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A PRESENTATION OF CAUSES

TERDING TO FIX THE POSITIOR OF THE

-FUTURE GREAT CITY
OF THE WORLD

1% ToE
CENTRAL FLAIN OF NORTH AMERICA:
SUOWING THAT
THE CENTRE OF THE WORLD'S COMMERCE,
NOW REPRESEXTED HY THE
CITY OF LONDON,

19 MOVING WESTWARD 70 THE

CITY OF NEW YORK,

ANI¥ THENCE, WITHIN ONKE HUNDEED YEARS, TO [

THE BEST POSITION ON THE GREAT LAKES.

—_—h

BY J. W. SCOTT.

—_—— g

Secoxp Eprreon (REVIEED. )
1878



EDITOR'S PREFACE.

(AT TR

Qurte 8 long infreduction to a second edition of this pamphlet was
written a short time before the suthor’s death, in December 1878, when ha
was revising it for publication, The orlpinal manuseript, however,
embraced so much matter that wus ¢contained in the pamphlet itself, that
the editor has thonght it advisable to retain only 20 much of it a3 spemed
due in justice to the anthor's sentiment of pride in his theory : & theory
which he was, T believe, the first to broach, and, thronghout a long life, to
malntain with an ability which Juas always been recosnized, and a falth fn
it that nothing eould waver. Though his conclusions were at first deemed
too wild to be zound, and were laughed at by those whoe folled to follow
his reasoning, they were wsnally regurded as pretty well demonsirated by
thess who did follow it. Now, these theorfes of city growth have become
staple thousht smong Intellizent men, so that few persons of the present

day know how original and siriking they were when projected in Mr. {'llbﬂ{qﬁﬂ?} ad
Scott’s writings more than forty years ngo. Then, barely to suggest that ‘,7# P,
{23 5
_—

any interior city might some day become a 'melwlll:ll'ié, rivaling New .
York, was thought too sbeurd a streteh of imarination to be entitled to
respect.  The final conclusions reached by Mr. Beoft, in this pamphlet, as
the result of Lis study of canses and effects which will fix the location of
the future gremlest city, may seem in their special spplication quite as bold
to-day a2 hlz pemeral theory concerning the power of faferior frade did
forty years azo. Time alome can prove whether his last deductions are
" Jesa strongly based than the preliminary deinonstrationa.

In this edilion of the pumphlet some matter has heen omitted which
seemed not essential to the thread of the argument, or likely to emimsrnss
the ordioary reader by too much detail of statlstical Mustration. I have
alyo added some expressions, as well as some pages of my owa, in the
body of the pamphlet, on the subject of cheap foel as one of the primary
productions necessary to attraet o dense population.  This branch of the
‘argument was nof overfooked by my Father, but, through some unsccount-
able oversight, wae not embiraced in Lis argument as published in the drst
edition of the pamphlet. T have taken the liberty to intecjcet It, knowing
that it would meet the suthor’a spprobation were he living.

Toledo, Janvary 15, 1876, I8



THE AUTHOR'S INTRODUCTION TO THE
SECOND EDITION,

The second edition of this pamphlet is intended 1o be the last of &
lomg series of papers from my pen, desiznod to eall sttention 1o the great
future development of the Interlor trade of our country, and especially o
its cffect o produce great cities.

As loog ago as 1328, pondering on the éecg‘mphiea] claims of the
interior of our Continent to draw te it o great population, I reached Lhe
conclusion that in it would grow up ome or more of our largest citlce,
exceeding all except New York, Tn 1832, in a small monthly published
by me ln Norwalk, Ohio, I first made pablic this opinion with facts and
Teasons in its support. In 1889, snd afterwards, I published zeveral papers
on the subject of Internal Trade; and ita effect in the development of
citles, in the Heaperion, a monthly, published by Wm. In. Gallegher and
Otway Curry, first in Columpus, 0., and afterwards in Cineinnatl, The
same subject was afterwards more fully treated by me in funé's Merchanis
Magazine, of New York, throngh several volumes, but ehlefly in volumes
eight and nine. Later, several articles on the subject were furnished to
D¢ Bow’s Review, ‘These articles opened up views at first aliogether new,
aud their noveliy excited both ridicule aod discussion.

‘In this pamphlet the suthor hopes to give the reader clesr vicws of
what he believes to be the true theory of the growth of cities, ITis fingl
conclasions he expucta to be received with incredulity or dowbt. Of their
genersl souncness, hewever, he hopes sofficient facts and repsons are
furnished to bring conviction to careful and unbisssed readers.



THE GROWTH OF CITIES.

ITIES are organisms that grow up as naturally as men. They
develop where human faculties are most effective, and be-
canse these faculties can be more effective, there than elsewhere,
Like men, too, they are mutually helpful. London could not
have grown to be what she is without the aid of Birmingham,
Manchester, Liverpool, and other great cities in her neighborhood
and in other parts of the world. Proximity to these nas given
her, and sustained in her, more than onec of the millions of har
people. On the other hand, London has not failed to retum to
her sister citics the full measure of benefits received from them,
As all the principal cities of the world contribute to the support
of London, so they all take tribute of her. IHonest commerce
gives forth equal benefits, and no commerce that is not honest
can be permanently saccessful,

The earliest great cities were built by a race of men inferior to
our own, to-wit: the Mongolian Chinese, ‘Their means for
commercial operations-—navigable rivers and cznals—though
imperfect, enabled them to centralize commerce 5o as to build up
cities containing a million or more of peopie; but, with insuffi-
cient unity of guvernment and interest to draw commerce to one
great centre.  Subsequently, Caucasian and mixed races cen-
tralized the commerce of their several national dominions, on the
Tigris, Eupnrates, Nile, Ganges, and other navigable rivers. These
were commercial centres, chiefly for the nations which made them
their capitals for, at that period, very little commerce between
nations existed. The early cities of the Mediterranean sea were
the first that were made centres of any considerable international
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commerce; and this was chiefly confined to the waters of that
sea. In short, trade, in early times, was confined to very limited
regions. It was local and isolated. Gradually, it has grown to
be more general, and its leading centres have become more pop-
ulous and powerful, until, now, a centre for the commerce of the
whole world challenges discussion.

The irvention of the mariner’s compass united, in a measure,
the great continents, and brought all lands withir. the views of
commerce. The carth was sailed around, and all its prominent
characteristics became known, Slowly, at first, bat faster and
faster, the productions of different climates and difierent condi-
tions of people were brought to shippiag ports and exchanged.
Now, the new and wonderful instrumentalities, steam and electric
telegraphs, are making all peoples into one commercial family, and
concentrating their commerce in great centres—as London, Paris,
and New York, Tt is a question of great interest whether one of
these is to be the acknowledged heart and brain of the world's
commerce ; giving to the word commerce its widest signification.
As yet commerce has not become organized as a complete unit,
and, therefore, has not a universally acknowledged central city;
though its development, within the last fifty years, has rapidly
tended to centralization in the Island of Britain and the city of
London. Paris 15, and bhas long been, the acknowledged social
centre of the world, due to its supremacy in the clegant arts and
the amenities of high civilization.

Where will, proebably, grow up the great cities of the future?
I say, probably, for new clements may come into the calculation
that are now unknown or unappreciated.

I shall assume that a city is an organism, springing from natural
laws as inevitably as any other organism, and governed, invariably,
in Its origin and growth, by these laws. Ishall also assume, and
endeavor to prove, that these cities are to be on the North Amer-
can Continent, and not far distant from the centre of the indus-
trial power of this continent, when well peopled and its resowrces
awell developed, and in positions of easy access to commerce with
othet peoples with whom we exchange productions,

The growth of a city is analogous to the growth of a man.
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The first and greatest necessity of a human being is food, The
next is clothing; after which comes shelter and fuel. Food,
clothing, houses and fuel. These are the prime and essential re-
quisités, There can be no civilized life without all of them.
But these arc products of labor and skill. Where can labor and
skill be used to greatest advantage, in the production of those
necessities? The solution of this guestion will go far to fix a
natural location for a great city.

But there are other necessities of Adek civilization, without
which there can be no great eity.  There must be easy’ communi-
cation between jt.and other industrious and populous com-
munities; good navigable channels, and, in our day, good road-
ways over the Jand, There needs be cheap and quick means of
transportation, in order to effect that facile interchange of com-
modities which sustains high civilization. In discussing the ques-
tion of the location of the future greafest city, it will be assumed
that our continent will be settled by an industrious population,
and most densely inhabited where food and other primary needs
are most certzinly attainable, and labor receives its best reward.

It is difficult for many persons to bring their minds to contem-
plate, as possible, a future differing materially from the present
and the past. It is enly those who have studicd the course of
human progress, and its tendency towards a more perfect society
and a more general union of races, in commercial operations and
social relations, who can appreciate, at their proper value, facts
and arguments that go to show results differing from, and greater
than any heretofore manifested.  As men become more enlarged
in their views, and have a truer comprehension of the laws gov-
erning matter and mind, they become fitted to more extended
relations with their fellow-men. It is the same with societies and
nations. They have more and more points of friendly con-
tact, so that tribes grow into nations, and nations are enlarged to
embrace all homogeneous races.  As nations interact and mingle,
international amenities ripen into a feeling of brotherhood, so
that it is only following out the course of events to anticipate, as
the crowning result, one great centre—one city of the world—
which shall be the acknowledged focus and radiating point of its
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wealth, intelligence and moral power. Such cities London and
Paris are striving to be, and, in a qualified degree,are. They will
approach that condition, when, in a few short years, there shall be
communication by egnnecting telegraphy with all quarters of the
globe, so that people the most distant may hold daily intercourse
with each other. These cities, for a time, will remain the world's
acknowledged chief centres for thought and action, and with
increasing power.

But events in our time evolve rapidly, and especially in city
growth. In a period of no more than half a century, the western
movement of population and wealth, in one swelling tide, will
have increased the pawer of the chief city of the Western Con-
tinent to & degree enabling it to overshadow the greatest European
capitals. London and New York have each an established rate
of increase, as proved by successive enumerations, in each decade
of the current century. London has grown at a rate that doubles
its number once in forty years, commencing in 1801, Carried
forward through three duplications, it exhibits the following
results : 1801, g5°,863; 1841, 1,917,726 1881, 1,835,452 ; 92T,
7:870,904. New York, commencing in 18op, with 69,489, has,
with its dependent suburbs, doubled, its numbers, on an average,
in 15 years. Catrying that rate of increase up to 192e, its num-
bers will be 15,484,784 This will be considered an incredible
result. With present and improving means of communication,
the ability to grow and support great cities, as the country
becomes populous and rich, must be admitted, Even with present
means of transit, the outer boundaries of city and suburban res-
idences extend tens of miles from the business ccntres of our
citics, A radius of fifty miles will not be too extended to em-
brace, before the end of the present century, the penple drawing
their chicf support from great cities. Within two hours” time all
within that radius may be carried to or from the chief business
centre and their homes; most of them within one hour. There
is nothing, therefore, ia the preatness of this muméber, to warrant
distrust of its attainment. If its growth shall be checked, it will
not be because our cities, gensrally, will receive a smaller propor-
tion of our population than heretofore, It were easy to prove
that the proportion will be increased. If New York fails of its



