonnected with the suhject of prophecy respecling the
fatore, ke presemts this work on the Messiah's coming kiog-
dam. The two Tlews, that with regard to the past, and this
with regard to the futore, are, however, intimately conneoted,
and lmply cach otber. And both sgrin resolve themaelvea into
the great Mystery of the Word of God, and the Testimony of
Jesns, as to which, much remains to be said; and his riews of
both of whieh the autbor will be happy more fally mnd
familinrly to explain.

Boon may the prayer be otiered in fervency, by every sivosrs
believer, “Open thua mine cyos, that T may behold wondrous
things out of thy law.” Pa cxix, 18. And seon then will the
prayer be aoswered : and this, not by cur belng given to force
our own fancies npon the word of God, but by our belng made
to #it humbly at the feet of Jesus; and hear simply what He
is plensed to communivate,nsif it were worthy of being listened
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to and wnderstood, in preference v any thing which can be
produced by men. *Knowing this fret, that no propheey of
the soripture in of any private interpretation.” 2 Pet. i 20, Tt
iz mot to be interpreted in reference to what may he snppused
the private views or feelings of the writers—" For the prophecy
came not in old time by the will of man; bat holy mes of God
spake—moved by the Hely Ghost” 9 Per i, 21, The revela.
tion of the written word in fta beauty and power, goes before,
and is the sign of, the rerclation of the Living Word and the
many sons of God in His glory,

Now, O Lovd, unfold thy Glory waie thy People, and Tet thy
Brids be fully prepared for Uy most blexeed presence y ond eome—
receive Aer wunto thyself, O mighty King. The light and poer of
thg Afngdum impower wr to bekold. Let the rising Hght nf the
coming day of the Lord be gloviously reflected from soen the dark
elowdr that yef envalope our world—Ionging for relsars.  And spom
O Fuather of lgkis, may the gloom be chared cuony by the Sun of
Righteousers, in the glovy of the millmuic! duy. Soon may holi-
nesr to the Lord ba written upon alf, renealk ks purifidng, enrich-
ing, incigovating beams. Noon may blessing from the Bountiful
fond of owr King be sean af fitling the heaven-reflacting sxrih be-
weafh fhy sapphive fhroner and around which, shall sirels fhave
that shall be with Ohrist kings and priests, and who sholl reign over
the sarih, under Hhuwhole heaven, Wondrous i thy condacenrion !
Marveilous thy loving kindnesses ! O King of Kings, and Lord
af Lovrda?

13, Clarvoes Girest, Chslleshygm,
Oed. 1842,




