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It is with no intention to make invidious distinetions between
English, Scotch, and Irish Regiments, that we have taken up
the sobject of the nationality of the Seottish Regiments; neither
is the ecomparison of the number of Repiments, and resonrces
of each country, which if i3 necessary to drew, dene with amy
other motive than to clear np 2 prevailing ervor to the dis-
paragement of Seotsmen of the prosent century, as being devoid
of martial epirit, But the warlike foelings that nsed to animate
Scotsmen of old are not yet cxtinet; and in thesc pages it will
be proved, by official figures, that even now the martial spinit
exists in Seotland to a prester degree then either in England
or Irgland,

It has, indeed, often hoen a matier of surprise to those ae-
quainted with the truth, how the assertion that the Highland
Begiments were destitute of Scotamen, and principally compozed
of Trishmen, eould be so generally believed, and echoed by miki-
tary men, who, of conrse, carry weight from their calling, the
public not being aware that, in many instances, officers kmow
very littla of the men in their Regiments, and in not & few cases
even of those in their own companies or troope, beyond the
characters the sergeants give them, ariging from a want of inter-
tat in the men.

The erroncons assertion applies equally to the Peninsular
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snd Waterloo campaigns, between 1808 and 1815, as it does
to the Bussian, between 1854 and 1856, We have all along
entertained & contrary opinion, grounded on a personzl know-
ledge of the Regiments for many years, coupled with inquiry ;
but we felt desirous of teating the faet, first of all by obtain-
ing aceess to the old Regimental Record Books, and also by the
Monthly Eetorng now rendersd by each Hegiment. Through
the courtesy of the War Office authorities, this was kindly
allowed, and by these recorde the erromecus ides so0 much in-
dulged in in refoted. ;

The 514 Record Books, whish are clear, explicit, and well made
cat, have been very earefully inspected, for, without the num-
bers heing given with care, we feel certain that any mere state-
ment would not be eredited, so decply is the error rooted. In
each case the county and parish in which the scldier was bomn
are atated; and elso gther perticnlars are given, as where en-
listed, date, by whom, and previous trade or occupation. There-
fore the whole scted ms a chéck om any man not = Beofsman,
being passed ae such. In cases where the particulars of the place
of birth, &e., could not be learned, it i2 left blank, The High-
lenders are not given separately, but ineluded with the Low-
landers as 8eots. However, the number of each conld have been
ascertained, if our time had admitted of it.

Ag it 12 only from the Peninsular war of 1808 that tho nation-
ality of the Highland Regiments has been questioned, we will
divide the present statement infe three periods as regards
them. .

1. From 1808 to 1815, which embraces the Peninsnlar and
Waterloo campaipns, the American war, and active
service in India.

II. From 1854 to 1857, which will give the Seottish Regi-
menta, as they were before embarkation for the Crimea,
when there, and after their return to this country.

IIT. The Seottish Hepiments as they were on the 1st March

1861. Also of the recruits, &e.
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IV. We will close with a list of some of the old Regiments,
dishanded previously and at the end of last cemtury,
upon ‘the termination of hoetilities; and of the High-
land Fencible Regiments,

Perhaps it may not be generally known, that during the wars
from 1808 to 1815, Scotland had one Cavalry and nineteen
Infantry Regiments, and Ireland four Cavalry and nine Tnfan-
try Regiments. We refer to those distinguished s national.
Almost all had =econd battalions, expapting the Royal Seots,
which had four., Of these battalions, Scotland had eight en-
gaged in the Peningula; and at Waterloo, the Beots Greys, and
gix battalions. Treland had in the Peninsals thres Cavalry and
five Infantry Regiments, und st Waterloo one Cavalry snd one
of Infantry. In 1811, the population of

England and Wales was ¢ 10,150,000
Seotland, ; i 1,805,000
Treland, ) : . 5,937,000

It will thus ba seen that Seotland, with & very limited popu-
lation, had then a preater aumber of Regiments then Freland
hed. 1Tt is thevefore not surprising, that with a0 few Bagiments,
and a population scarcely & half lesa than England and Wales,
wherever men were raquired, Irishmen were in plenty to fill up
the gaps. But we will prove that they aumbered few in the
Highland corps, althongh, we believe, latterly they were numer-
ous in many English Regiments. Tunstead of the men in the
Highland Regiments, that retained that designation, being prin-
cipally Irish, of those not Soots, there were and are English, as
well as Irigh, while in each Regiment the mass of the men wers
and are etill Scota; and we way add, that op to the end of the
wars, which finished with Watarloo, in most cases they were
true mountaineers.

The martial spirit that appears to have stimulated Scotamen
during the old wars ia almost incredible. From 1740 to the
end of that century, excluding Lowland Regimeats, it iz stated
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that fifty Highland battalions alone were raised, thirty-fonr ef
which were employed in the Continentnl and American wars, and
in India. The moest of them were reduced at the termination of
hoatilities. The number of Highlanders raised for different Re-
giments north of the Tay in 1779-80, in cighteen months, was
13,586. In addition to thiz, the volonteers in the Highlands
and Islands, previous to the peace in 1801, exceeded 11,500, and
when the war recommenced, they amounted to 15,323, In part
of 1808 and the year 1804, another bateh of 8615 Highlandera
were raised for different Regiments, To 1811, the locsl Milita
was institated, and the Volunteers and Militia in the Highlands
then numbered 34,784 men. Only the native Highlanders are
given, From I793 te 1811, the population in the Highlands
alone farnished for the national defence 74,442 men for Regi-
mente of tha line, Feucihles, Militia, and Volunteers,. We give
these particulars, es it is or should be known that the Regimenta
of the line n the field were, in many Instances, prmmpa]ljr filled
up from the Militia and Volonteer forces.

We are indebted for this information to Major-General David
Btewart’s interesting history of the Highland Begiments—a
book little Enown now. We may here state, that we have
availed oumselvea from the same sonrce of whatever we thought
tonehed on the point, 2 well 28 what could be gleaned from the
histories of thoee Regiments published in 1837, tmder the autho-
rity of the Adjutant-(Feneral. .

In 1808, the Beottish Regiments were the 2d Dragoons, or
Beots (Greya;* 58d Foot Guards; 1st Roysl Regiment, or Royal
Seote; 21st North British Fusiliers; 25th King's Own Bor-
derers ; 26th (Jameronians; 424 Royal Highlanders; T0th Gilas-
gow Luwland Begiment; Tlat, 72d, 73d, T4th, 7hth, 75th, and
T9th Highlanders ; 90th Perthshire Volunteers; 91st, 92d, 934,
and 94th Highlanders. As will be shewn as we go along, the

* Tha Fih Husssrs were orlginally Seets, having beon mised in Sectlesd in
1490 =8 Heots Dragoona, They wera dishonded ofter the pesce in 1713, and
roformed in 1715, by the tranefer of thres extra troops from the Soota Greys,

two troops from the Royal Dregoons, and one newly raised, which made up the
Regitent,
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70th, 73d, 75th, and 94th Regiments are no longer known as
Seots. Ths 9%th s now called the Lanarkshire Regiment.
Although bearing a Scottish name, the (oldstream Guards are
English. Colonel Mackinnen, in his history of the Regiment,
mentions that they were originelly formed from five compauies
of Hesilrige's Regiment, quarierod at Newcasile, and five com-
panies of Fenwick's, st Berwick, which formed part of Crom-
well's army before invading Seotland, and which he placed
under General Monk. They were embedied at Coldstream as
a Hegiment, and hence the name. They have never recruited
in Seotland.

With war for such a lenpthened period, and a0 many High-
land Regiments in the serviee, it js not surprising that at last
there was a searcity of mem; and consequently, on the Tth Aprl
1809, an order from Head-Quarters was issued, stating, that as
the population of the HMighlande of Beotland was fonnd to be
insnfficient to supply recruits for the whole of the Highland corps
in his Majesty’s army, and ae some of these corps, by laying
aside their distinguishing dress, which was objectionable to the
nativea of South Dritain, would induce the men of the Hnglish
Militin to enter, the 72d, 73d, 7dth, T5th, and 94th Regiments
were ordered to discoutinne wearing the Highland dress for the
future, In addition toc the abowve, the $lst also diecontinned it
in 1809. The ¥Tlst, on being mada Light Infantry in 1810, sub-
stitated the tartan trews for the kilt,

The Scots Greys, and the present kilted Regimenta, which are
the 42d, 75th, 79th, #2d, and 93d, and those wearing the tartan
trews, vie., the Tlst, T2d, and Tdth, may vow strictly be ealled
the only national corps, those which are Lowland heing dressed
like other line Regiments, {althangh pipers have heen given to
them,} and baving ss many English sod Irish as Beots in their
ranks, have thereby, in o great measure, lost their nationality,
except in name. Hxamples of thin will be given after the atate-
ment shewing the compesition of the Hiphland Regiments on the
1st March 1861.



