LUXURY



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649282791

Luxury by Emile de Laveleye

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



EMILE DE LAVELEYE

LUXURY

ﬁTrieste






Ec
L2aak

el X U RY.

Y

EMILE DE LAVELEYE

Professor of Palitical Economy fo tle Usiversliy of Liggpe, Member of the
Belglan oyal Acndemy, Correspondont of the Frepch Insticnie acd
of the Koyal Acadomies of Madrid, Liabon, Rome, e,
aodl Hopornry 0L, of !':lll.nhqwh nnid
Wirzhiorg Unirersitios.

I.OHHI‘J:\': K
EWAN SONXEXNSCHEIN & CO.
| il B







TABLE OF CONTENTS,

Crare

" I Toe QUuesTION AT IZ3UE
= 1I. Wmar m Lexrey? . 1
111, Bexrimests wHICH oIVE RIsR To LUxuix
IV, Luxury 15 vMITSTIFIABLE .
V. Is Toxtry asy Evipexces orR CAUSE OF MORAL
DeEvElorMENT T . . . . *
Y. Is LUxueRY NECEESARY FOR THE RAKE OF
KERFING MAcHINERY EMPLOYED T ; ¥
VIT. Teree asrecrs oF Toe QuestioN oF Luxovmny .
VI1IL Loxvny anp Toe Ipgat Leirg . : . ;

1X. LoZveEY 1IN BELATION TO THE PROSPERITY OF

Naroxs . . - .
X, Luxvry asy Justice X ; . ; ;
X1, Stare Luxuvmy . . h

XIL Lvxvevy as cossecren witn Dirrrnest Foruz

Or GovERNMENT |

FacE

08
G

1

ica



iv CONTENTS,

LAW AND MORALS IN POLITICAL

T
ECONOMY.
Caar, Pane
I. Pourréar EcoXomy A% RECATED TO OTHER
DRANCHES OF SOCIAL BCIENCE . . § 119
1T, Pourriosar Ecoxomy A3 RELATED To Morsvrry 134
1i1, PPorrtican EcoxoMy A8 BELATED To Law ; 115

1V, Pormieal Evosouy as neuaten o History . 171



LUXII RY

CHAPTER L
THE QUESTION AT ISSUE

Ix the 18th century people held long and lively
diseussions on the subject of Luxury. To-day we do
not dizeuss it so frequently ; we are content with
mdunlging in it to excess.

Is luxury uscful? This i3 the question we need to
decide. I have read somewhere, no matter where, a
saying which scems to me exactly to sum up the

discussion. A financier and an economist of the last

eentury held entirely differont opinions on this subject.
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2 LUX LR Y.

“1 maintain, for my part,” said the financier, “that
it is luxury which upholds States.” * Yes," replied the
economist, “just as the exceutioner’s rope upholds the
hanged man” I apree with the economist, The
philosophers of old times and the fathers of the
Church slike econdemned luxury in the strongest
terms, and they were right in so doing. It is per-
nigious to the individoal, and fatal to society. Primi-
tive Christianity reproved it in the name of charity
and of humility ; political economy condemns it in the

name of utility, and right in the nome of cquity.



CHAFTER 11

WHAT 18 LUXURY?

First let us make it plain what we understand by
luxury. M. Baudrillart, in his exeellent hook,
“Histoire du Iluze,” does not trouble to scek a
definttion, He tokes for pranted that every ome
knows what it means. 1 do not guarrel with him
for this, but we shall be none the worse for a little
preeision.

I understand by a luxury anything which does
not answer to our primnary needs, and which, sinee it
coets much money to buy, and consequently much
labour to produce, 18 only within reach of the few.

The extreme of luxury is that which destroys the
3



