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Foreword

ERY many of those who read this
book will be young shareholders in
the john Williains—that small ship

about which He says to His disciples that it
should wait upon Him. There is always
and everywhere a welcome at her coming and
a God-speed at her going; for she links up
many groups of islands in a comradeship of
service and goodwill. White missionaries,
many, and coloured missionaries, very many
more, have watched the stars from her deck,
and have counted days fo the port for which
they were bound as messengers of Jesus:
and isolated English men and.women have
looked eagerly for her coming with news of
the land they left, and with supplies for
school or home,

Years and years ago a small boy went
5

T e iy T &

16L25%



6 FOREWORD

with his mother, and his * ship-card,” to
call upon a good old lady. They came away
with half-a-crown. It was the first thing he
had ever done for the Londen Missionary
Society.

It is that small boy who has written these
storics of some of the great men who left
England in 1816. He wants you to know.
that a whole book might have been written
about any of them, and that there were
others who were just as splendid as these
men were. Also, he wants to congratulate
you, and, if he may, to thank yon all as
comrades of his for helping to keep full
steam ahead on the good ship John Williams,
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