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PREFACE

The Lilervature of Love jfinds 1fs best expression in
Poetry, the language of emotion. So volwminous is this
literature, corresponding as if does to the universality of
the emolion, that it would seem that no novelly of poelic
expression weve left the modevn lover who wonld indite a
sonnet lo fiis mislvess' eye-brow or turn a couplet in praise
of hev less obvious charms.

From the " Song of Solomon” fo lie " Songs of Swin-
burne” has welled up a chorus of songs by major and
minor poels Hral would dawnl the spivit of the bravest
anthologist. No adequate anthology were indeed possible
withont qualifyving limitations of a most definife kind.

" The limitation imposed in this little collection is tal
of Constancy in relafion fothe poelry of love, the idea of
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Constancy is still fuvther qualified by limilation lo the
loves of men and women jor one another.

Even within these navvow bounds fhis collection 1s nof
exhaustive; bul it is believed lo be the only collection of 1fs
kind, and 3£ is koped that it will meet with the approval
of all who seek a filling expression of lle senlimenls lo
which this collection s dedicaled,

A nole of variely has been introduced by plactng an
appropriale motlo al the fool of each page, arvanged in
aldhabetical ovder. These motives or ving posies were in
olden limes engraved on engagement and wedding rings.

Thanks are due various publishers for permission to
use copyrighted poems.



