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PREFACE.

g HOSE who have fludied that period of our annals
raelll which is occupled by the relgn of Charles the Firft

V8 and the Commonwealth, not only in the pages of
jydl modern hiftorlans and contemporaries who wrote
L S8 confcioufly for pofterity, but alfo in the immenfe
ma[fes of unclaffified and ofien uncatalogued documents, journals,
flate papers, letters, treatifes, ballads, and fermons, in which the
hopcs, fears, and defires of the people cxpreffed themfelves from
day to day, may probably have remarked, if their purfuits have
led them to contraft oar Civil War with other portions of Britifh
or European hiftory, that then, for the firft time in the modemn
world, individual perfonality began to exercife a marked effed
apon contemporary politics. In the preceding ages, from the time
indeed when freedom funk under the organized imperiallfm of the
1 Cafars, until the cutburft of modern thought in the fixteenth cen-

tury, human progre[s had been but little accelerated by perfonal
qualities. The ignorance of externzl natare was too denfe, the all-
pervading influence of the dominant theology too ftrong, the terrors
it wielded and the panifhments it threatened too frightful for the
energy of any one perfon to become confpicucus in direting pablic
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eveints or moulding the thoughts of others, except in thofe rare cafes
whete the minds of men had already been prepared by the Church's
teachlag, or by thelr inherent or isherited [uperfitions. In the
career of Saint Bernard Indeed, and the few others of his ftamp, who
fhed fuch laftre over the dark times in which they were placed, we fee
the religious inftin&t of Weftern Chriftendom flirred to a higher
pltch of devotion by the labours of a fingle man; bot where the
leffons of the reformer took a direflion comtrary to ecclefiaftical
teaching, (and then theology feemed to embrace the whole area
of human thought,) one refult only was poffible. The fate of thofe
who [traggled to win freedom for themfelves and thelr kind is 2 fuffi-
clent proof that it was neither the want of intelle&, energy, nor high-
fouled devotion, that rendered their lives and labours unfruitful.
Even the paffionate prophecy and withering fcom of the great Floren-
ting could do nothing towards roufing mankind from Its lethargy.
‘The firft defite of his heart was indeed accomplijhed ;3 Dante won for
his Beatrice the higheft place in the ideal world of love and beauty,
but agzinft the # fhe-wolf” even the inve&ives of the * Inferno™
were powerlefs.

‘The education of the Buropean mind has progreffed flowly; it was
not until the Tudor period of our hiftory that fociety could have
exifted without the proteffion of a powerful religlous cajte. A
univerfal theocracy was the only inftitution firong amd free enough
to cutb the oppreffor, and with & [ufficlently extended mental vifion
to attempt the work of legiflation : by its means the brutal tyranny
of the feadal lord was fomewhat kept in check ; and his fiercer paf-
fiona, at leaft, did not pafs entirely without rebuke. Laws wcre
made for the proteQlion of flaves, infants, and wemen, fuch as even
# Norman baron or an Italian count feared to difobey. It does not
feem poffible that moral truths could have been brought home to
the hearts of the people by any other means. If o great a misfor-
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tune could have happened as the premature overthrow of this [pirl-
tial dominion it is almoft certain that a jimilar inftitotion, or cne
differing in outward accidents only, would have taken its place.
And if it had not been [o, the people would have lapfed into
mere pagan fenfualifm; a compound of Teutonic materlalifm and
Southern crepture-worfhip without the noblenefs of the one or the
poetry of the other,

‘The great religlons contefts of the [ixteenth century, while they.
releafed the races of Northern Eorope from fubjefiion to one clafs
of ideas which they had outgrown, left almoft everything to be
secomplifhed in the direftion of perfonal freedom, It ix donbiful
whether any of thofe engaged on either [ide In that memorable
Jirife even underftood what is now meantfyy liberty.

The fingularly complex nature of our political and focial rela~
tions on the acceffion of the Stuart dynafly tended greatly to deve-
Lope individual energies, and thus to prodece: that markedscontraft
between the Clvil-War era and all preceding ones, which Is per-,
haps the moft interefling phenomenon prefented by that memgrable
conteft.  Probably no defcendant of the Plantagenets, then alive,.
was more pafitted to ryle England than the weak perfon whom politi--
eal neceffity forced upon us on the death of the noble-minded Fliza-:
beth. It would have taxed the higheft energies of a wife and brave
Jovereign to have governed 2 land [o diftrafled with religious fac
tions with dignity and in peace, James poffefled nelther courage
nor wifdom, but had the abfence of thofe virtues been his chief
defed, his reign might have caufed lefs evil. Hi political bigotry,
mitigated as it was in aftion by his extreme cowardice, was 8ot
calculated to produce the worft refults ; but oafortunately, like
many other feeble-minded men, he took Intenfe delight In theologlcal
Joeculation, As the head of the eftablifhed religicn in England it was
the gbvious duty of the chief magiftrate to make that body as littde



