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AUTHOR'S PREFACE

AT a time when Church questions agitate wide cireles,—for
the old strife hetween Chureh and Btate, batween Proteat.
antism and Romanism, has again broken out,—and when,
even in the Evangelieal Church iteelf, there is & combat
between parties involving the very right of each other's
existonce, an attempt to set down clearly and conclusively
fundamental and distinctive doctrines needs no apology.
Many who formerly perhaps thought that they had no
cause to busy themselves with such searching questions
will now feel their need to make themselves better ac-
quainted with the principles and doctrinss of the Christian
Churches, since they may, as officiala of the State or of the
Church, or as representatives of the people or of con-
gregations, have to decide or at least give their votes on
ecclepinstical matters. By such people a thorough and
objective explanation of the confessional doctrines founded
on the Creads and Symbolical books themselves will be
valued, end such a work this iz intended to ba.

It seemed necesssry to edd a short account of the
characteristics of the most important sects, because, since



iv Author's Preface

Freedom of Religion has become a fundamental principle
in the constitution of all civiiised States, they have guined
a greater importance and more significance than formerly.

It may be deubtful whether the scholastic form of this
exposition will please all readers, but at eny rate it will be
welcome to such as wish for a compendium on the
Symbolical Books,

Beruaw, 3nd Moy 16878,

PREFACE TO THE SECOND AND THIRD
EDITIONS

As thie little work has found friendly secceptance with
students as a compendium of the Creeds and Confessions,
wo trost that this new thoroughly revised (though essen-
tially unaltered) edition will be useful to many.

Beeriyn, Decsmber 1888 aand Meorel 1800,



TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE

THERE are several very able works on the Creeds, such
as those of Lumby and Swainson, to which I would refer
those who wish a fuller account than can be given in a
small mannsl like the present. I am uwnaware however of
any work that gives such a full account of the Confessions
or Libri Symbolicd, er such a clear explanation of the
doctrines which divide the Churches snd sects. 1 will
therefore offer wo apology for introducing to English
readers the work of Professor Gumlich. It is written in
a thoroughly impartial spirit—at least, a8 impartial as is
poesible for one with prepossesafons of his own,
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