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PREFAQE.

A certain moral obligation resta on the discoverer or pos-
sessor of new and valuable fossils, to make them known as
extensively as possible to the scientific world. This he may
do either parsonally or by the aid of others more conversant
with the clasa of objeets in question. I have generally pre-
ferred the latter ‘course for all objects not included in my
own special lines of investigmtion ; and in the case of the
subjectaof the present brochure, have presented them, as dis-
covered, to the investigation of naturalists specially engaged
in the study of ench remains. Through their kindness my
specimens have been extensively flnstrated, chiefly in the
pages of the Journal of the Geological Bociety of London.
I have, however, found it impoesible to bring out in thia way
all the details desirable, and to present a connected view of
the facts, Hence the present publication, in which I give a
summary of all that I have been able to sscertain of the land
animals of the conl period in Nova Seotis, and endeavour to
make my collection of their fossil remains the common pro-
perty of all geologiste and naturalists, thereby discharging
the obligations under which I am laid by having had these
precious relics placed by Providence in my hands,



1w PREFACB.

To do this has cost me some eacrifice. The time required
bas been snatched from ecanty intervals of reat in the midst
of daily severe toil, snd sbove all it hes necessarily been
taken fromthe prosecution of those researches in the fosail bo-
tany of the palsoacic period, to which I have devoted special
 attention for many years, and which are yet very mcomplete.
These circumatances, and the scanty means of reference and
comparison at my disposal, I must plead as excuses for any
imperfections which may appear i the work.

The lithographed illustzations must not be taken as evi-
denoe of the state of art in Canada. They are merely trane-
fars from my own rongh tracings of the chjests, and the ¢nly
merit which they clpim is that of aceuracy of outline.

The photograph inserted in some of the copies, I owe to
the kindness of Mr. G. B. Prowse, an amateur artist of this
city. It presents an scourate magnified picture of some
of the principal remains; and deserves much praise s a
highly successful application of microscopic photography to
very diffienlt objects.

It is proper to add thet the greater part of the matter of
this memoir has appeared inthe Canadian Naturalist and
Geologist for 1863.

J. W. DAWBON.

Mooy Tarvesarry, Morracis,
June, 1885.



