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PREFACHE.

R. W. Bro. Foster Pratt, in the preface to the original compilation,

said: "

' Thy recent and thorough revialon, by tha M W, Grand Lodge of Michigen, of
che Constiiutional and Statatory Law of {ta dasonic Jorisdiction, mekes the follow-
ing compilation & great souvenlencs, {f not a necasadty, to all Lodges and Brathren
that wish to study ha provislons.

“The first place in the volomo—tho plece of hongt-<hma been saslgnad to the
" Ancigot, (harges and Hagunlations,” not bensoss they are, in form, binding on us,
buk beoause they ars universally recognlzed me tho heginniog wnd basis of all the
*written Tow " of the Crafy amd also becande they ambody many of those ' Anclant
Landmarke' whish glve ' matea and bounds ' to the Rules and Rogulatioos of Byom-
balic: Mamonry.

" The naraful and thomphtful Masomie stodant, thet delves in the * rubbish * of thig
Anciont Law, will find the 'Landmack © srobwided, oof o the gurface debris of ia
torms and detalls, but deep down in the sob-actl of its fundamental prinofples. For
Masonry, Hke the mao who cultivates i, has outgrown the moaddiing clother and
the fecblenear of infabey; bok like the man, too, it pregerves every origioal and
easantial Hmb, and osrgon, and Funciion; and, theagh grestly differing in dewnlop-
ment and power, the infant and the men sre biescieal, 16 18 also true, that the
aasentlal elaments of Masonry, ke those of a tros Mapon, are not to he foand in
drapery, menders and custome, the fashion of shich may chaoge, but bn i3 phy-
wical, menial and moral attelbutes whloh, (pxcepb as inoreseed by growth,) arm
unchangeable, emd which, by its inherent vitallty and generatlve powar, am propi.
gated from generation to generatlon, The unohangeabls * Landwarks ' of Masonry,
1o, lke the atiributes of 8 true Mason, are external snd Inkernal—written aod
unwritien—of which the luternal or unwritten are the more important, and are to ba
learned and obeerved only in secret; while the axternal or written, which mlate
‘wholly to its orgenic form and vieibie Functions, sare those by which the Loglalative,
Exsgubive and Judicial powers of the Craft sre boued o be governed and guided.
Theas written ‘Landmarks’ are few In number, slmple in form, brosd in theic
#ope, and relate wholly to the seeentlnl externals of Masonry; even the written
Law of our Jurisdiotlon, with all it complexity of detall, 13 but the varled expres-
glon of oneof theee comprehensive principlas, which, like & * Cormuer Stone,” deter-
mines the bearings and form of the aotirs séruccure. This undeclying principls of
our Masonic law may be this formulated:

“ It is the right af the Lodge $o moke and reguiate Moscma, subdject only o the
power of Frand Lodges, Hmaided by Londmnerke, o make ond repulate Lodges.

*0Of the reladive importance of the differant dapartments of oor Law, It may be
wall to eay: that, while the Consiffuiion and By-Zawse of Grand Lodgs, which
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declars ita organic structore and define ite funcotons are fundamental amd worthy
of careful scrutloy and observation, the Regulotions of Chariered Lodges are of
wvitel imporionce fo the Crafly if carelolly studled, thorcughly underatood apd
inlthfully ohservied, thy will axact & powerful loflaenes in purlfying, elovating and
presarving the Masonry of this (hrand Jurisdlotion. The Penal! Code s, (as (f was
intanded 50 be,) but & remiiary of the Taw of Masooic Triale, % s simple and sle-
mentary in form, that it may be the more eaaly usdemtood by thoss who, without
azperitnes, Aod themaches compeliad to conduct & trial,

“No one will presume €0 say that the Masonic Lew of this Grand Jorsdiction, as
now rovishd and compiled, 18 peirfect, Parfaction ¢mnnob be inscribed on anything
of homan origin, Bok tha Masons of Michigan may congratolate themadlvea on
the solldity, symmetry and harmony thet now chamoeterize, in s high degreo, the
body of thair Law. Tf, with true Masenie ! freedem, fervency and zenl we stody
and obey 1t, we ghall, from tlme to time, be sble to eliminats its defects and enhance
ite moubrdts, Botil [ shall stand, a9 all Masohbe stroctores shenld, the unmistakabla
axponant of * Wisdom, Htrength and Baanty.""

This Isnguage & squally appliosble o this sempilation, which @4 siniply Che revi-
alon adoptad in 1878, with such amendments a8 have baan eince enacted.

Grend Lodge has fnclnded heralt g clwsified syaopsia of approwed decisions snd
rolings in appealsd cases. It must be rememnbered thet this addition ia bat & digeat,
and where poasibla tho full taxt of the decision or raling, we il mppesry (o (he pros
peadings to which refurenca ip mada, should be examined. Thie digest embracas all
approved decisions and all ralings of the Graad Lodge sines 188, when decisions
woare frgb raported Lo Goand Lodge.  Bot few questions can arcise which bave not
been ruled upon and reported hareln. . Magters abould thorooghly femilisrize them-
selves with both statutes snd doclelons, In the metter of Lodge trisla the endepvor
shoutd be to aveid arrme.  When charpes ars recelved baety action s unnecessary.
H questlons are ralssd with rafarence to jurisdiction or regularity, Masters should
take time to consider Hrwm. no that if the charges are ieregular, or the Lodgs s with
oit jurisdiston, the necsssary amendmants may be made, or the work and worry of
& Lodge trial may be avoided,

The exerclsa of care will not coly prevent improper parsecutloms, but it wiil
enovurage and promete proper disziplinary measnres.

Fraleroally,
WILLIAM P. INNES,
Hrand Secvebery.

Gnand Raripa, March 14, A, L, BSFR,



THE

CHARGES

OF A

FREE-MASON,

EXTRACTED FROM

The ancient Racords of Lodges beyond the Sea, and of those in
Fngland, Seotland, and Trelond, for the wse qf the Lodges
in London. Tb be read at the making of New Hrethren, or
when the Muster shall order i, '

TITE GENERAL TTEADS, viz:

L 0Of God and Religion.
IL. Of the Civil Magistrate, supreme and subordinate.
I Of Lodges.
IV. Of Masters, Wardens, Fellows and Apprentices,
V. Of the Management of the Craft in waorking.
V1. Of Behavior, vi : '
1. In the Lodge while constituted.
2, After the Lodge is aver and the Irethren not gone,
8. When Brethren meet without Strangers, but not in
a Lodge.
4. In Prescnee of Strangers not Masons,
5. At Home and in the Neighborhood.
6. Towards a strange Brother.



8 ANOIENT CHARGES,

I Concerning God and Religion.

A Mason 18 oblig’d, by his Tenure, to obey the morsl Law; and if he
rightly understands the Art, he will never be a stupid Atheist, nor an
irreligions Libertine. But though in ancient Times Maaons were charg’d
in every Country to be of the Religion of that Country or Nalion, what-
ever it was, yet 'tis now thought more expedlant caly to oblige them
to that Relizion fa which ali Men agres, leaving thelr partienlar Opin-
ions to themselves; that is, to e good Men aod triue, or Men of Honor
and Honesty, by whatever Denominations or Perauasions they may be
distinguigh'd; wherehy Masonry becomes the Center of Union, and the
Means of concilisting true Friendship among Persems that must have
remain'd at & perpetuat Dlstance,

II.  OF the Choil Mogistrate, supreme and subordinate.

A Mason 15 & peaceable Bubject to the Civil Powars, wherever he
rezldes or works, and 13 mever 1o ba concern'd In Tlote and Conapirpciea
agaiost Lhe Peace and Welfgre af the Netivn, oor to behave himself
undulifully to ioferior Magisirates; for a5 Masunry hath been slways
imjuredd by War, Bloodehed, and Ocofusion, so anclent Kings end
Princes have been much dispos'd to encourage the Craftsmen, because of
thelr Peaceabienses and Lovelty, wherehy they practically answer'd the
Cavils of their Adversaries, and promoled the Honor of the Fraternity,
whe ever flourish’d in Times of Peass,  So that if a Brother should be
& Bebel against the Btate, he is not to be countenapc'd in his Rebellion,
however he may be pitied as an unhappy Man; and, if convicled of no
other Crlme, though ihe Loyal brotherhood must and ought to disown
his Bebellion. and give no Umlrage or Ground of political Jealousy to
the (overnment for the tine being, ther cannot expel him from the
Lodge, and his Helation to it remaing indefensibie.

L. OF Lodges.

A Lodge is a Place where Masons sssemble and work: Hence that
Asgembly, or duly organiz’d Boclety of Masone, Is eall'd a Lodge, and
every Brother ought 10 helong 1o one, and to ba subject to its By-Laws
and the General Regulations, It is either parlicular or genersl, and will be
best understood by attending it, and by the Reguolations of the General
or Grand Lodge hereunto annex’d. In ancient Times, no Master or Fel-
low could be absent from it, especialiy when warn’d to appear at it,
without incurring a severe Censure, until it appear’d to the Master and
Wardens that pure Neceasity hinder'd him, ’

-



ANCIENT CHARGES. T

The Persons admitted Members of a Lodge must be good and true
Men, freeborn, and of matare and discrest Age, no Bondmen, no
Women, no immoral or scandalous Men, but of gnqd Report.

1V. OF Masters, Wardens, Feliows und Apprentices.

Al Preferment among Magona te grounded upon real Worth and per-
sonal Merit only; that eo the Lords may be well served, the Brethren
not put 1o Shame, oor the Royal Craft despls’d: Therefore no Master or
Warden is chosen by Bemiority, but for his Merlt. It is 1'mpoms1h1e to
describe these things in Writing, and every Brother must attend In his

 Place, and learn them in 8 Way peculiar to this Fraleroity: Only Caodi-
dates may know that no Master should take an Apprentice unless he
has snfficient Imployment for him, and uniess he be a perfect Youth,
having no Maim or Defect in bis Body, that may render him oncapable
of learning the Avt of perving his Maater's Lord, and of balng made a
Brother, and then a Fellow-Craft in due Time, even afier he has served
such & Termy of Years as ithe Custom of the Country directs; and that
ba should be descended of honest Parents; that so, when otherwisc
qualifi'd, he may arrive to tha Honor of beiog the Warden, and then the
Meagter of the Lodge, the Grand Warden, and at length the Grand
Master of all the Lodges, acconding io his Merit,

Ko Brother can be & Warden until he bag pase'd the part of a Fellow-
Craft; nor a Maater until he has acted oe & Warden, nor Grand Warden
until he has been Master of a Lodge, nor Grand Master unless he has
been a Faltow-Craft bofore his Electlon, wio is alao to be nobly born, or
& Gentleman of the bast Fashison, or some emijhent Beholae, or agme
curious Architect, or other Artist, deecended of honest Parents, and
who is of singuler great Merit in the Opinicn of the Lodges. A nd for the
better, and easier, and more honorable Discharge of his Office, the Giand
Mastar has the Power 1o chuse bis own Deputy Grand Master, who muost
be then, or must have been formerly, the Mester of a partleutur Lodge,
and has the Privilege of acting whatever the Grand Master, bis Principal,
should act, upless the said Principa) ba present, or interpose his Authority
by a Letter.,

These Rules and Governors, supreme and subordinate, of the ancient
Lodge. are to be obey'd in their respective Stetious by all the Bretbren,
according to the old Chargea and Regulations, with all Humility, Rever-
encs, Love and Alacrity.

V. Ofthe J"!!anagemn! af the Craft in Working.

All Masons shall work honesily on working Days, that they may live
creditably on holy Days; and the time appolnted by the Law of the Land,
or confirm’d by Custom, shall be obsarv'd,

i’



