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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUBETTS.

Ir Sedave, Jomnary 7, 1847,
Ordered, That Messrs. Bhepard, Rising 2nd Perkios, be & ¢ommilice te present
the ibanks of the Bcnatz to the Rev. Jorw H. Busaek, for the Discourse deliverod
by bim yesterdny, before the Bovernment of the Commenweshk, and 1o request 2
eopy thereof for publication.
CHARLEE CALHOUN, Clré.






SERMON.

I Bamuel, xxiii. &

muﬁnurmuLm.mm:mem-ruil,

HE THAT ECLETH OTER MEN MUAT BE JUST, ETLING IN THE
FEAR OF aOD.

% Tre most essential quality in any government,”
says a distinguished writer, **is justice.” 'This is
unquestionably true. 1t may be safe, therefore, to
affirm, that any government is good, and accom-
plishes the object for which it is properly instituted,
in proportion as the principles of justice are inviola-
bly maintained.

The only perfect government, of which we have
any knowledge, is characterized by the never-fail-
ing administration of justice, at the head of which,
as Supreme Lawgiver, Goverpor, and Judge, is a
“ just God.” Human governments approach perfec-

tion, in proportion as they embrace those excellencies
which constitute the Divine.
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It is a principle, asserted by our fathers, and main-
tained by us, as fundamental, that « government is
instituted for the common good ; for the protection,
safety, and happiness of the people,” which is virtu-
ally but another form of expression to denote the
maintenance of justice in the most comprehensive
sense of that term. It is designed to secure to all,
the undisturbed possession and peaceable enjoyment
of their  natural, essential and unalienable rights.”

God has wisely instituted civil society, and or-
dained human government. ¢ There is no power
but of God.” ¢ The powers that be are ordained of
God.” This truth, though often perverted by the
despotic, and made to defend tyranny and oppres-
sion, is still none the less imporiant, and surely not
less worthy to be defended.

As King of kings and Lord of lords, God has de-
scribed the character which rulers should sustain,
and has specified the great and leading principles in
accordance with which all their official acts should
be performed.

« The God of lsrael said, the Rock of Israel spake
to we, Ie that ruleth over men must be just, ruling
in the fear of God.” This, though spoken centuries
ago, is as true now as then, and as important to be
regarded. It is the assertion of a claim which God
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has upon those who stand at the head of human
government as an * ordinance of God.”

The text implies that rulers, in the discharge of
their official duties, oy have difficulties to encoun-
ter, and obstacles to overcome. And there are, it
may safely be presumed, always in existence, causes
more or less powerful which, in their operation, tend
to prevent justice, disturb the order, and mar the har-
mony of society, and thus to defeat * the end of the
institution, maintenance and administration of gov-
ernment.” These, however, are not always pre-
cisely the same, but vary according to time, place,
and circumstances. Each generation is characterized
by its own peculiarities, and has its own protninent,
well-defined features. Each, it may be, has its pe-
culiar virtoes, and, perchance, its distinguishing errors.
No two generations, more than any two individuals,
are, in all respects, precisely alike, Though in many
things there may be a striking resemblance, yet in
many other important respects, there is an equally
manilest diversity.

It may be appropriate to the present time and
occasion, therefore, 10 contemplate some of those
causes which now exist, and inquire what is neces-
sary in order either to remove them, or so to meet
and counteract their effect, as to protect society



